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Fig.  l.  Perkins,  Bacon  & Co. 


Master  Die  Proof 


of  Geometrical  Latliework(i) 


(1)  From  Line  Engraved  Stamps  of  Great  Britain 
is  same  size  as  impression  from  the  plate. 


bv  Sir  Edward  Dentiv  Bacon.  This  illustration 
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Mother  of  Postage 


By  Charless  Hahn,  E.  P.  S. — C53. 


1 he  Penny  Black,  Great  Britain’s  issue  of  1840  and  the  first  of  the  world’s  postage 
stamps,  has  often  been  called  the  “Mother  of  Postage  Stamps”  though  in  the  minds  of  the 
framers  of  this  phrase  the  meaning  was  undoubtedly  symbolical.  Actually,  the  Penny  Black 
is,  in  a much  more  real  sense,  the  mother  of  many  issues;  as  many  parts  of  its  design  have 
been  incorporated  from  the  original  dies  and  transfer  rolls  into  other  stamps  produced  by 
Perkins,  Bacon  & Co.,  the  firm  which  produced  the  world’s  first  stamp  and  many  other 
issues  for  almost  one  hundred  years  thereafter. 

Our  own  interest  was  first  stirred  by  a paragraph  in  Sir  Edward  Denny  Bacon’s  mas- 
terful work  “The  Line  Engraved  Stamps  of  Great  Britain,”  which  mentioned  that  the 
background  of  the  Penny  Black  was  taken  from  a stock  design  and  that  this  background 
was  used  in  other  British  Colonial  issues.  It  stirred  the  imagination,  both  of  the  philatelic 
and  historical  divisions,  so  that  we  attempted  to  accumulate  both  information  and  stamps 
which  pertain  to  this  stock  design,  and  especially  that  portion  which  was  used  on  the  Penny 
Black  itself.  The  search  has  been  delightful,  and  we  have  derived  as  much  enjoyment  from 
that  bit  of  chance  which  threw  a morsel  of  information  into  our  lap  as  we  would  have 
from  a philatelic  “find”  of  great  monetary  value.  Our  investment  in  cash  has  been  negli- 
gible, our  investment  in  time  has  been  heavier,  but  the  “value  received’’  from  the  latter  can- 
not be  measured.  Similar  fields  are  yet  open  to  everyone  who  cares  to  “invest”  a small 
portion  of  curiosity;  indeed  our  study  to  date  has  taken  in  solely  the  central  portion  of  the 
stock  design  (Fig.  1).  Beyond  doubt  the  two  outer  portions  have  left  their  philatelic  trails, 
still  to  be  uncovered. 

The  origin  of  the  master  roll  (now  in  the  possession  of  the  Royal  Philatelic  Society) 

from  which  the  design  of  the  background  of  the  Penny  Black  was  taken  is  unknown.  Bacon 

speculates  that  it  “was  . . . cut  with  Perkins’  engine-turning  lathe,  and  this  roller  was 
probably  brought  from  America  by  Perkins.”  (The  paradox  of  this  situation  will  not  escape 
American  philatelists.)  (B) 

In  any  event,  the  first  record  which  we  have  of  the  use  of  this  master  roll  in  a produc- 
tion is  in  the  specimen  bank  note  produced  by  Perkins,  Fairman  & Heath  to  win  the  Bank 
of  England  contract.  Authorities  differ  on  the  date,  placing  it  between  1819  and  1822.  The 
reverse  of  this  note  was  engraved  with  the  design  of  the  central  portion  of  the  master  die. 

In  explaining  the  use  of  the  original  roll,  Bacon  says,  “In  order  to  obtain  this  pat- 
tern on  a flat  steel  surface  for  copper  (?) -plate  printing,  an  impression  was  transferred 
from  the  engraved  roller  to  another  roller, (A)  and  on  this  the  borders  of  curved,  inter- 
laced lines,  which  appear  white  in  the  print,  were  cut  with  the  engine-turning  lathe. 

The  pattern  was  then  transferred  from  the  latter  roller  to  a flat  piece  of  steel,  from  which 
prints  of  it  could  then  be  taken.  In  a pattern  of  this  kind  the  complications  caused  in  the 
transferring  of  one  containing  a head,  letters  or  figures,  etc.,  does  not  arise,  as  there  are 
no  right  or  left  alternate  positions,  each  time  it  is  transferred,  to  be  considered.”  (Also 
no  varying  depth  of  line.  Ed.) 

“For  the  postage  stamps,  the  pattern  on  the  first  of  these  rollers  was  transferred  to 
another  roller,  and  on  the  latter  narrower  side  borders  of  curved,  interlaced  lines  and 
reticulations,  more  suitable  to  the  size  of  the  stamp,  were  cut  with  the  engine-turning 
lathe.  A space  for  the  head  was  cleared  on  this  roller,  and  a portion  of  the  design 
outside  the  part  required  for  the  stamp  was  also  removed.  The  portion  intended  for  the 
stamp  was  then  transferred  to  a flat  piece  of  steel,  which  in  this  case  was  used  as  an 
experimental  die.  Mr.  George  Rushall,  an  engraver  employed  by  the  firm  previous  and 
subsequent  to  1840,  is  believed  to  have  had  charge  of  the  Perkins’  engine-turning  lathe, 
and  to  be  responsible  for  producing  the  background  with  the  side  borders  actually  used 
for  the  stamps.” (B) 


(A)  The  method  Bacon  describes  is  not  clear  to  American  readers  and  does  not  agree  with  present  day 
practice,  as  lathe  engraving  is  done  on  a flat  surface  as  described  in  another  editorial  note. 
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For  reasons  partly  unknown,  and  too  involved  to  dilate  upon  here,  the  original  die 
for  the  Penny  Black  was  unsatisfactory  and  a second  die  was  prepared.  Concerning  the 
second  die  Bacon  relates,  “When  the  result  of  the  experiment  with  the  head  of  Die  i 
and  the  background  of  Die  2 was  considered  satisfactory,  a new  flat  die  was  prepared  for 
an  entirely  new  engraving  of  the  Queen’s  head.  For  some  reason  or  other,  this  was  not 
transferred  from  the  roller  impression  made  for  the  experimental  die,  as  it  might  easily 
have  been,  but  was  constructed  in  the  following  circuitous  manner.  The  die  was 
obtained  by  transferring  a piece  of  the  unused  background,  left  on  the  roller  made  for  the 
experimental  die,  to  a flat  piece  of  steel.  The  space  for  the  head,  and  the  size  of  the 
background  required  were  carefully  outlined  on  this.  An  impression  was  then  taken  up 
on  to  another  roller,  the  space  for  the  head  was  cleared,  and  parts  of  the  background 
round  the  portion  required  for  the  stamp  were  removed.  The  background  was  then 
transferred  to  another  flat  piece  of  steel,  which  became  the  actual  die  of  the  stamp.  We 
can  only  surmise  that  this  course  was  followed  because  Charles  Heath  suggested  that 
the  space  cleared  for  the  head  should  he  of  a slightly  different  shape,  and  the  whole 
background  of  rather  larger  dimensions  were,  at  any  rate,  carried  out  in  the  new  die.” 

“There  was  also  a further  modification  due  to  a different  part  of  the  background 
on  the  roller  having  been  used.  The  interlaced,  curved  lines  and  reticulations,  forming 
the  side  borders,  fall  on  slightly  different  portions  of  the  background  to  what  they  do  on 
the  experimental  die.  This  can  at  once  be  seen  by  comparing  the  exact  positions  that  the 
white  dots  of  the  background  occupy  within  the  curved  lines,  on  impressions  of  the 
two  dies.” 

Thus  portions  of  the  master  roll  were  transferred  to  the  die  for  the  Penny  Black  and, 
of  course,  the  2d  Blue  of  the  same  issue  not  to  mention  other  British  issues  of  substantially 
the  same  design,  or  of  such  similar  design  as  the  one  and  one-half  penny  of  1860-70.  One 
unusual  exception  in  British  stamps  is  the  one-half  penny  1870  where  the  reverse  back- 
ground is  used  (Fig.  3). 


Geometric  Lathe  Engraving  Attributed  to  Asa  Spencer. 


(B)  Asa  Spencer,  developer  of  the  geometric  lathe,  was  a member  of  the  firm  of  Murray,  Draper, 
Fairman  & Co.,  Philadelphia,  Pa.  from  18x5  to  1819  when  he  made  a contract  for  three  years  with  Jacob 
Perkins,  Gideon  Fairman  and  Charles  Toppan  to  accompany  them  to  England.  Spencer  sold  his  patent  to 
Perkins  in  August,  1815,  who  later  patented  it  in  England.  (2)  It  is  quite  possible  that,  as  Bacon  said, 
■“this  roller  was  probably  brought  from  America  by  Perkins.”  If  so  the  design  was  no  doubt  produced  by 
Asa  Spencer,  specialist  for  the  firm  in  lathe  engraving.  Many  other  lathe  engravings  used  by  Perkins, 
Fairman  & Heath  in  London  1819  to  1822  on  British  bank  notes  look  like  Spencer’s  work.  He  may  have 
Instructed  George  Rushall  in  the  use  of  the  Spencer  lathe. 

Spencer,  Fairman  and  Toppan  returned  to  Philadelphia  upon  expiration  of  their  contracts  in  1822,  and 
George  Murray  having  died,  the  old  firm  became  Fairman,  Draper,  Underwood  & Co.,  of  which  Asa 
Spencer  was  a member.  In  1830  this  firm  published  a 15.5x17  inches  sheet  of  examples  of  their 
engravings  and  the  firm  name  on  this  sheet  was  engraved  upon  a geometric  lathe  background  very  similar  to 
that  later  used  in  1840  by  Perkins,  Bacon  & Co.  in  London.  The  accompanying  illustration  of  this  work, 
no  doubt  by  Asa  Spencer,  indicates  that  he  retained,  or  previously  produced,  the  lever  combination  by  which 
this  lathe  design  was  produced,  and  establishes  circumstantial  evidence  that  Spencer  probably  produced  the 
‘‘Mother  of  Postage  Stamps”  background  lathe  engraving.  Editor. 

(2)  From  Jacob  Perkins,  His  Life,  Times  and  Contemporaries  by  C.reville  and  Dorothy  Bathe. 
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The  1840  Penny  Black  and  Two  Pence  Blue  Stamps. 
The  vertical  border  is  squashed  narrower  than  on  Fig.  I. 


Fig.  2.  Plant  from  Intaglio  Portion  of  Master  Die  Fig.  1 
A Relief  Die  from  it  in  Reverse. 


Fig.  3.  The  1870  Penny  Stamp. 

Of  the  preparation  of  the  die  of  the  3/2 d,  Bacon  says,  “For  the  background  of  the 
Halfpenny  stamp  it  was  only  necessary  to  transfer  the  pattern  from  the  flat  steel  die  that 
had  originally  been  made  from  the  stock  roller,  to  another  roller  on  which  the  portion  of 
the  background  required  for  the  stamp  was  separated  from  the  rest,  a circular  space  was 
cleared  in  the  centre  for  the  Queen  s head,  and  shell  pattern  ornaments  were  engraved  in 
the  four  corners.  This  small  portion  of  the  pattern  was  then  transferred  to  a flat  piece 
of  steel  and  became  the  die  used  for  the  stamp.’’ 


Fig.  4.  Cape  of  Good  Hope  4d  Stamp. 
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Fig.  5.  The  Victoria  1854  6 Pence  Stamp  and  Similar  Essays  for  New  South  Wales.  (3) 


The  first  use  of  the  master  roll  for  stamps  of  any  but  the  mother  country  was  in  i853> 
when  Perkins  & Bacon  used  the  same  background  for  the  i and  4 pence  and  the  1 shilling 
Cape  of  Good  Hope  triangles.  For  some  unfathomable  reason  a similar,  but  not  exactly 
the  same,  design  was  used  for  the  6 pence  value  (Fig.  4). 

In  1854  the  “Queen  on  Throne”  Victoria  was  prepared  again  using  the  same  back- 
ground but  with  side  borders  different.  An  essay  of  similar  design  was  prepared,  but  not 
accepted  (more’s  the  pity)  for  New  South  Wales.  The  essays  and  photographs  shown 
here  show  various  stages  in  the  preparation  of  the  die.  (Fig.  5). 

In  the  gorgeous  5 shilling  St.  Vincent  (Fig.  6)  again  made  use  of  “Old  Faithful  as 
we  imagine  them  calling  this  transfer  roll  on  the  premises  of  Perkins,  Bacon.  It  is,  at  this 
date  at  least  61  years  old,  possibly  older. 

“Old  Faithful”  was  then  given  a rest,  so  far  as  we  can  determine,  but  it  may  well 
have  been  used  in  other  work — until  1914!  It  had  then  served  for  95  years  but  was 
exhumed  to  make  the  background  for  the  classical  appearing  regular  issue  of  New  Zealand, 
again  with  a different  border  added. 


(3)  From  the  Masterpieces  of  Engraving  on  Postage  Stamps  by  Robson  I.owe,  1943* 
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Fig.  6.  St.  Vincent  1880  5s  Stamp. 

This  background  appears  to  be  identical  with  Fig.  1. 

One  might  think  that  this  would  exhaust  the  philatelic  possibilities  of  the  transfer  roll, 
but  if  one  will  permit  the  inclusion  of  the  revenue  stamps  of  Great  Britain,  the  Life  Policy 
revenues  of  1853  show  the  same  roll  used,  indeed  the  entire  central  design  of  the  Penny 
Black — and  for  the  later  issues  of  1858,  the  retouched  die  of  similar  design  (Fig.  8).  The 
central  design  was  again  used  for  the  die  of  the  Customs  revenues  of  i860  (Fig.  9).  And 

Editors  Note — American  geometrical  lathe  dies  are  flat  steel  with  intaglio  engraved 
lines  and  dots  to  a uniform  flat  depth.  Such  die  proofs  have  solid  color  lines  and  dots.  To 
produce  colorless  lines  and  dots  by  Asa  Spencer’s  Patent  (prior  to  1818)  as  on  the  green 
back  banknotes  and  postage  due  stamps,  a soft  steel  flat  reverse  die  is  bent  on  a roller  about 
three  inches  in  diameter,  producing  a segment  of  a cylinder  shell.  This  convex  reverse  die 
is  then  rocked  over  the  hardened  flat  intaglio  die  in  a transfer  press,  in  a similar  manner  to  a 
transfer  roll.  The  resultant  convex  reverse  die  has  all  the  lines  and  dots  forming  a flat  sur- 
face, with  the  spaces  between  the  lines  and  dots  all  sunk  to  a uniform  depth.  This  convex 
die  is  then  flattened;  it  might  be  used  for  typographic  printing.  If  large  flat  areas  are 
available  on  this  reverse  die  they  may  be  intaglio  engraved  either  by  a geometrical  lathe, 
transfers  from  other  intaglio  dies,  or  by  the  usual  hand  engraving,  thus  forming  a combina- 
tion master  die,  as  Fig.  1.  Hand  engraving  is  employed  to  fill  out  or  retouch  small  areas 
that  may  be  left  between  the  intaglio  and  reverse  geometrical  lathe  engraving.  Intaglio 
proofs  from  a reverse  die  have  colorless  lines  and  dots  with  color  spaces  between,  and  proofs 
from  a combination  die  have  both  colorless  and  color  lines  and  dots.  I have  not  seen  this 
process  previously  described. 

In  England  the  convex  reverse  die , segment  of  a cylinder  shell  before  flattening,  and 
the  combination  master  die  (Fig.  1),  possibly  rebent  as  a segment  of  a cylinder,  have  been 
called  a “roller”  by  some  writers,  to  the  confusion  of  American  readers  who  understand  a 
transfer  roll  to  be  a solid  cylinder. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  the  colorless  line  lathework  vertical  borders  on  the  1840  penny 
black,  and  other  stamps,  are  not  identical  with  the  same  design  on  the  combination  master 
die,  Fig.  1.  On  the  master  die  the  colorless  loops  are  practically  semicircles  with  square 
color  spaces  between,  while  on  the  stamps  these  loops  are  squashed,  or  elliptical,  and  the 
squares  are  diamond  losenges.  This  warping  of  the  original  lathe  engraving  probably 
resulted  from  twice  flattening  the  cylindrical  shell  convex  transfers  from  it,  rocked  across 
the  width  of  the  master  band  of  engraving.  The  first  reversed  the  design,  requiring  a second 
cylindrical  transfer  to  restore  the  colorless  lines,  rocked  in  the  same  direction,  and  again 
flattened,  thus  producing  a double  contraction  of  the  convex  surfaces.  On  the  stamps 
there  are  only  5^  vertical  rows  of  mesh  in  the  central  background,  while  on  the  master 
die  there  are  7 rows  and  the  vertical  loop  colorless  line  border  overlaps  differently.  Hence 
the  stamps  were  transferred  from  a secondary  master  die  rather  than  the  one  in  Fig.  1. 
The  stamp  illustrations  are  enlarged  50%. 
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yet  one  more  must  be  added  for  the  central  design  was  also  used  for  the  Registration  of 
Deeds  Fee  revenues  of  Ireland  (Fig.  io)  issued  in  1861,  re-issued  on  paper  of  another 
watermark  in  1887.  The  Record  of  Titles  Fee  revenues  issued  in  Ireland  from  1865  to 
1882  had  this  same  central  design,  as  it  was  of  the  same  design  as  the  Registration  of 
Deeds  Fee  stamps  but  for  the  different  name  in  the  label. 

Surely  this  master  roll  has  earned  its  pension,  for  the  examples  given  cover  almost  the 
whole  range  of  philately.  It  is,  of  course,  entirely  possible  that  we  may  have  missed  some 
obvious  application  of  the  design.  If  anyone  knows  of,  or  suspects,  the  existence  of  other 
stamps  on  which  this  design  has  been  used,  we  should  appreciate  having  it  called  to 
our  attention. 
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Canada — 1851*59 

By  Winthrop  S.  Boggs. 


(See  the  Catalog  of  Canada  Essays  & Proofs  in  this  Journal.) 

Recent  study  of  the  early  issues  of  Canada,  coupled  with  much  new  information 
hitherto  unknown,  has  enabled  us  to  get  a clearer  and  more  accurate  idea  as  to  the  status 
of  the  various  proof  impressions  of  the  Provincial  Issues.  All  the  proofs  and  stamps  of 
the  1851-59  issues  were  produced  by  Rawdon,  Wright,  Hatch  & Edson,  or  the  American 
Bank  Note  Co.P)  (after  1858). 

The  engraving  of  the  first  Canadian  stamps  began  in  March  1851,  and  die  proofs  of 
the  completed  dies  were  sent  to  the  postal  officials  for  approval.  T his  was  hardly  more  than 
a formality  as  the  designs  were  those  which  had  been  requested  by  the  Canadian  Post 
Office. 

The  first  plate  to  he  made  was  the  3p.  “Beaver,”  and  a proof  sheet  from  the  plate  was 
sent  early  in  April,  1851.  Proof  sheets  of  the  6p.  and  I2p.  were  sent  as  soon  as  the 
plates  were  completed. 

Early  proofs  from  these  plates  show  no  imprint,  but  proofs  taken  later  (1858)  will 
show  the  imprint  of  “Rawdon,  Wright,  Hatch  & Edson,  New  York.”  Only  the  3p.  and  6p. 
plates  had  the  imprint  added,  the  I2p.  plate  having  been  cancelled  previously. 

Early  or  contemporary  plate  proofs  are  in  black  and  issued  colors,  on  India  paper, 
sometimes  adhering  to  the  original  cardboard  backing. 

The  new  values  of  1855-57,  namely  J^p.,  7P2P.,  and  iop.,  were  also  prepared  according 
to  instructions  by  the  Canadian  Postal  Officials,  and  plate  proofs  of  these,  in  black  or  issued 
colors,  on  India  paper,  sometimes  still  adhering  to  the  cardboard,  may  be  considered  as 
contemporary  proofs.  In  passing  we  may  note  that  the  iop.  plate  never  had  an  imprint, 
whereas  the  p2p.  and  7j^p.  had  the  imprint  as  previously  described. 

Many  of  these  proofs  are  well  known  overprinted  “SPECIMEN,”  diagonally,  hori- 
zontally or  vertically.  On  the  3p.,  6p.,  and  I2p.,  this  consisted  of  a setting  of  100  subjects 
(10  x 10),  while  in  the  case  of  the  L>p.,  7p2P-,  and  iop.,  the  setting  was  of  sixty,  applied 
twice.  Needless  to  say,  the  overprint  was  typographed. 

The  succeeding  issue  of  1859  consists  of  the  same  designs  suitably  modified  to  accord 
with  the  decimal  system  of  currency  which  that  year  became  the  only  lawful  system.  This 
issue  affords  us  an  example  of  an  instance  when  the  original  die  was  altered  to  make  the 
new  dies  required. 

The  T>p.  became  ic. 

3p.  became  5c. 

6p.  became  10c. 
iop.  became  17c 

The  available  evidence  seems  to  indicate  that  the  12P2C.  was  from  a new  die,  and  not 
altered  from  the  7p2P- 

Later,  in  1864,  the  ic  die  was  again  altered  to  make  a die  for  the  new  2c  stamp. 

Contemporary  plate  proofs  on  India  paper  of  all  these  stamps  are  known  in  the  issued 
colors,  and  all  but  the  2C  yellow-orange.  Various  denominations  also  occur  in  other  colors. 
As  noted  in  the  pence  issues,  a number  of  proofs  occur  overprinted  “SPECIMEN.”  All 
are  in  a typographed  setting  of  100  subjects  (10  x 10). 
without  “SPECIMEN”  were  made  in  1864  or  1865  for: 

1.  Purposes  of  Record 

2.  As  samples  of  the  A.  B.  N.  Co.’s  work. 

3.  To  present  to  various  Officials,  etc. 

(i)The  American  Bank  Note  Co.  was  not,  as  has  been  sometimes  asserted,  the  new  name  for  R.  W. 
H.  & E. ; but  the  name  of  a merger  in  1858  of  several  leading  bank  note  firms,  of  which  R.  W.  H.  & E. 


were  one. 
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TIhe  “Die  Proofs9’ 

Die  proofs  of  the  p2P.,  iop.,  and  I2p.,  1851-57,  and  the  10c  1859  are  well  known.  Their 
•status  should  be  made  clear  so  that  students  may  correctly  classify  these  impressions. 

With  the  exception  of  a “progress  die  proof”  of  the  iop.  we  know  of  no  contemporary 
die  proof  of  any  of  these  issues,  although  we  do  know  that  die  proofs  of  certain  of  the  pence 
values  were  submitted  to  the  postal  authorities. 

All  the  so-called  “die  proofs”  of  the  L>p.,  and  iop.  values  which  we  have  examined, 
have,  in  our  opinion  come  from  the  color  sample  sheet  of  19  various  stamps  prepared  about 
1868  for  the  American  Bank  Note  Company’s  salesmen. 

Of  the  1859  issue,  die  proofs  of  all  values  are  known  in  dull  gray  blue,  deep  brown, 
and  dull  red  on  India  paper.  These  were  made  about  1879  and  are  of  the  same  ilk  as  the 
United  States  “Goodall”  proofs.  It  seems  that  they  should  also  exist  in  black  and  deep 
green,  but  we  have  not  as  yet  seen  them.(2) 

A large  die  proof  of  the  17c  made  about  1875,  in  bright  yellow  green  is  also  known. 

The  6 ‘Compound  Die9’ 

A small  die  bearing  the  designs  of  two  stamps  was  made  about  1864. 

The  left  hand  impression  is  the  I2p.  1851,  while  the  right  hand  impression  is  of  the 
ioc  1859. 

Impressions  from  this  die  in  various  colors  on  India  paper  and  on  thin  crisp  wove 
paper  are  known.  When  in  pairs  as  described  they  can  of  course  immediately  be  recog- 
nized for  what  they  are.  However  when  cut  apart  they  are  somewhat  confusing  to  the 
uninitiated. 

It  is  well  to  keep  in  mind:  First,  that  no  die  proofs  of  the  ioc  were  necessary  or 
submitted  to  the  postal  officials.  Secondly,  this  is  obviously  a secondary  die  made  by 
rocking  the  transfer  roll  on  the  blank  steel. 

In  the  case  of  the  I2p.  all  impressions  from  this  die  show  a small  scar  across  the  top 
of  “CE”  of  “PENCE.”  We  believe  these  were  added  to  the  secondary  die,  to  distinguish 
these  impressions  from  the  original  die  proofs. 

The  plate  proofs  do  not  show  any  trace  of  this  marking. 

H owever,  the  I2p.  plate  was  cancelled  in  1857,  and  since  there  was  but  one  relief 
on  the  transfer  roll  this  relief  was  used  in  making  the  secondary  die.  burthermore  there 
are  several  other  marks,  which  never  occur  on  any  but  impressions  from  this  secondary  die. 


In  conclusion  we  can  see  from  the  brief  remarks  given  that  the  Proofs  of  the  early 
issues  readily  fall  into  three  groups,  viz: — 

1.  Contemporary  Proofs: — Made  before  or  during  the  currency  of  the  stamps. 

2.  Post-Contemporary  Proofs: — Made  after  the  stamps  became  obsolete. 

3.  Impressions  from  color  sample  sheets. 

Of  these  various  groups  we  may  make  the  following  general  rules: — 

1.  ALL  1 2p.  plate  proofs  are  Contemporary  and  do  not  show  the  scar  across  the 
top  of  “CE”  of  “PENCE.” 

2.  ALL  1 2p.  die  proofs  are  post  contemporary  and  show  the  lines  across  the  top  of 


“CE”  of  “PENCE”  cut  on  the  secondary  die. 

3.  ALL  LTm  and  top.,  Proofs  on  anything  except  India  Paper 
color  sample  sheets  of  1868.  These  sheets  also  exist  lithographed. 

4.  ALL  PENCE  proofs  in  shade  of  1 5 i /o  deep  yellow-orange 
proofs. 

5.  ALL  proofs  overprinted  “SPECIMEN”  in  large  capitals, 
are  contemporary  plate  proofs. 


are  probably  from  the 
are  post-contemporary 
serifed  or  sans  serif, 


(2) 

former!  v 


“Goodall”  proofs  came  to  philatelists  first  (about  1885)  from  the  collection  of  A.  G.  Goodall 
a salesman,  and  later  president,  of  the  American  Bank  Note  Co.,  who  had  kept  his  salesman  s proofs. 
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A Review  of  the  Proof  Section 

Of  Scott’s  1945  U.  S.  Stamp  Catalogue 


This  annual  U.  S.  Catalog  appeared  before  Christmas  1944.  Hugh  M.  Clark,  the 
Editor,  kindly  acknowledges  assistance  for  the  first  time  from  the  Essay-Proof  Society, 
Catalog  Committee.  In  his  report  of  Market  Conditions  as  of  August  15,  1944  he  lists 
Normal  Color  Proofs  with  a “small  supply”  and  a “good  demand.”  Trial  Color  Proofs 
are  listed  as  “small  supply”  with  a “fair  demand,”  while  last  year  the  demand  was  listed 
as  “slight,  growing.” 

Actually  the  supply  of  trial  color  proofs  is  much  smaller  than  the  supply  of  normal 
color  proofs,  which  probably  accounts  for  the  year’s  step-up  in  demand.  The  supply  of  large 
die  proofs,  both  in  normal  colors  and  trial  colors,  is  extremely  small  and  catalog  price 
quotations  for  XIX  Century  U.  S.  large  die  proofs  are  very  low  compared  with  those  of 
the  XX  Century.  With  the  exception  of  the  1893  set  printed  directly  on  card,  the  1894-5 
postage,  special  delivery,  postage  due  and  newspapers,  and  the  1898  and  1901  issues  of 
which  50  to  100  sets  of  large  die  proofs  were  distributed,  it  is  very  doubtful  that  more 
than  6 or  10  normal  color  large  die  proofs  became  available  to  philatelists.  Of  trial  color 
large  die  proofs  it  is  very  likely  that  only  3 or  4 were  originally  printed  and  some  of  these 
no  doubt  still  remain  with  the  American  Bank  Note  Co.,  and  still  fewer  escaped  the  Bureau 
of  Engraving  and  Printing.  Hence  the  supply  of  nearly  all  die  sunk  proofs  on  India  paper 
is  extremely  small.  We  have  never  seen  normal  color  large  die  proofs  of  some  of  the  1851 
to  1861  issue,  including  the  carriers.  While  some  of  these  are  listed  in  Scott’s  U.  S.  Catalog, 
we  believe  they  may  have  been  hybrids  (plate  proofs  on  India  paper  mounted  to  resemble 
large  die  proofs). 

We  wonder  how  many  of  our  readers  have  read  the  interesting  definitions  and  descrip- 
tions (with  excellent  illustrations)  of  die,  transfer  roll,  relief,  plate,  plate  making,  plate 
markings,  proofs,  printing  and  papers,  etc.,  contained  in  the  chapter  entitled  “Informa- 
tion for  Collectors?”  Every  collector  who  gathers  even  only  a few  essays  and  proofs 
should  be  familiar  with  this  excellent  information. 


Omission  of  Prices  for  Complete  Sets 

Perhaps  the  most  important  change  in  the  new  catalog  is  the  omission  of  all  prices  for 
complete  sets.  Only  all  cardboard  proofs  and  the  1893  to  1901  large  die  proofs  and  the 
1903  albums  of  small  die  proofs  were  distributed  in  sets,  with  a few  exceptions.  It  has 
therefore  been  almost  impossible  to  buy  complete  sets  of  most  large  die  proofs  and  dealers 
have  found  it  as  difficult,  as  have  collectors,  to  assemble  many  complete  sets  of  plate  proofs 
on  India  paper.  Some  auction  catalogers  did  not  adhere  to  the  price  quotation  for  com- 
plete sets  and  printed  the  sum  of  the  individual  prices  as  the  catalog  value.  This  led  to 
much  confusion  as  the  uninformed  frequently  bid  a percentage  of  the  catalog  value  given 
in  the  auctioneers’  sale  catalog.  Prices  formerly  listed  for  complete  sets  were  about  20% 
lower  than  the  sum  of  the  individual  prices  and  the  stamp  collector  could  not  understand 
why  the  effort  required  to  complete  a set  should  be  discounted  for  proofs  and  not  for 
stamps.  Recently  prices  have  advanced  considerably  so  it  seemed  to  be  a good  time  to 
eliminate  this  evil  and  at  the  same  time  save  the  expense  of  re-pricing  most  of  the  proofs 
listed.  Revising  prices  generally  would  have  required  many  changes  that  war  conditions 
make  not  only  expensive  but  difficult  during  the  labor  shortage.  Consequently,  while  some 
prices  that  were  out  of  line  have  been  changed,  the  omission  of  prices  for  complete  sets 
automatically  raises  prices  about  20%  to  agree  with  present  market  conditions.  These 
omissions  also  gave  room  for  some  new  listings  without  using  more  paper.  Our  section  of 
the  new  catalog  therefore  contains  the  same  number  of  pages  as  last  year.  Now  get  busy 
and  total  the  set  prices  in  your  new  1945  catalog  and  see  what  the  changes  are. 
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New  Listings 

Among  the  new  listings  we  note  the  Providence  Postmaster’s  plate  proofs  on  card 
both  in  normal  color  and  in  trial  colors,  though  unpriced.  These  are  quite  scarce  as  only 
two  or  three  of  the  complete  sheets  on  thick  cardboard  have  been  thinned  down  and  cut 
into  singles  and  blocks  of  four. 

The  1 86 1 “first  designs”  ic  indigo  and  30c  red-orange  both  on  India  paper  have  now 
been  listed  and  priced  for  blocks  of  four. 

In  the  Revenue  1871  Proprietary  issue  we  note  the  new  face  of  the  scarce  2c  green  and 
black  proof  on  India  paper. 

Among  the  trial  color  proofs  there  are  more  “newcomers.”  For  the  first  time  some  of 
these  plate  proofs  on  stamp  paper  are  listed,  but  not  priced,  including  the  1851  5c,  24c  and 
90c  each  in  seven  or  eight  colors.  There  are  many  more  imperforate  and  perforated  proofs 
which  are  frequently  seen  and  should  be  listed.  A new  note  in  the  catalog  states  “We  con- 
sider them  in  the  nature  of  essays”  but  many  are  just  as  pure  trial  color  proofs  as  all 
those  now  cataloged.  We  hope  they  may  soon  be  added. 

Other  new  trial  colors  listed,  but  not  priced,  are  1870  3c  in  5 colors  on  India.  Three 
trial  colors  of  the  1882  2c  on  cardboard  matching  the  1889  SAMPLE  stamps,  also  now 
appear  without  price.  In  the  1894  issue  we  see  the  5c  and  8c  black  large  die  and  the 
1898  ioc  orange  and  sepia  listed  as  small  die  though  they  exist  large  die  sunk  on  card.  The 
State  Dept.  2.00  has  two  new  listings  unpriced,  but  several  more  exist  both  in  the  original 
large  die  and  in  the  “Goodall”  small  die  bi-colors. 


Normal  Color  Price  Cliamges 

Except  for  omission  of  prices  for  complete  sets,  there  are  comparatively  few  changes 
this  year.  The  1847  reproductions  plate  on  card,  India  and  small  die  all  get  a raise  of 
about  30%  each. 

In  the  1861  premieres  gravures  or  “first  designs,”  recent  publicity  has  caused  demand 
for  these  die  essays  listed  as  proofs  and  the  search  has  shown  how  rare  they  are.  The  5c 
and  ioc  large  die  in  listed  colors  cannot  be  found.  The  six  others  which  do  exist  have  gone 
up  to  100.00  each.  Even  the  four  listed  small  die  get  a 1.00  raise  to  11.00. 

In  the  regular  1861  issue  the  3c  rose  is  in  strong  demand.  Only  two  of  the  five 
printings  on  cardboard  have  the  3c  rose  red,  so  up  went  the  price  to  10. 00  for  both  card 
and  India.  The  2c  black  also  is  a very  popular  proof  in  all  four  states  so  the  prices  are 
now  2.50  for  card,  4.00  for  India,  12.50  small  die  and  35.00  for  large  die.  Oddly  the 
India  block  of  four  which  is  very  scarce  only  gets  a 5 times  raise  to  20.00  whereas  nearly 
all  other  India  blacks  are  quoted  at  6 times  the  single  price. 

The  1873  India  paper  plate  proofs  are  getting  hard  to  find  and  the  advance  for  seven 
of  the  set  of  eleven  is  well  merited. 

Another  popular  proof  today  is  the  1875  5c  Taylor  which  is  reflected  by  advances  of 
all  four  varieties  of  30%.  A similar  raise  goes  to  the  2c  Columbian  which  on  India  paper 
has  been  taken  out  of  the  market  by  specialists  in  this  stamp  so  that  proof  collectors  find  it 
missing  in  many  sets.  The  Columbian  4.00  and  5-0°  on  India  also  go  up  to  13-00  and  15.00 
respectively. 

All  the  1908  and  1912  issue  large  and  small  die  proofs  drop  about  30 % ; they  have  been 
too  highly  priced  in  comparison  with  the  demand  for  commemorative  die  proofs. 

The  1887  red-brown  Postage  Due  set  in  all  four  states  are  rare  “birds.”  Only  one  of 
the  five  cardboard  printings  comes  in  this  shade  whereas  there  are  two  printings  in  brown 
and  also  two  in  bright  claret.  All  these  card  proofs  are  raised  from  25c  to  1.50  each  and 
most  of  the  India  Paper  from  1.00  to  3.00  each.  The  1865  large  Newspapers,  both  card 
and  wove  paper  get  raises  of  from  50c  to  2.00  but  the  1875  in  brighter  colors  still  are  the 
“biggest  buy”  in  cardboard  proofs.  The  1885  small  die  set  of  eight  which  only  exist  in  two 
or  three  of  each  from  the  rare  1915  printing  are  raised  from  10.00  to  12.50  each  and  are 
still  very  low  for  such  rarities. 
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Famous  Proof  Collections, 

Henry  G.  Mandel 


Henry  G.  Mandel. 


By  Clarence  W.  Brazer,  D.Sc. 

Henry  G.  Mandel,  Photo  Engraver  and  Photographer,  (1857-1902).  (Man-dell') 
H e was  official  counterfeit  and  color  expert  for  the  American  Bank  Note  Company  and 
knew  much  about  the  process  of  manufacture  and  the  history  of  U.  S.  stamps  and  was  a 
keen  collector  especially  of  essays  and  proofs.  He  left  at  his  death  in  1902  a very 
notable  collection  of  Essays  and  Proofs,  which  is  the  main  source  of  most  of  the  U.  S. 
postage  essays  and  proofs  now  available  to  collectors.  The  American  Bank  Note  Co. 
had  previously  absorbed  many  of  the  stamp  producing  companies,  and  Mr.  Mandel  no 
doubt  with  Pres.  Macdonough’s  approval,  had  access  to  the  records,  files,  etc.  He  per- 
sonally knew  and  had  access  to  many  of  the  engravers  of  stamp  dies  and  their  families 
and  previous  members  of  Post  Office  Committees  of  both  houses  of  Congress.  From 
these  sources  he  obtained  many  essays  and  proofs  by  travelling  all  over,  even  to  Russia, 
in  search  of  them.  It  is  said  that  if  he  could  not  purchase  from  engravers’  heirs  that  in 
order  to  obtain  desirable  varieties  he  might  present  or  trade  books  of  proofs  that  he  had 
made  up  from  his  collection.  Up  until  that  time  proofs  had  been  collected  mainly  by 
these  engravers  as  a sort  of  working  library  and  the  engravers  exchanged  proofs  among 
themselves,  which  were  valued  highly  and  seldom  sold. 

He  is  credited  with  preparing  the  large  books  of  essays  and  proofs  that  were  about 
1900  made  up  for  officers  and  directors  of  the  American  Bank  Note  Co.  from  dupli- 
cates in  the  files.  He  assisted  John  N.  Luff  with  information  for  Luff's  book  on  U.  S. 
Stamps  which  included  sheets  of  India  paper  plate  proofs  in  various  shades,  and  proba- 
bly the  1869  small  numeral  essays.  The  1847  trimmed  die  proofs  on  laid  paper  were 
found  by  him  about  1897  and  were  listed  in  Scott’s  Catalogue  as  stamps  from  1900  to 
1904  when  it  was  found  they  were  die  proofs. 

In  1900  he  arranged  for  the  U.  S.  Post  Office  Department  its  creditable  exhibit  of 
U.  S.  stamps  at  the  Paris  Exposition  including  complete  sheets  of  card  board  proofs, 
and  also  loaned  a portion  of  bis  own  collection  particularly  SPECIMEN  stamps.  Vir- 
tually the  same  exhibit  was  sent  to  the  Pan-American  Exposition  at  Buffalo  the  following 
year  where  his  stamp  collection  was  stolen  and  two  years  later  were  recovered.  He  also 
advised  the  Bureau  of  Engraving  & Printing  in  the  philatelic  preparation  of  the  1903 
album  of  small  die  proofs. 

H is  foreign  stamp  and  proof  collection  and  U.  S.  plate  proof  sheet  collection  was 
sold  by  J.  W.  Scott  and  J.  C.  Morgenthau  for  about  $50,000.  His  main  collection  of 
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U.  S.  essays  and  proofs  was  sold  for  $30,000.  to  Lord  Crawford  thru  A.  Batchelder  of 
the  New  England  Stamp  Co.  Some  duplicates  were  sold  to  H.  H.  Wilson  but  the  bulk 
of  h is  duplicate  collection  was  sold  to  John  Klemann  of  the  Nassau  Stamp  Co.  for  $9,000. 

On  March  23,  1903,  The  J.  W.  Scott  Co.,  Ltd.  held  an  auction  of  about  400  lots  of 
boreign  Stamps  and  Proofs  from  selected  countries,  JJ.  S.  Proofs , Essays  and  Specimens 
and  a Small  Philatelic  Library , being  a portion  of  the  collection  acquired  by  Henry  G. 
Alandel.  It  was  cataloged  for  J.  W.  Scott  and  J.  C.  Morgenthau,  and  a priced  catalog 
has  been  shown  us  through  the  courtesy  of  Samuel  W.  Comstock. 


Among  the  BRAZIL  stamps  (?)  in  this  sale  we  find  the  following  varieties,  which 
may  be  proofs:  1866  ior  vermillion  imperf.  block  of  four  o.  g.  unused,  now  Scott’s  53a 
not  priced;  same  on  chemical  blued  paper  unsevered  pair  now  Scott’s  53c  unpriced;  same 
on  deep  blue  imperf.  unused  o.  g.  block  of  four;  200r  black  on  laid  paper  unused  o.  g. 
not  listed  by  Scott;  20r  red-lilac  on  deep  blue  unused  o.  g.  Scott’s  54c  priced  only  unused; 
20r  red-lilac  on  deep  blue  imperf.  block  of  four  unused  o.  g.  Scott’s  54b  not  priced;  50r 
blue  on  deep  blue  unused  o.  g.  Scott’s  56a  priced  only  unused;  8or  slate-violet  (slight 
blued)  unused  o.  g.  Scott’s  57a  priced  only  unused;  ioor  green  (slight  blued)  unused  o.  g. 
Scott’s  58b  priced  only  unused;  1878  complete  set  imperf.  each  in  strips  of  three  Scott’s 
68a  to  77a  all  priced  only  unused. 

Under  the  CANADA  stamps  we  note  a Scott’s  3 I2p  black,  laid  paper,  fine,  unused 
w'hich  sold  for  $305.50.  There  were  also  unused  blocks  of  four  imperforate  o.  g.  of 
the  1859  Scott’s  14a  ic  pink,  Scott’s  18a  2c  pink,  Scott’s  15a  5c  vermillion,  Scott’s  16b 
ioc  red-lilac,  Scott’s  19b  12U2C  yellow'  green  and  Scott’s  20b  17c  blue.  There  were  also 
eighteen  lots  of  1897  and  1898  all  imperf.  blocks  of  four  unused  o.  g. ; of  1897  Scott’s  66 
to  73,  the  U>c,  ic,  2c,  3c,  5c,  6c,  8c,  ioc  and  a strip  of  three  5c  blue  on  w'hite,  no  gum,  also 
1898  Scott’s  74  to  91  y2c,  ic,  2c,  5c,  6c,  8c,  ioc,  Scott’s  82a  2c  map  in  both  lavender  and 
blue,  all  imperf.  blocks  of  four.  All  these  were  withdrawn  from  sale  and  Mr.  Com- 
stock’s catalog  has  a pencil  notation  “Canadian  Government  would  not  allow  the  sale  of.” 
Scott’s  1940  Catalogue  has  a note  after  the  1897  listings  “All  values  of  this  issue  exist 
imperforate,”  and  after  the  1898  listings  “All  values  of  this  issue  except  Nos.  76  (2c 
purple  I)  and  77  (3c  carmine)  exist  imperforate.”  There  is  no  such  note  in  the  catalog 
after  the  twTo  map  stamps,  one  only  of  w'hich  is  listed  and  priced  as  82a  Imperf.  Appar- 
ently H.  G.  Mandel  also  had  the  1898  2C  purple  and  2c  map  in  carmine  both  imperf. 
blocks  of  four.  If  it  is  true  that  the  Canadian  Government  wTould  not  allow  these  to  be 
sold,  then  they  must  have  been  finished  imperf.  proofs,  wrhich  Mr.  Mandel  of  the  American 
Bank  Note  Co.  had  acquired,  and  W'hich  may  have  been  incorrectly  cataloged  as  stamps. 
In  such  case  it  w'ould  have  been  natural  to  withdraw'  them  from  the  sale  as  incorrectly 
described.  We  believe  they  may  be  proofs,  as  none  of  these  are  knowm  postally  used 
contemporaneously. 


An  1875  unissued  stamp  (essay)  I2l/2c  blue  small  size,  gummed  and  perf.  realized 
$8.00:  we  w'ould  like  to  see  and  catalog  it. 

Another  lot  w^as  ‘ A jnagnificent  collection  in  full  Morocco  album  of  the  proofs  and 
essays  of  Canada.  This  includes  practically  every  knowm  variety,  including  many  unique 
pieces,  the  I2p  black  with  and  wfithout  specimen,  etc.  etc. — The  map  stamp  in  all  stages  of 
the  plate.  Drawings  for  new'  sets.  NEW  BRUNSWICK  in  all  colors;  NO\  A SCO  I IA 
and  NEWFOUNDLAND  on  the  same  scale;  1577  varieties.” 

Listed  under  HAYTI  we  note  1896  Scott’s  39a  2c  red-brown  imperf.  vertical  pair 
unused  o.  g.  very  rare,  priced  only  unused;  Scott’s  40a  3c  gray-lilac  imperf.  vertical  pair 
unused  o.  g.,  priced  only  unused,  Scott’s  43a  20c  orange  imperf.  vertical  pair  unused  o.  g., 
priced  only  unused. 


There  w'as  also  a Morocco  album  of  essays  and  proofs  of  NICARAGUA,  URU- 
GUAY, GUATEMALA,  ARGENTINE,  VENEZUELA,  ECUADOR,  HONDURAS, 
DOMINICAN  REPUBLIC,  SALVADOR,  COLOMBIA,  PANAMA,  COSTA  RICA. 
BOLIVIA  AND  HAYTI,  917  varieties  that  sold  for  $360.00. 
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A third  volume  of  essays  and  proofs  of  HAWAII,  BRAZIL,  PERU  and  CHILI  in 
every  color  and  condition,  1077  varieties,  realized  $325.00. 

Mr.  Mandel’s  library  contained  philatelic  magazines  and  catalogs  mostly  from  1886 
to  1901  which  may  indicate  the  time  of  his  philatelic  activities. 

He  also  had  a rare  proof  of  the  Great  Britain  1840  Mulready  envelope  on  India 
paper. 

United  States 

Among  Mandel’s  U.  S.  essays  and  proofs  sold  in  this  auction  sale,  I note  the  follow- 
ing unusual  items: 

1845  New  York  Postmaster  5c  die  proofs  with  essay  medallion  below  in  black,  brown, 
mauve,  blue,  red  and  green.  1847 — large  die  essays  of  5c  and  10c  showing  six  different 
stages  of  the  dies,  probably  28E-B  5c  vignette  and  28E-C  5c  frame,  29E-B-1OC  vignette  and 
29E-C  ioc  frame. 

Large  die  proofs  in  normal  colors  of  the  1851,  1861,  1869,  1870,  1873,  1882-8,  1890,. 
1893,  1901  and  1898  hi-color  die  essays,  1879  Postage  Due,  1865  and  1875  Newspapers,. 
Agriculture  and  Executive. 

Among  the  trial  color  large  die  proofs  were  the  1871  ic,  2c,  3c,  4c,  5c,  6c,  ioc,  15c,. 
30c  and  90c  each  in  six  colors,  except  the  latter  two  of  which  there  were  only  four  colors. 
Of  the  1870  3c  he  had  eight  colors,  brown,  dark-brown,  light  brown,  magenta,  yellow,  dark 
green,  light  green,  light  purple  and  light  magenta.  Some  of  all  these  may  have  been 
incomplete  and  now  listed  as  essays. 

Of  the  1847  5c  and  ioc  normal  color  die  proofs  on  colored  bond  papers  showing 
cross  hatching  in  margins,  he  had  them  both  in  normal  colors  on  green,  orange  and  buff; 
each  on  rare  pink  paper  in  carmine,  scarlet,  blue,  orange,  yellow,  and  green;  on  rare 
cream  paper  in  yellow,  orange,  carmine  and  scarlet;  and  on  white  paper  in  blue  and  green. 

Of  the  1851  1 2c  vignettes  only  he  had  the  head  faced  both  to  left  and  to  right,  the 
latter  of  wThich  wTe  have  never  seen.  Of  the  1869  die  essays  he  had  the  (5c)  6c  in  seven 
colors,  ioc  in  eight  colors,  30c  in  seven  colors. 

He  had  India  paper  plate  number  blocks  of  12  wTith  Imprint,  practically  complete 
from  1861  to  1890. 


Wrongly  Called  “Mandel”  Die  Proofs 

(See  illustration  on  front  cover.) 

In  the  London  Philatelist,  March,  1928,  p.  50,  Lieut. -Colonel  M.  A.  Studd  wrote 
“Mandell  thus  had  access  to  all  the  original  plates  and  made  (s?c)  reprints  from  them, 
under  orders  from  his  firm.”  “These  reprints  were  taken  for  various  purposes,  among 
others  as  follows — 

(a)  For  advertising  purposes  in  the  form  of  die  proofs,  plate  proofs,  or  lithographed 
(s?c)  sheets  containing  seventeen  examples  of  the  firm’s  wTork.  This  sheet  (see  front  cover 
of  this  Journal)  included  a and  iod.  Canada.” 

(h)  For  official  (s?c)  use  by  the  Canadian  Government  for  many  and  varied  purposes.” 

Colonel  Studd  gave  no  documentation  for  these  statements,  wffiich  are  probably  respon- 
sible for  the  wrrong  attributions  in  later  British  publications.  We  have  not  seen  the  sheet 
dated  1864  but  doubt  that  the  American  Bank  Note  Co.  would  have  made  samples  of  their 
engraved  work  by  lithograph  which  they  have  taken  much  effort  to  advertise  does  not  pro- 
vide the  security  of  line  engraved  work.  We  know  of  no  lithographic  products  of  that 
company  prior  to  1870  or  later.  All  the  sixty  sheets,  or  portions  of  the  sheets,  illustrated 
on  our  cover,  that  we  have  seen  are  clearly  engraved  impressions. 

We  cannot  understand  why  the  Canadian  Government  wTould  use  sheets  containing 
only  three  Canadian  stamp  proofs  and  fourteen  proofs  of  the  stamps  of  other  countries. 
They  could  easily  have  obtained  proofs  of  their  own  stamps  only. 

In  The  Regent  Encyclopaedia  of  Empire  Postage  Stamps,  the  Regent  Stamp  Catalogue 
of  the  Postage  Stamps  of  the  British  Commonwealth  of  Nations  and  in  the  Philatelist 
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reference  to  Newfoundland  proofs  sold  in  London  November,  1943,  we  find  the  proofs  of 
many  stamps  (particularly  of  Canada)  made  by  the  American  Bank  Note  Co.  and  their 
predecessors,  Rawdon,  Wright,  Hatch  & Edson  wrongly  called  “Reprints  in  bright  colors 
by  Mandel”  and  “Die  proofs  Mandel.”  This  error  of  attribution  has  naturally  been 
repeated  many  times  in  British  publications  and  sale  catalogs. 

Elsewhere  in  this  Journal  will  be  found  a biographical  sketch  of  Henry  G.  Mandel. 
The  die  proofs  so  wrongly  referred  to  as  “Mandel"  proofs  are  those  cut  from  small  sheets, 
one  about  five  by  six  inches  in  size,  another  (1864)  which  contains  also  some  U.  S. 
Essays  by  Gavit  & Co.,  Bald,  Cousland  & Co.  and  proofs  of  the  stamps  of  many  North  and 
South  American  countries.  These  sheets  of  proofs  bear  the  name  of  the  American  Bank 
Note  Co.  and  there  are  at  least  three  different  sheet  assemblies  of  about  fifteen  to  twenty 
different  proofs.  One  of  these  sheets  is  dated  1864  illustrated  p.  295  of  The  Stamp  Lover 
for  April,  1937).  The  designs  contained  on  the  other  sheets  were  engraved  prior  to  1870, 
one  sheet  being  illustrated  on  this  cover. 

From  the  form  and  appearance  of  these  sheets  of  proofs  embellished  with  scrolls,  or 
frame  lines,  parts  of  which  frequently  appear  on  the  margins  of  proofs  cut  therefrom,  and 
the  inscription  SPECIMENS  OF  POSTAGE  STAMPS  ENGRAVED  AND  PRINTED 
BY  THE  AMERICAN  BANK  NOTE  COMPANY— NEW  YORK  it  is  clearly  appar- 
ent that  they  were  prepared  as  examples  of  their  work  for  use  by  their  agents  who  travelled 
abroad  to  secure  contracts. 

Prints  from  the  cover  illustrated  plate,  generally  called  “small  die  proofs"  because  the 
margins  are  larger  than  can  be  obtained  from  the  approved  stamp  plates,  exist  on  (a)  white 
bond  paper  .004"  thick  and  (b)  on  very  faint  orange-yellow  soft  wove  paper  .0025,/  thick. 
Those  on  white  bond  paper  are  much  scarcer  than  those  on  yellowish  wove  paper.  Those 
on  yellowish  wove  paper  come  in  many  colors,  tints  and  shades  closely  related  and  we  have 
seen  nearly  sixty  color  varieties.  These  may  have  been  from  a salesman  s color  sample 
book  from  which  customers  might  select  the  color  of  the  stamps  desired.  T he  following 
list  of  colors  has  been  seen.  Naturally  all  the  designs  on  this  sheet  once  existed  in  each 
color,  though  they  have  mostly  been  cut  into  singles  (we  have  seen  only  five  or  six  whole 
sheets) . 

a.  On  White  Bond  Paper  .004"  thick. 

3 d/1  dim  pale  orange-red  33  j/0  v.  deep  g-y-green 

5-/3  dismal  o-o-red  35  k/1  dim  dark  green 


b.  O11  17  s/2  v.  faint  o-yellow  soft  wove  paper  .0025"  thick. 


1  d/1  dim  pale  red 
1 d/4  smoky  pale  red 
1-/2  dull  red 
1 i/2  dull  deep  red 
1 k/1  dim  dark  red 
1 m/0  dusky  red 
3 -/2  dull  orange-red 
3 i/1  dim  deep  o-red 
5 d/2  dull  pale  o-o-red 
5-/2  dull  o-o-red 
5 -/3  dismal  o-o-red 
5 i/0  deep  o-o-red 
5 k/4  smoky  dark  o-o- 
red 

7 h/2  dull  m.  deep  red- 
orange 

7 i/0  deep  red-orange 
9 i/0  deep  o-r-orange 
9 i/2  dull  deep  o-r- 
orange 

9 k/4  smoky  dark  o-r- 
orange 

11  i/1  dim  deep  orange 
13  i/2  dull  deep  o-y- 
orange 


15  b/ 2 dull  light  y- 
orange 

15-/2  dull  yellow-orange 

15  k/  3 dismal  dark  y- 
orange 

17  b/ 3 dismal  light  or- 
ange-yellow 

17  a/ 2 dull  v.  vivid  o- 
yellow 

17-/3  dismal  orange- 
yellow 

19  i/1  dim  deep  y-o-yel- 
low 

19  i/ 2 dull  deep  y-o- 
yellow 

21  b/2  dull  light  o-y- 
yellow 

21-/3  dismal  o-y-yellow 

23  f/5  gloomy  faint 
yellow 

23  b/ 5 gloomy  light 
yellow 

2  5 d/4  smoky  pale  y-g- 
yellow 

25  b/ 4 smoky  light  y-g- 
yellow 


2 9 d/ 4 smoky  pale  g-g- 

yellow 

3 5 b/ 5 gloomy  light  green 
3 5-/5  gloomy  green 
37-/5  gloomy  g-b-green 
45  i/2  dull  deep  b-g-blue 
55  i/ 2 dull  deep  blue-vio- 
let 

59  -/2  dull  violet 
61  a/ 3 dismal  v.  vivid  v- 
r-violet 

61  i/ 2 dull  deep  v-r-violet 
65  b/ 4 smoky  light  r-r- 
violet 

6 5 -/4  smoky  r-r-violet 
65  1/3  dismal  v-dark  r-r- 
violet 

69  i/ 3 dismal  deep  r-v- 
red 

6 9 i/ 4 smoky  deep  r-v-red 
69  i/ 5 gloomy  deep  r-v- 
red 

6 9 k/0  dark  r-v-red 

7 2 d/1  dim  pale  m.  v-r- 

red 

72-/2  dull  m.  v-r-red 
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We  h ave  no  evidence  that  Henry  G.  Mandel,  nor  any  other  Mandel,  was  employed  by 
the  American  Bank  Note  Co.  as  early  as  1864  when  he  was  only  seven  years  of  age.  He 
w^as  not  a line  engraver  nor  a printer  and  it  is  beyond  the  scope  of  possibility  that  he  could 
have  had  any  connection  whatever  with  these  proofs.  Proofs  were  usually  printed  only 
by  the  “proofer”  for  every  engraving  company.  Mandel’s  philatelic  activities  ranged 
from  about  1886  until  his  death  in  1902  and  all  of  these  proof  designs  were  out  of  date  by 
his  time.  They  would  not  likely  then  have  been  used  as  up  to  date  examples  of  the  best 
work  of  the  A.  B.  N.  Co.  We  have  no  evidence  that  this  plate  was  reprinted. 

Henry  G.  M andel’s  collection  of  U.  S.  A.  and  Foreign  proofs  was  sold  by  J.  W.  Scott 
Co.  Ltd.  on  March  23,  1903.  We  have  carefully  examined  this  sale  catalog  and  fail  to 
find  that  a single  one  of  these  so  called  “Mandel  die  proofs”  was  in  his  collection. 

As  there  is  no  evidence  available  that  Henry  G.  Mandel  could  have  had  any  connection 
with  these  proofs,  the  “Mandel”  name  should  be  dropped  from  all  references  to  them. 


Reviews  of  Publications 


Dietz  Confederate  States  Catalog  and  H andbook , 1945,  by  The  Dietz  Press,  Inc.,  Richmond, 

Va.,  231  pages,  cloth  bound,  Price  $3.00. 

The  “complete  story  of  Confederates”  as  claimed  by  the  silent  author,  August  Dietz, 
E.  P.  S.,  in  his  Foreword  is  fully  warranted  by  this  handsomely  printed  volume  of  “stan- 
dard” size  pages,  similar  to  Scotts’  U.  S.  and  Standard  Catalogues.  Since  the  previous 
edition  in  1937  much  new  information  has  become  available  to  our  beloved  and  modest 
author  who,  while  anonymous,  is  never  too  tired  to  add  to  and  record  new  discoveries  for 
the  benefit  of  collectors,  regardless  of  his  personal  time  and  expense.  This  “labor  of  love” 
is  truly  a monument  to  him  as  well  as  to  the  specialty  which  is  his  life  hobby.  Several 
advanced  collectors  have  also  furnished  much  new  information  on  new  topics  not  hereto- 
fore covered  in  this  catalog,  while  acknowledgements  for  assistance  are  made  to  64  others. 
Truly  this  book  represents  the  most  composite  contribution  of  most  of  those  students  able 
to  assist  in  its  production. 

Of  special  interest  to  our  readers  are  the  references  to  proofs  under  the  listings  of 
each  stamp  and  the  two  fully  illustrated  catalog  pages  listing  Essays  and  Proofs,  each 
priced.  Even  the  Private  Reprintings  (essays)  from  the  De  La  Rue  two  and  ten  cents 
plates,  never  postally  used,  are  covered,  except  that  no  attempt  has  been  made  to  list  the 
known  colors  and  papers  of  the  latter.  The  De  La  Rue  one  cent  orange  is  actually  an 
essay  never  sold  for  postage  duty.  Faked  essays  are  also  illustrated  and  described,  as  well 
as  many  private  reprints  (proofs)  after  the  war  from  original  plates  of  postmasters  stamps. 
There  is  also  a short  chapter  on  Confederate  States  Currency.  Students  interested  in  any 
phase  of  Confederate  Postal  History  will  find  this  volume  indispensable. 


Philatelic  Gossip,  December  16,  1944,  p.  350  has  an  excellent  propaganda  article 
entitled  “Let’s  Collect  Essays  and  Proofs”  by  Ensign  James  F.  McDonough,  E.P.S.  243. 
The  author  writes  enthusiastically  about  the  exquisite  beauty  and  relative  scarcity  of  essays 
and  proofs  and  also  explains  their  definitions.  He  tells  why  they  were  made  and  how  they 
may  be  collected  and  also  discusses  values.  We  urge  all  who  may  know  prospective  con- 
verts to  our  hobby  to  read  and  place  this  article  before  your  friends. 


A New  Director 

With  deep  regret  we  announce  the  resignation  of  Vinton  E.  Sisson  from  the  Board  of 
Directors.  Your  president  would  like  to  have  suggestions  from  our  members  of  an 
enthusiastic  member  to  fill  the  vacancy  until  the  Annual  Election  next  August  21,  1945. 
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Canada  1851  Black  Die  Essays  on  Opaque  AVTove  Paper. 

Popular  Stamps,  Cobden,  Ontario,  Canada,  for  December,  1944,  contains  “Lichtenstein 
Shows  Historic  B.  N.  A.  to  Toronto  S.  C.  Club”  by  Andrew  McLauchlin.  Prior  to  this 
exhibition  by  our  E.  P.  S.  charter  member  Alfred  F.  Lichtenstein,  Fred  Jarrett  displayed 
several  dozen  pages  from  his  collection  of  Canada  Essays,  Reprints  and  Proofs.  The  pages 
contained  the  original  Sir  Sanford  Fleming  essay  of  the  1851  is,  black  Beaver  3E-A  die 
essay  and  the  15  cents  essay  illustrated  in  our  Catalog  in  this  Journal. 

“Stamps  That  Might  Have  Been”  on  page  13,  tells  the  story  and  illustrates  the  1914 
Canada  1 cent,  2 cents  and  5 cents  Peace  Essays  designed  and  engraved  by  the  American 
Bank  Note  Co.,  but  not  issued  due  to  the  European  War.  It  is  very  interesting  to  compare 
these  1914  Peace  Essays  with  the  537aE  2 cents  and  537b-E  5 cents  Peace  Essays  proposed 
to  be  issued  by  the  United  States  at  the  same  time,  but  not  issued  for  the  same  reason. 

In  this  excellent  Canadian  magazine  for  July-August,  1944,  page  6 “Fiscal  Inklings” 
by  L.  A.  Mann,  contains  some  very  interesting  comments  on  Canadian  Revenue  Proofs. 
He  quotes  the  C.  R.  S.  listing  that  “no  proofs  of  the  First  Issue  are  known.’’  “Or  are 
these  imperforate  pairs  of  proofs?”  We  assume  he  refers  to  imperforate  pairs  on  regular 
stamp  paper.  We  have  before  us  1871  Ontario  Law  Stamp  imperforate  proofs  on  stamp 
paper  10c,  80c  and  1.00  each  in  7 i/i  dim  deep  red-orange,  13  m/o  dusky  o-y-orange 
(brown),  33  m i dim  dusky  g-y-green  and  45  m/i  dim  dusky  b-g-blue. 

Mr.  Mann  writes  “Thirty  years  of  collecting  have  yielded  26  copies  (of  Canadian 
Second  Issue  Revenue  Proofs)  in  my  collecting,  among  them  a pair  of  5c,  and  a few 
duplicates.  Jarrett  (1929)  listed  but  seven  of  these  things.  That’s  a third  of  my  varieties, 
and  I don’t  believe  for  a minute  that  I have  a quarter  of  the  varieties  which  exist.  But 
where  are  they  and  who  has  them?’’  In  the  collection  before  us  there  are  31  single 
varieties  including  a 10c  essay  and  a 3c  SPECIMEN,  of  this  1871  issue,  plus  14  pairs,  nine 
of  which  are  in  red  and  so  called  small  die  proofs  of  the  10c  in  five  colors  from  the 
A.  B.  N.  C.  sample  color  sheets  illustrated  on  our  cover.  This  collection  also  contains  a 
number  of  other  Canadian  Revenue  Proofs  wrhich  we  expect  to  catalog  in  a future  issue 
of  this  Journal.  We  earnestly  request  submissions  of  these  proofs  for  cataloging  in  order 
that  the  listing  be  as  complete  as  possible. 


The  Philatelist  (London)  for  October,  1944,  contains  The  “Peace  and  Commerce” 
Stamps  of  France  by  L.  N.  and  M.  Williams.  There  are  illustrations  of  three  of  the  431 
competitive  essays  of  the  1875  designs  not  accepted  and  also  the  Original  Drawing  by 
(Jules  Auguste)  Sage  which  was  used  as  a basis  for  the  design  accepted.  This  article  is 
very  interesting  and  wrell  written  and  we  hope  these  authors  may  contribute  to  our  Journal 
similar  articles  as  to  the  preliminary  preparations  for  stamp  issues.  T his  article  covers  a 
complete  history  of  the  issues  of  this  design  including  the  forgeries. 

The  Perkins,  Bacon  Colours-V — by  Robson  Lowe  is  continued  through  the  violet 
hues. 

The  Prince  Consort  Essay  (Great  Britain  1852)  by  Berry  Wood  is  another  excellent 
article  such  as  we  would  like  to  present  to  our  readers. 
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Surrender  of  Gen’l.  Burgoyne. 

Engraved  by  James  Smillie  for  the  National  Bank  Note  Co.  and 
reengraved  in  miniature  by  him  in  1868  for  the  1869  30c  essay. 


James  Smillie 

The  Pictorial  Engraver,  1807*188 


By  Thomas  F.  Morris. 

(Copyright  1945  by  the  Author.) 

(Continued  from  Journal  No.  4,  Vol.  I.  p.  207,  Oct.  1944.) 

His  Miniatnre  Vignettes  for  Stamps 

Smillie  resumed  his  work  with  the  National  Bank  Note  Company  and  his  wounded 
feelings  were  somewhat  soothed  by  the  fact  that  under  a new  contract  his  salary  was 
doubled.  “To  me,”  he  wrote  at  the  time,  “it  was  a great  sacrifice  to  relinquish  the  branch 
of  engraving  that  might  have  afforded  the  chance  of  leaving  behind  me  work  of  some  little 
mark.  But,  necessity  knows  no  law.  Old  age  is  creeping  on.  There  seems  to  be  little 
to  choose.  So  far  as  I can  see,  the  only  opportunity  offered  for  making  life  more  comfort- 
able when,  perhaps,  I may  not  be  able  to  do  any  work,  is  to  avail  myself  of  what  seems 
to  be  the  line  marked  out  for  me  by  a merciful  Father.” 

On  October  3,  1868,  the  National  Bank  Note  Company  was  awarded  the  contract 
for  the  printing  of  a new  series  of  United  States  Postage  stamps,  which  have  since  been 
designated  as  the  issue  of  1869.  Although  the  National  was  the  highest  bidder,  the 
superior  beauty  and  excellence  of  their  engraved  designs  and  the  stamp  embossing  process 
to  which  they  had  been  granted  exclusive  use  by  the  patentee,  was  responsible  for  their 
receipt  of  the  contract. 

It  was  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  the  Post  Office  Department  that  designs  of  a 
pictorial  nature  were  chosen,  and  it  also  marked  the  initial  printing  of  United  States 
stamps  carrying  two  colors.  There  were  ten  denominations  in  the  series,  and  Smillie  was 
responsible  for  engraving  the  pictorial  part  of  the  12c,  15c  and  24c  issues.  The  official 
description  of  the  adopted  designs  and  colors  was  as  follows:  12c  ocean  steamship,  color 
milori  green;  15c  Landing  of  Columbus;  24c  Signing  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence, 
color  purple-lake,  and  scroll  and  ornamental  work  light  milori  green. (3) 


(3)  Editors  Note — The  locomotive  on  the  1869  3 cents  stamp,  which  is  attributed  to  Christian  Rost, 
was  reduced  from  James  Smillie’s  vignette  used  on  the  $1.00  bank  note  of  the  Northwestern  Bank  of  Warren, 
Pa.  produced  by  the  National  Bank  Note  Co.,  and  also  on  a $500.00  bank  note  of  Montgomery,  Alabama, 
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A philatelic  publication  at  that  time  highly  praised  the  proofs  of  the  original  designs 
and  colors  selected  by  the  Bank  Note  Company,  but  the  Post  Office  Department  decided 
to  change  the  tints;  the  designs  were  also  altered  by  an  enlargement  of  the  numerals,  which 
did  not  harmonize  with  the  balance  of  the  design. 

Smillie,  eight  years  before,  had  engraved  a striking  vignette  of  the  S.  S.  “Adriatic” 
from  a drawing  by  Parsons,  and  he  used  this  picture  in  preparing  the  engraving  for  the 
1 2c  issue  of  this  series. 

One  of  the  most  difficult  pieces  of  line  engraving  ever  executed  by  an  engraver  on  any 
of  the  United  States  stamp  was  the  picture  of  the  signing  of  the  “Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence” after  the  painting  by  Trumbull  in  the  Capitol  at  Washington,  used  on  the  24c 
issue.  All  of  the  forty  two  figures  which  Trumbull  placed  in  the  original  painting  were 
reproduced  by  Smillie  on  the  die  in  a space  6/16"  by  13/16  inches.  With  the  aid  of  a strong 
glass  an  observer  can  distinguish  the  likenesses  of  six  principal  signers  of  the  Declaration  of 
Independence,  yet  the  engraved  head  of  each  figure  is  smaller  than  the  head  of  a pin. 

Two  designs  of  the  30c  issue  of  this  series  were  prepared  by  the  National,  but  for 
some  unexplained  reason,  Smillie’s  engraving  of  Trumbull’s  “Surrender  of  Burgoyne  at 
Saratoga,”  was  not  adopted.  It  was  similar  in  design  to  the  24c  stamp,  the  engraved  picture 
occupying  the  central  part  of  the  space  surrounded  by  scroll  and  ornamental  work.  The 
National  had  used  this  picture  on  the  back  of  the  $500.00  National  Bank  Note,  First 
Charter  Period,  issued  in  1864,  and  Smillie  used  a copy  of  it  for  his  study  in  reducing 
the  picture  to  the  given  space  on  the  die.  Besides  placing  all  of  the  details  of  the  original 
in  his  picture,  he  copied  the  twenty  one  figures  and  engraved  them  with  the  same  degree 
of  skill  he  had  exerted  on  the  24c  stamp  carrying  the  picture  Signing  of  the  Declaration 
of  Independence.” 

Smillie’s  Bank  Note  Vignettes 

In  the  latter  part  of  1868  John  E.  Gavit,  President  of  the  American  Bank  Note 
Company  made  a contract  with  James  Smillie  after  offering  him  a higher  salary  than 
that  paid  to  him  by  the  National.  In  1872  the  American  increased  his  salary  by  a generous 
sum,  and  by  that  time  he  and  his  son,  James  D.,  were  receiving  the  highest  salaries  ever 
paid  to  any  engravers  in  the  bank  note  profession.  In  the  early  years  he  had  been  associ- 
ated with  Rawdon,  Wright  & Hatch  while  his  brother,  William,  was  with  Toppan, 
Carpenter  & Co.,  and  both  companies  were  part  of  the  consolidation  of  the  American 
Bank  Note  Company,  effected  in  1858.  His  two  sons,  James  David  and  William  Main 
had  been  working  side  by  side  for  many  years  in  the  production  and  engraving  end  of  the 
same  company  so  that  when  their  father  joined  them  in  1868  the  American  Bank  Note 
Company  had  in  its  employ  the  greatest  bank  note  talent  ever  to  be  concentrated  in  one 
family  in  America. 

In  the  late  sixties  it  became  necessary  for  the  United  States  Treasury  to  consider  a 
new  design  for  currency  to  be  used  in  California  and  along  the  Pacific  Coast.  The 
National  Banking  Act  had  been  in  operation  for  approximately  seven  years  and  during  that 
period,  although  over  one  thousand  banks  had  been  chartered  throughout  the  country, 
not  one  of  them  was  on  the  Pacific  Coast. 

Gold  had  been  discovered  in  California  in  1848  and  during  the  following  twenty  years 
the  popularity  of  paper  currency  decreased.  T he  people  in  the  west  would  consider  no 
medium  of  exchange  but  gold  dust,  nuggets,  pioneer  or  territorial  gold  coins  of  the  assavers, 
or  coin  struck  at  the  San  Francisco  mint.  Their  timidity  in  regard  to  greenbacks  was  due 
to  the  troubles  incurred  by  the  Eastern  banks  when  they  tried  to  redeem  their  own  issues 
of  paper  currency  following  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  War. 

The  Government  therefore  wished  to  effect  a Banking  Act  providing  for  the  organiza- 
tion of  National  Gold  Banks  where  the  people  of  the  Pacific  Coast  could  redeem  their 
currency  in  gold  coin  either  at  the  bank  of  issue  or  at  the  I reasury  Department  of  the 
Government.  In  July  1870  Congress  passed  the  Act  providing  for  the  organization  of 
National  Gold  Banks  and  during  the  next  five  years  nine  banks  were  chartered  in  Cali- 
fornia and  one  in  Boston. 

The  Government  called  upon  the  American  Bank  Note  Company  to  submit  a new 
design  for  currency  and  the  Treasury  Department  decided  that  the  face  of  the  note  should 
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be  identical  with  that  of  the  first  series  of  National  Bank  Notes,  except  that  the  legend 
should  read,  “Redeemable  in  Gold  Coin.”  The  printing  was  to  be  on  yellow  paper  and 
the  design  for  the  hack  changed  to  carry  out  the  gold  idea. 

Smillie  engraved  a design  of  the  following  description  for  the  hack:  a group  of  United 
States  gold  coins  of  that  period,  amounting  to  a face  value  of  $211.50,  were  systematically 
arranged  in  an  oblong  panel  in  the  centre,  and  the  same  legend  which  accompanied  the 
National  Bank  Notes  of  the  first  series  was  placed  around  it.  The  design  also  contained 
a picture  of  a double  eagle  of  the  1871  series,  so  Smillie  undoubtedly  engraved  this  vignette 
during  that  same  year.  A photograph  of  the  coins  was  taken  from  which  Smillie  made  an 
etching,  and  the  etching  was  considerably  strengthened  by  the  graver  in  those  portions  which 
required  deeper  cutting.  While  the  work  is  purely  commercial  in  character,  examination 
of  a proof  of  the  engraving  will  show  that  in  order  to  produce  the  proper  metallic  appear- 
ance the  lines  were  so  finely  cut  that  they  are  invisible  to  the  eye.  The  Bank  Note  profes- 
sion of  that  day  considered  the  engraving  to  he  one  of  the  most  beautiful  examples  of  the 
engraver’s  art  and  it  ranks  as  one  of  the  finest  pieces  of  line  engraving  on  any  of  the 
issues  of  United  States  Currency.  The  proof  of  this  engraving  was  printed  in  orange 
ink  to  resemble  gold,  but  in  the  printing  of  the  notes  its  brilliance  was  entirely  lost  by  the 
use  of  black  ink  on  yellow  paper.  The  California  Notes  were  issued  in  denominations 
of  $5.00,  $10.00,  $20.00,  $50.00,  $100.00,  $500.00  and  $1,000.00  and  the  issuance  of  all 
nine  banks  totaled  only  $3,465,240.  Smillie  engraved  not  only  this  above  mentioned  de- 
sign for  the  backs  of  California  Gold  Notes  but  a few  years  before  he  had  also  engraved 
three  of  the  vignette  designs  used  on  the  face  of  these  notes.  The  Treasury  records  show 
that  all  but  approximately  $65,000  of  this  currency  has  been  redeemed  to  date,  and  not  a 
single  $1,000.00  note  remains  outstanding. 

Smillie  never  engraved  portrait  vignettes.  All  of  his  production  with  both  the 
American  and  National  Bank  Note  Companies  was  devoted  to  landscape  subjects,  aerial 
perspectives,  marine  views,  eagles,  animals  in  their  native  haunts,  ships,  locomotives,  and 
the  heads  of  animals;  they  were  used  as  bond  headings,  and  for  the  embellishment  of 
domestic  and  foreign  bank  notes. (4) 

During  his  twenty-four  years’  association  with  the  Bank  Note  Companies,  James 
Smillie  engraved  (either  alone  or  in  collaboration  with  his  son)  more  than  300  vignettes. 
That  is  a gigantic  achievement  when  one  considers  that  the  time  involved  in  producing  a 
vignette  amounts  to  from  three  weeks  to  one  month’s  constant  work. 

James  Smillie  was  known  by  his  intimates  in  the  bank  note  fraternity  as  “Uncle 
Jimmy,”  but  the  same  men  looked  upon  him  with  the  deepest  reverence  and  respect.  The 
following  story  is  told  of  an  incident  which  occurred  during  the  period  of  Smillie’s  asso- 
ciation with  the  American  Bank  Note  Company.  He  had  finished  engraving  a vignette 
and  wanted  a proof  taken  of  it,  but  had  never  been  satisfied  with  the  results  given  him  by 
the  regular  proover  in  the  department  and  consulted  his  son,  William  Main,  who  was  in 
charge  of  the  engraving  end  of  the  business.  William  was  naturally  anxious  to  please  his 
father  and  said,  “Mr.  Smillie  I think  I have  the  proper  man  for  you  by  the  name  of  John 
Fitzpatrick,  who  might  be  able  to  prove  your  work  and  get  the  results  you  desire.”  He 
sent  for  Fitzpatrick  and  after  James  Smillie  had  explained  his  wishes,  the  proover  being 
a modest  man,  said  he  would  try  to  give  him  what  he  wanted.  Fitzpatrick  took  the  plate 
and  after  a short  interval  returned  to  present  the  proof  to  James  Smillie.  The  engraver’s 
face  immediately  brightened.  He  took  Fitzpatrick  by  the  arms,  shook  them  with  great 
joy  and  told  his  son  that  thereafter  Fitzpatrick  was  the  only  man  in  the  American  Bank 
Note  Company  whom  he  wanted  to  prove  his  work.  So  Fitzpatrick  became  known  as  an 
expert  in  the  taking  of  proofs  of  vignettes  and  no  other  man  had  the  pleasure  and  the 
privilege  of  doing  this  work  for  James  Smillie. 


In  1874  Smillie  purchased  a house  on  the  southern  outskirts  of  the  City  of  Pough- 
keepsie to  escape  from  the  noise  and  disturbing  confusion  of  the  city.  His  brother  William 
Cumming  Smillie  also  retired  from  Canada  to  live  in  Poughkeepsie.  “The  situation  is 

(4)  Editors  Note — The  large  human  figures  in  Smillies  landscapes  were  generally  engraved  by 
others,  as  was  also  the  etching  of  his  engraved  plates. 
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By  Courtesy  of  Howard  A.  Lederer. 

A Family  of  Lions. 

James  Smillie’s  last  engraving,  Nov.  6,  1885. 

charming  " James  wrote  at  the  time.  “My  working  room  is  large,  upon  the  upper  floor, 
with  windows  looking  to  North  and  East.  The  view  to  the  north,  where  I have  my  desk, 
is  a delightful  landscape,  overlooking  Eastman  Park,  with  its  fine  trees,  lawns  and  fountain, 
to  the  left  a pleasant  glimpse  of  the  Hudson;  straight  ahead  the  spires  of  P oughkeepsie , 
and  rising  beyond  and  bounding  the  view,  the  Cats  kill  Mountains.  Vieiving  my  present 
comfortable  position,  I cannot  but  feel  deeply  grateful  to  an  All  Wise  Father.  Engraving 
as  a Fine  Art  is  probably  among  the  things  of  the  past.  Hence  it  is  my  good  fortune  that 
surviving  it  there  is  a commercial  branch  of  the  Art  that  makes  me  comfortable  in  my  old 
days.  I am  well  satisfied .” 

The  name  of  Smillie  covered  a period  of  approximately  ninety  five  years  in  the  history 
of  line  engraving  in  the  United  States,  and  over  eighty  years  in  the  exclusive  history  of 
Bank  Note  engraving.  The  last  member  of  this  great  family  to  be  identified  with  that 
business  was  George  F.  C.  Smillie,  or  “Fred”  Smillie  as  he  was  better  known,  who 
became  one  of  the  finest  portrait  and  vignette  engravers  in  the  United  States.  He  was  a 
son  of  James’  brother  David,  and  accepted  instruction  from  his  famous  Uncle  James 
early  in  life.  After  spending  his  early  years  with  the  American  Bank  Note  Company, 
“Fred”  Smillie  was  called  to  Washington  in  1893  by  Thomas  F.  Morris,  Chief  of  the 
Engraving  Division  of  the  Bureau  of  Engraving  and  Printing.  Some  of  his  finest  work 
was  done  in  engraving  the  portrait  and  vignette  dies  that  went  into  the  production  of 
U.  S.  Bonds,  Currency,  and  Stamps.  His  most  conspicuous  work  was  the  engraving  of  the 
vignette  of  allegorical  design  on  the  face  of  the  $5.00  U.  S.  Silver  Certificate,  Series  of 
1896.  He  later  became  Chief  Engraver  of  the  Bureau  and  was  in  the  employ  of  the 
Government  for  over  twenty-five  years.  He  owed  the  excellence  of  his  early  training  to 
his  devoted  uncle;  so  James  Smillie  not  only  had  the  knowledge  of  line  engraving  but  also 
had  the  ability  to  impart  that  knowledge  to  others. 

James  Smillie  continued  to  work  uninterruptedly  for  a number  of  years  in  his  studio 
at  Poughkeepsie,  taking  his  work  to  New  York  and  returning  to  his  home  with  additional 
commissions  from  the  American  Bank  Note  Company. 

It  is  of  the  greatest  interest  to  record  that  his  last  work  dated  and  signed  November 
6th,  1885,  a vignette  was  an  engraving  after  a family  of  lions  by  Rosa  Bonheur.  He  was 
taken  ill  before  it  was  completed  and  his  son  James,  who  by  then  had  discarded  his 
engraving  tools  for  oils  and  water  color,  finished  the  work. 

Concerning  his  later  days  spent  in  the  Hudson  River  Valley  Smillie  writes:  On  the 
29th  of  March  (1882)  my  dear  wife  and  I completed  the  fiftieth  year  of  our  married  life. 
The  Golden  Wedding  was  fitly  commemorated.  Surely,  God  has  been  to  us  merciful  and 
gracious . Comparatively  few  have  been  our  trials  during  our  union.  Our  children  have 
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been  spared  and  are  to  us  the  joy  of  our  old  age.  N ovember  2jrd,  1882 , my  seventy-fifth 
birthday.  In  health  and  happiness , my  wife  by  my  side,  surrounded  by  my  family  and  in 
the  full  enjoyment  of  all  the  comforts  of  life,  / have  rounded  out  my  three-quarters  of  a 
century  in  this  world.  So  far,  I am  stepping  down  the  hill  gently,  cheerfully — and  when 
I reach  the  foot  1 hope  to  hear  a voice  saying:  Enter  thou  into  the  joy  of  thy  Lord.” 

In  the  year  1885,  hi  his  home  on  the  beautiful  east  bank  of  the  Hudson  River,  Janies 
Smillie,  surrounded  by  his  art,  and  mellowed  by  the  years  of  a full  and  useful  life,  laid 
down  his  tools  with  his  life’s  work  finished.  It  was  the  termination  of  a glorious  career  of 
65  years’  intensive  labor  in  a profession  of  the  most  exacting  nature.  Through  the  sheer 
fortitude  of  his  purpose  to  create  on  steel  the  beautiful  things  of  nature,  combined  with  his 
rare  ability  to  produce  richness  in  form  and  line,  he  became  the  dean  of  his  profession  and 
the  most  noted  hank  note  engraver  of  his  time.  In  the  space  of  years  this  great  genius 
carried  his  work  to  a state  of  perfection  approached  by  few  men,  thus  rising  to  unprece- 
dented heights  of  success  in  the  art  of  steel  plate  engraving.  It  is  doubtful  that  any  man 
in  the  same  profession  has  since  been  his  peer  in  this  branch  of  artistic  achievement. 

This  great  American  engraver,  James  Smillie,  died  at  Poughkeepsie,  New  York,  on 
December  5,  1885,  at  the  age  of  78,  and  was  buried  in  the  family  plot  in  Greenwood 
Cemetery,  Brooklyn.  He  had  selected  this  ground  40  years  before  in  his  sketching  tour 
for  the  publication,  “The  Rural  Cemeteries  of  America.”  No  greater  eulogy  could  be 
written  than  the  words  of  his  son,  James  David: 

“Retiring  in  disposition  and  unobtrusive  in  manner,  his  love  for  his  family,  his  art  and 
his  religion  formed  the  atmosphere  of  his  life  and  to  the  day  of  his  death  he  remained 
sweet  in  temper  and  in  faith.” 

Finis. 


Some  Bank  Note  Vignettes  Engraved 


by  James  Smillie 


Subject 

Horses  Drinking  at  trough 
(After  F.  0.  C.  Darley) 

(Figures  by  Alfred  Jones,  Etched  by 

J.  D.  Smillie.  Finished  by  J.  S.) 
Buffalo  Hunt 

Company 

T.  C.  & Co. 

Die  No. 

Dated 

(On  State  Bank  of  Illinois  $1.00  Note) 
Riding  Indians  Killing  Buffalo 
(After  F.  O.  C.  Darley) 

(Figures  by  Alfred  Jones,  Etched  by 

J.  D.  Smillie.  Finished  by  J.  S.) 

R.  W.  & H. 

1840 

Fowls 

A.  B.  N.  Co. 

1860 

Ducks 

A.  B.  N.  Co. 

344 

Arms  of  Pennsylvania 

Inter-Oceanic  Railroad 

Capitol — Washington,  D.  C. 

Continental 

(Figure  by  Girsch) 

N.  B.  N.  Co. 

N.  B.  N.  Co. 

N.  B.  N.  Co. 

N.  B.  N.  Co. 

1861 

The  Crossing 

(Locomotive  reengraved  for  18  69  3c 
postage  stamp) 

N.  B.  N.  Co. 

1861 

Surrender  of  Gen.  Burgoyne  (after  Trumbull) 
(Reengraved  for  18  69  3 0c  postage 
stamp  essay) 

N.  B.  N.  Co. 

1861 

S.  S.  Adriatic 

(Reengraved  for  18  69  12c  postage  stamp) 
Genl.  Scott  Entering  Mexico  City 
(Figure  by  A.  Sealy) 

(used  on  U.  S.  Currency) 

Stars  & Stripes 

N.  B.  N.  Co. 

N.  B.  N.  Co. 

N.  B.  N.  Co. 

1861 

Catskill  Mountain  House 

N.  B.  N.  Co. 

1862 

Arms  of  Pennsylvania 

A.  B.  N.  Co. 

467 

Camping  on  the  Pampa 

(Figure  by  J.  D.  Smillie) 

A.  B.  N.  Co. 

618 

Bull — Buenos  Ayres 

A.  B.  N.  Co. 

622 

Pampa  Horse 

A.  B.  N.  Co. 

625 
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Lassoing  on  the  Pampas 

(Figures  by  Charles  Burt) 

Corral 

Saladero 

Arms  of  Arkansas 

New  Orleans  City  Hall 

Horse  Breaking 

Fifth  Avenue  Hotel  (NYC) 

Commercial  Arms 

Alley  of  Palms 

Mount  Hood 

Mount  Hood 

East  Falls,  Elyria 

Arms  of  Mississippi 

The  New  Depot 

Locomotive 

Arms  of  Kansas 

Gilsey  House  (NYC) 

Arms  of  Colorado 
Arms  of  Ecuador 
Cincinnati,  Ohio 

Eagle  & Phenix  Mills,  Columbus,  Ga 
Progress 

South  American  Water  Carrier 
(Figure  by  J.  D.  Smillie) 

Mule  Train  No.  2 

(Figures  by  J.  D.  Smillie) 

Dogs  Head 

Sheeps  Head 

The  World 

Arms  of  Vermont 

Arms  of  Argentina 

South  American  Ostrich  Hunting 

Locomotive 

Propeller  S.  S.  Egypt 

Cattle  “On  the  Road” 

Dog  & Treasury 
Salina,  Kansas 
Arms  of  Florida 
Reaper  in  South  America 

(Figures  by  J.  D.  Smillie) 

Eagle  for  U.  S.  Revenue  Stamp 
(Wholesale  liquor  dealers) 
(Parts  by  J.  D.  Smillie) 
Gaucho-Lassoing 
S.  S.  City  of  Tokio 
Arms  of  Alabama 
Arms  of  Florida 
Arms  of  Haiti 
Buckeye  Reaper 
Steam  Fire  Engine  No.  2 
Arms  of  Spain 
Gaucho  on  the  Pampa 
The  United  Pipe  Lines 
Chile-Bull 
Large  Condor 
The  Harbor 
Concepcion,  Chile 
Bottom  of  the  Shaft 

(Figures  by  J.  D.  Smillie) 
Brasileitra 

(Figure  B.  Girsch) 

The  King  of  the  Forest 
Arms  of  Virginia 
Arms  of  Hawaii 
Arms  of  New  Mexico 
Arms  of  Idaho 

Coins  used  on  Reverse  of  California 
Gold  Bank  Note 


A.  B.  N.  Co. 

626 

A.  B.  N.  Co. 

628 

A.  B.  N.  Co. 

630 

A.  B.  N.  Co. 

633 

A.  B.  N.  Co. 

637 

A.  B.  N.  Co. 

647 

A.  B.  N.  Co. 

651 

A.  B.  N.  Co. 

653 

A.  B.  N.  Co. 

654 

A.  B.  N.  Co. 

660 

1870 

A.  B.  N.  Co. 

1882 

A.  B.  N.  Co. 

675 

A.  B.  N.  Co. 

677 

A.  B.  N.  Co. 

682 

1871 

A.  B.  N.  Co. 

684 

A.  B.  N.  Co. 

688 

A.  B.  N.  Co. 

690 

A.  B.  N.  Co. 

692 

A.  B.  N.  Co. 

694 

A.  B.  N.  Co. 

697 

A.  B.  N.  Co. 

698 

1871 

A.  B.  N.  Co. 

709 

A.  B.  N.  Co. 

717 

A.  B.  N.  Co. 

730 

A.  B.  N.  Co. 

732 

A.  B.  N.  Co. 

735 

A.  B.  N.  Co. 

742 

A.  B.  N.  Co. 

746 

A.  B.  N.  Co. 

751 

A.  B.  N.  Co. 

777 

A.  B.  N.  Co. 

780 

1873 

A.  B.  N.  Co. 

781 

A.  B.  N.  Co. 

789 

A.  B.  N.  Co. 

790 

1874 

A.  B.  N.  Co. 

792 

A.  B.  N.  Co. 

796 

A.  B.  N.  Co. 

801 

A.  B.  N.  Co. 

808 

A. 

B. 

N.  Co. 

810 

A. 

B. 

N.  Co. 

812 

A. 

B. 

N.  Co. 

813 

A. 

B. 

N.  Co. 

819 

A. 

B. 

N.  Co. 

821 

A. 

B. 

N.  Co. 

823 

A. 

B. 

N.  Co. 

825 

A. 

B. 

N.  Co. 

830 

A. 

B. 

N.  Co. 

834 

A. 

B. 

N.  Co. 

841 

A. 

B. 

N.  Co. 

850 

A. 

B. 

N.  Co. 

852 

A. 

B. 

N.  Co. 

859 

A. 

B. 

N.  Co. 

871 

A. 

B. 

N.  Co. 

878 

A. 

B. 

N.  Co. 

882 

A. 

B. 

N.  Co. 

893 

A. 

B. 

N.  Co. 

903 

A. 

B. 

N.  Co. 

911 

A. 

B. 

N.  Co. 

C-ll 

Coal  Drift 

Entrance  to  Llewellyn  Park,  Orange,  New  Jersey 
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Horses  Head 

Horse  Fair — after  Rosa  Bonheur 
Hembold’s  Chemical  Warehouse 
Cuba  Flag 

Locomotive  “Fontaine” 

Iron  Steamboat  Co.  Steamer 
Scene  Yellowstone  Park 
Slope  into  Coal  Mine 

(Parts  by  J.  D.  Smillie) 
Power  Drilling  in  Tunnel 

(Figures  by  J.  D.  Smillie) 
Hydraulic  Engineering 

(Parts  by  J.  D.  Smillie) 
Columbus-Christobal,  Colon 
(Parts  by  J.  D.  Smillie) 
Eagle 

(Parts  by  J.  D.  Smillie) 
Family  of  Lions 

(Etched  by  J.  David  Smillie) 


A.  B.  N.  Co. 


C.  B.  N.  Co.  226 


Nov.  6,  1885 


Many  other  vignette  engravings  for  the  bank  note  companies  were  executed, 
but  the  record  is  not  available. 


Finis. 


Our  Sales  Department 


By  a vote  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  a Sales  Department  in  the  Essay-Proof  Society 
has  been  established  and  George  C.  Hahn,  835  Williamson  Building,  Cleveland  14,  Ohio, 
has  been  appointed  Sales  Manager.  Clarence  W.  Brazer  has  been  appointed  Examiner 
and  the  first  circuit  has  started  upon  its  rounds. 

Members  now  have  the  opportunity  of  disposing  of  their  duplicate  material  to  other 
members  and  at  the  same  time  purchasing  long  wanted  items  from  the  sales  circuits. 

A success  of  the  Sales  Department  can  be  made  only  if  each  and  every  member  takes 
advantage  of  the  opportunities  offered  and  participates.  There  will  be  no  material  for 
buyers  unless  members  send  in  material  for  a circuit.  Every  one  therefore  is  urged  to 
make  up  a circuit  as  quickly  as  possible  and  send  the  same  to  the  Sales  Manager. 

The  Sales  Department  is  restricted  to  members  of  the  Essay-Proof  Society  only, 
which  is  another  reason  for  belonging  to  this  progressive  organization. 


Stampex  Exhibition  at  Newark,  N.  J. 

Oct.  13-15,  1944. 

This  important  eastern  exhibition  under  the  sponsorship  of  the  Essex  Stamp  Club  and 
Van  Dyk  MacBride,  Chairman  was  held  in  the  Grand  Ballroom  of  the  Robert  Treat 
Hotel.  The  frames  held  16  pages  and  are  the  easiest  to  mount  and  dismount  that  we  have 
seen  and  used.  T he  larger  frames  permitted  expansion  of  previous  exhibits. 

In  the  U.  S.  Essay  & Proof  Group,  Winners  Class,  Not  in  Competition,  Clarence  W. 
Brazer  displayed  48  pages  from  his  1861  Premieres  Gravures  and  Regular  Issues  and 
Thomas  F.  Morris  showed  the  1894  exhibit  that  won  first  prize  at  the  recent  S.  P.  A. 
Exhibition  at  Chicago. 

In  the  Competitive  Group  the  Essays  & Proofs  were  unfortunately  judged  in  the  same 
Section  as  XIX  Century  stamps  and  covers  U.  S.  Possessions  and  several  other  groups. 
A Certificate  of  Award  to  Julian  F.  Gros  recognized  his  beautifully  mounted  collection  of 
Atlanta  Trial  Color  Proofs  nearly  complete,  including  the  high  value  bi-color  State  Dept. 
S.  Altmann  also  received  a similar  award  for  his  1847  to  1902  issues.  Both  of  these  ex- 
hibits were  shown  recently  at  Milwaukee  and  fully  described  in  the  October  Journal 
No.  4. 

Many  of  the  foreign  stamp  exhibits  also  included  essays  and  proofs  as  backgrounds  for 
the  stamp  issues  displayed. 
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U.  S.  Atlanta  Trial  Color  Proofs 

At  the  1 88 1 International  Cotton  Exposition  held  in  Atlanta,  Georgia,  the  U.  S.  Post 
Office  Department  exhibit  included  one  pane  of  proofs  from  the  stamp  plates  on  thin 
•cardboard  about  .0075"  to  .0085"  thick  of  all  the  postage  stamps  issued  prior  to  that  date, 
each  printed  by  the  American  Bank  Note  Co.  in  identical  five  colors  of  ink,  scarlet,  brown, 
green,  blue  and  black.  A full  description  of  the  Post  Office  Department  Exhibit  is  con- 
tained in  the  official  catalog  of  the  Exposition.  As  nearly  all  these  colors  vary  from  normal 
color  proofs  they  are,  for  simplicity  of  classification,  called  Trial  Color  Proofs. 

The  1847  designs  were  from  the  1875  Reproduction  Plates  of  only  50  subjects  of  each 
•color.  The  1851  designs  were  in  each  color  one  pane  of  100  of  each  value;  the  Franklin 
and  Eagle  Carriers  and  the  5c,  24c,  30c,  and  90c  being  from  one  pane  only  of  the  200 
subject  original  plates  and  the  ic,  3c,  10c,  12c  being  from  the  1875  plates  of  100  subjects 
each,  although  Scott’s  U.  S.  Catalogue  assigns  the  numbers  54A-TC  to  54H-TC  for  all  the 
eight  values.  We  believe  it  would  be  more  correct  to  number  the  Atlanta  proofs  5c  Type  II 
as  48TC,  the  24c  as  52TC,  the  30c  53TC  and  the  90c  as  54TC.  The  proofs  of  the  1861-66 
designs  were  of  one  pane  only  of  100  subjects  of  each  value  ic  to  90c. 

The  1869  ic  to  1 2c  values  were  of  one  pane  of  150  designs  in  each  color,  but  the  bi- 
color values  of  15c,  24c,  30c  and  90c  were  in  sheets  of  only  100  designs.  Of  the  15c 
Type  III  1875  plate  and  of  the  24c  designs  there  are  12  color  combinations  for  each  value, 
but  of  the  30c  designs  there  were  14  varieties  and  of  the  90c  only  10  different  color 
combinations. 

Of  the  1873-5  designs,  the  Postage  Due  designs,  each  of  the  nine  Official  Department 
series  designs  from  ic  to  90c  and  of  the  Newspaper  1875  designs  from  2c  to  $60.00,  there 
were  only  one  pane  of  100  subjects  in  each  color. 

But  of  the  bi-color  State  Department  $2,  $5,  $10  and  $20,  the  sheets  contained  only  10 
subjects.  Scott’s  U.  S.  Catalogue  lists  each  of  these  four  values  in  8 color  combinations  but 
we  doubt  that  these  four  values  exist  in  green  frame  wfith  black  center,  which  are  the 
normal  colors.  Our  reasons  for  doubting  existence  of  these  Atlanta’s  are  that  the  five 
color  inks  used  to  print  all  these  Atlanta  Exhibition  trial  color  proofs  wTere  the  same  five 
inks  for  all  the  various  proofs,  the  green  being  a yellow-green  throughout.  We  have  not 
seen  any  of  these  four  green  and  black  proofs  on  this  thin  (.0075")  cardboard  in  a yellow- 
green.  The  1885  printing  of  500  sets  of  normal  color  cardboard  proofs  was  on  a cardboard 
only  slightly  thicker  (.0085" ) than  the  1881  trial  color  cardboard  and  the  color  is  a blue- 
green. 

The  story  told  us  about  1925,  of  howr  these  Atlanta  trial  color  proofs  became  available 
to  philatelists  follows.  It  is  said  that  Dr.  J.  A.  Petrie,  of  Phillipsburg,  N.  J.,  formerly  of 
Elizabeth,  N.  J.,  a scout  dealer  who  made  many  philatelic  “finds,”  went  to  Atlanta  at  the 
close  of  the  Exposition  and  found  a colored  man  about  to  burn  up  all  these  sheets.  The  ic 
Post  Office  sheets  of  five  colors  had  already  been  destroyed  and  consequently  are  not  now 
known  to  philatelists. 

The  Atlanta  small  sheets  of  only  50  of  the  1847  5c  and  10c  reproductions,  each  in  five 
•colors,  were  cut  through  the  center  into  one  block  of  8,  two  blocks  of  4 and  two  pairs 
and  the  remaining  ends  of  the  sheets  into  30  singles.  Some  of  the  pairs  have  since  been 
•separated  but  the  sets  of  blocks  still  exist.  A complete  set  of  the  1869  Atlanta  blocks  of 
four  exist  as  do  blocks  of  four  of  many  of  the  other  issues,  so  it  is  possible  that  these 
sheets  were  cut  in  a similar  manner  to  the  1847  reproductions.  We  have  an  i860  30c  black 
block  of  eight  and  blocks  of  four  of  several  other  values. 

In  printing  the  Atlanta  trial  color  proofs  it  was  of  course  necessary  to  print  the  full 
plate,  and  some  of  the  plates  contained  two  panes  of  100  designs  each,  while  the  1869  ic 
to  1 2c  plates  contained  two  panes  of  150  designs.  As  the  P.  O.  D.  only  exhibited  one 
pane  of  each  color,  there  were  extra  panes  remaining  some  of  which  were  about  1900  cut 
up  into  singles  and  mounted  in  books  of  proofs  prepared  for  the  trustees  and  directors 
of  the  American  Bank  Note  Co.  Several  of  these  directors’  books  have  been  sold  bv  the 
heirs  but  none  has  been  seen  to  contain  any  of  the  black  Atlanta  proofs.  Consequently  there 
are  less  black  Atlanta  cardboard  proofs  than  those  in  color. 
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Envelope  Dies 

and  the 

Air  Mail  Envelopes 


Frank  D.  Collins,  E.-P.  S.  258. 


(Continued  from  p.  189,  Vol.  I,  Oct.  1944.) 


Die  A.  Die  15. 


Die  A — The  tail  of  the  plane  projects  into  the  outline  of  the  “G  ” of  “POSTAGE.” 
The  vertical  rudder  is  not  quite  semi-circular,  but  slopes  off  to  the  left.  ( 2 ) 

Die  B — The  “G”  of  “POSTAGE”  is  a complete  letter  in  the  outline  and  only 
touched  by  the  tail  of  the  plane.  The  third  line  in  the  shading,  or  the  air  waves  of  the 
propeller,  to  the  left  of  “U”  extends  below  the  fourth  one.  The  vertical  rudder  is  semi- 
circular and  does  not  slope  to  the  left. 

Knowing  that  only  one  master  die  was  engraved  and  only  one  hub  made,  it  is  perhaps 
unfortunate  that  these  were  not  called  Varieties  A and  B instead  of  Dies  A and  B.  How- 
ever, as  a period  of  fifteen  years  has  elapsed  since  they  were  first  issued  and,  as  little 
would  be  gained  beyond  exactness  in  terminology,  it  may  be  just  as  well  to  continue  to 
catalog  them  as  Dies  A and  B. 

An  examination  of  the  master  die,  hub  and  all  of  the  working  dies  would,  in  all 
probability,  give  an  answer  as  to  the  reasons  for  these  two  varieties.  As  this  is  impossible, 
all  that  can  be  done  in  this  article  is  to  make  assumptions  consistent  with  the  known  facts. 
These  assumptions  follow. 

The  first  envelopes  issued  were  printed  from  Huckins  dies  Nos.  4506  to  4511  inclusive 
and  they  were,  without  doubt,  Die  A.  These  were  followed  so  closely  by  the  six  Harris 
dies  Nos.  4572  to  4577  that  there  is  no  reason  to  believe  they  were  made  for  any  purpose 
other  than  to  switch  the  printing  from  the  Huckins  to  the  new  Harris  presses.  As  Die  B 
was  not  reported  until  some  time  in  1930,  these  also  were  Die  A.  The  Harris  steel  dies, 
Nos.  4720  to  4725  inclusive  issued  from  12/26/29  to  2/21/30,  were  to  replace  experimental 
brass  dies  in  use  up  to  that  time  and  they  were  Die  B.  The  fact  that  Die  A continued  to  be 
printed,  after  these  dies  were  placed  in  use,  as  evidenced  by  it  being  known  on  paper 

(2)  Editorial  Note — Blue  Die  A proofs  exist  on  soft  white  wove  paper  162x165  mm.  watermarked 
No.  28 — 1929. 
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watermarked  28a  and  30a,  can  be  explained,  if  for  no  other  reason,  by  the  fact  that 
Huckins  die  No.  4508  was  steel,  not  brass,  and  there  would  be  no  reason  to  replace  it. 
The  occurrence  of  five-cent  envelopes  with  watermark  33,  in  1935,  has  finally  been  ex- 
plained. This  was  the  domestic  air  mail  rate  in  some  of  the  island  dependencies  in  the 
Caribbean,  Porto  Rico  for  example,  and  these  envelopes  were  printed  at  Dayton  for  this 
specific  service,  while  watermark  33  was  current. 

Following  this  to  a logical  conclusion  the  differences  between  dies  A and  B were  due 
to  one  of  two  causes,  either  the  chromium  plating  or  additional  work  on  the  hub  before 
the  six  Harris  steel  dies  were  made.  Considering  the  extreme  thinness  of  the  plating,  it 
is  improbable  that  it  was  the  plating. 

Mr.  Perry  writes  in  his  book,  Stamped  Envelopes  of  the  United  States: 

“Some  of  the  printing  dies,  in  the  5c  value  only,  were  too  shallow,  permitting  some  of  the  blue  color 
to  be  deposited  by  the  rubbery  inking  rollers  on  the  recessed  body  of  the  airplane,  and  causing  triangular 
blocks  of  blue  unintentionally  to  appear  in  printing  on  the  top  of  the  airplane.  This  was  by  no  means 
regular  or  uniform,  sometimes  not  appearing  at  all,  and  then  once  in  a while  showing  conspicuously,  with 
various  intermediate  stages.  It  was  caused  by  soft  ink  rollers,  and  was  particularly  likely  to  happen  on 
hot  days.  The  envelope  contractors  complained  and  new  and  deeper  printing  dies  were  prepared,  eliminating 
the  possibility  of  these  unwanted  color  blocks.  They  are  most  often  found  on  Die  B,  watermark  30.” 

Arrows  on  illustration  of  Die  B point  to  these  surplus  color  blocks. 

Mr.  Perry’s  explanation  of  the  cause  of  the  color  blocks  is  correct;  however,  in  view 
of  our  present  knowledge  of  the  dies,  it  must  be  conceded  that  this  fault  was  never  cor- 
rected by  making  new  5c  dies.  The  dies  that  were  the  worst  offenders  were  the  last 
ones  made.  As  the  printings  from  the  8c  and  6c  dies  made  from  the  5c  hub  do  not  show 
these  color  blocks,  it  can  be  assumed  that  these  portions  of  the  5c  hub  were  deepened  before 
they  were  made. 

A summary  of  the  above  in  proper  sequence,  is  as  follows: 

Master  die  No.  784  was  Die  A. 

Hub  No.  785  in  its  original  condition  was  Die  A and  from  it  twelve  chromium  plated 
working  dies  were  made,  all  Die  A. 

Hub  No.  785  altered  to  Die  B and  then  six  steel  working  dies  made,  all  Die  B. 

Hub  No.  785  deepened  to  do  away  with  color  blocks  and  the  8c  dies  made. 

TJie  EighfcCent  Air  Mail  Envelopes 


The  8c  Die  is  the  Same  as  the  5c  Die  B With  Figure  of  Value  Changed. 


The  8c  air  mail  rate  went  into  effect  July  6,  1932,  at  the  same  time  that  letter  mail 
was  raised  from  2c  to  3c,  but  the  air  mail  envelopes  were  not  issued  until  September  26, 
1932.  At  this  time  the  envelope  dies  were  being  made  at  the  Bureau  of  Lngraving  and 
Printing  and  the  5c  master  die  and  hub  had  been  shipped  from  the  Philadelphia  Mint  to 
Washington. 


The  Essay-Proof  Journal 


29 


The  new  8c  master  die,  No.  866,  was  made  from  the  5c  hub.  The  method  used  was 
the  second  one  described  under  the  making  of  secondary  dies.  Starting  with  the  5c  hub  a 
new  master  die  was  made,  then  before  hardening,  the  number  5 was  drilled  out,  the  hole 
plugged  and  the  number  8 engraved. 

From  this  new  8c  master  die  hub  No.  867  was  made  and  from  the  hub  the  following 
Harris  working  dies:  Nos.  5330,  5331,  5332  were  made  and  sent  to  Dayton  September  12, 
1932. 

There  are  no  varieties  and  little  to  be  said  about  any  of  these  dies.  Attention  is  called 
to  the  fact  that  the  demand  for  airmail  envelopes,  during  the  two  years  this  rate  was  in 
effect,  July  6,  1932  to  July  1,  1934,  was  so  small  that  three  working  dies  were  sufficient.. 

The  Six^Cemt  Air  Mail  Envelopes 


Die  C 
Hartford 

Die  B is  the  same  as  the  5c  die  B with  figure  of  value  changed. 

Die  C is  a new  engraving  for  the  Hartford  presses.  It  can  be  distinguished  from  the 
die  B by  the  following  characteristics: 

Center  bar  of  the  “E”  of  “POSTAGE”  shorter  than  the  top  and  bottom  bars. 

“S”  and  “T”  farther  apart. 

Numeral  6 farther  from  the  plane. 

Unlike  all  of  the  other  air  mail  dies,  no  master  die  and  no  hub  exist  for  the  6c  die  B. 
When  the  rate  was  changed  from  8c  to  6c  in  1934,  the  die  work  was  still  being  done  by  the 
Bureau  of  Engraving  and  Printing.  Three  steel  working  dies,  Nos.  5480,  5481  and  5482 
were  made  and  sent  to  Dayton  June  27,  1934.  These  three  steel  working  dies  for  the  6c 
value  were  pressed  into  the  5c  hub,  No.  785,  from  which  the  numeral  “5”  had  been 
obliterated  as  shown  in  Fig.  2,  and  previously  described  as  the  first  method.  This  resulted 
in  working  or  printing  dies  similar  to  Fig.  3,  i.e.,  without  any  numeral.  The  numeral 
was  then  individually  engraved  on  each  working  die. 

It  has  not  been  possible  to  wholly  confirm  the  process  described  in  the  above  paragraph, 
although  the  individual  engraving  has  been  corroborated.  The  other  alternative  method 
of  making  these  6c  working  dies  would  have  been  to  make  them  from  the  5c  hub,  from 
which  the  numeral  “5”  had  not  been  removed,  to  drill  out  the  “5”  on  the  resulting  working 
dies,  plug  and  engrave  the  “6”  numerals.  The  thinness  of  the  working  dies  would  appear 
to  make  this  method  less  practical  than  the  one  first  described. 

These  three  working  dies  were  sufficient  to  supply  the  demand  for  air  mail  envelopes 
until  late  in  1942  when  the  demand  for  them  from  the  armed  forces  began  to  be  felt.  The 
die  work  was  again  being  done  by  the  Philadelphia  Mint  and  another  Harris  steel  working 
die,  No.  5905,  was  made  by  them  and  sent  to  Dayton,  September  14,  1942.  This  die  was 
made  by  grinding  the  numeral  off  the  5c  hub,  (if  it  had  not  already  been  ground  off  to 
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make  Nos.  5480,  5481  and  5482)  making  the  new  working  die  and  engraving  the  numeral  6. 

Both  wide  and  narrow  “6’s”  are  known.  Whether  the  four  individually  engraved 
“6’s”  can  be  separately  identified  is  doubtful  and  of  relatively  little  philatelic  importance, 
since  they  do  not  represent  any  newly  engraved  master  die  or  any  change  in  the  printing 
method.  They  had  best  be  considered  minor  varieties. 

By  this  time  the  demand  for  this  type  of  envelopes  was  increasing  by  leaps  and  bounds. 
More  Harris  presses  were  not  available  so  a new  6c  Hartford  master  die  was  engraved  at 
the  Mint  by  Mr.  Pietz,  who,  as  has  been  noted,  engraved  the  5c  Harris  die.  This  die  was 
completed  in  November,  1942,  and  numbered  1127.  From  it  hub  No.  1128  was  made  and 
from  this  hub  the  following  working  dies: 


No. 

5912 — steel — sent 

to 

Dayton 

11-23-42 

No. 

59 1 3 — steel — sent 

to 

Dayton 

11-23-42 

No. 

5914 — steel — sent 

to 

Dayton 

22-23-42 

No. 

59 1 5 — steel — sent 

to 

Dayton 

12-31-42 

No. 

5916 — steel — sent 

to 

Dayton 

12-31-42 

No. 

59 1 7 — steel — sent 

to 

Dayton 

12-31-42 

No. 

59 1 8 — steel — sent 

to 

Dayton 

12-31-42 

No. 

5947 — steel — sent 

to 

Dayton 

5-21-43 

No. 

5948 — steel — sent 

to 

Dayton 

5-21-43 

No. 

5949 — steel — sent 

to 

Dayton 

5-21-43 

No. 

5950 — steel — sent 

to 

Dayton 

5-21-43 

No. 

5951 — steel — sent 

to 

Dayton 

5-21-43 

No. 

5952 — steel — sent 

to 

Dayton 

5-21-43 

Mr.  Perry  was  in  Dayton  in  the  early  part  of  this  year  and  at  the  time  wrote  me  that 
he  saw  rows  and  rows  of  flat  bed  presses  all  turning  out  airmail  6c’ers.  From  this  it  is 
obvious  that  the  above  thirteen  working  dies  are  not  all  that  have  been  made  and  sent 
to  Dayton. 

The  first  mention  of  this  new  die  (C)  in  the  philatelic  press  is  believed  to  be  in  Geo. 
B.  Sloane’s  column  in  ", Stamps " for  October  9,  1943,  followed  by  articles  in  the  same  column 
October  30  and  November  6,  1943.  Roughly  ten  months  from  when  they  were  first  issued 
until  they  were  reported. 

At  the  present  time  (May,  1944)  the  demand  for  the  6c  airmail  envelope  exceeds  the 
capacity  of  the  printers,  so  none  of  the  new  8c  have  been  printed.  The  Bureau,  in  answer 
to  an  inquiry,  stated  that  the  intention  is  to  use  the  same  design  and  print  on  the  Hartford 
presses.  This  means  that  6c  hub  No.  1128  wTill  be  used  as  a start,  from  it  a new  8c  master 
die  will  be  made,  then  a hub  and  working  dies.  The  stamp  should  be,  except  for  the 
numeral,  exactly  like  the  6c  die  C. 

Interested  collectors  should  not  overlook  the  fact  that  the  three  old  8c  Harris  working 
dies  are  still  in  existence  and  may  again  be  put  to  press.  If  they  are,  they  can  be  dis- 
tinguished from  the  1932  issue,  possibly  by  the  shade  of  the  ink  and  certainly  by  the  water 
mark. 


Paper  for  U.  S.  Air  Mail  Envelopes 

When  the  first  air  mail  envelopes  went  to  press,  the  following  papers  were  being  used: 

Extra  quality,  white 

Standard  quality,  white,  amber(3)  blue 

Standard  quality  white  paper  was  chosen  and  has  been  used,  without  exception,  for 
all  printings.  A record  of  the  contracts  under  which  the  air  mails  have  been  printed,  the 
substance  (weight)  of  the  paper  used  and  the  watermarks  follows: 

(3)  Amber  and  buff  papers  were  discontinued  Dec.  31,  1920.  Amber  was  re-introduced  Jan.  1,  1929. 
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ontract 

Substance 

Watermark 

1929 

22 

28,  30 

1929  (4) 

24 

28a,  30a 

1933 

24 

33 

1937 

24 

36 

1941 

24 

39 

1941 

20 

39 

1941 

12 

None,  (not  issued)'1 

As  can  readily  be  seen,  the  amount  of  paper  that  will  be  needed  at  the  tail  end  of  a 
contract  period  to  print  the  envelopes  that  will  be  required  is  problematical  and,  as  a result, 
more  or  less  is  usually  left  on  hand  at  the  end  of  the  contract.  It  has  always  been  the  policy 
of  the  Department  to  allow  this  “hang-over’’  to  be  used  on  the  succeeding  contract.  For  this 
reason  it  would  not  have  been  surprising  to  have  found  some  of  the  early  printings  of  the 
5c  air  mails  with  1925  paper,  watermark  26;  however,  they  are  not  so  found.  Accepting 
this  at  face  value,  the  inference  could  be  drawn  that  printing  was  not  started  until  the  new 
contract  became  effective  in  January,  1929.  Other  circumstances  make  this  doubtful. 

Early  in  December,  1928  the  Contractor  had  received  three  working  dies,  his  con- 
tract for  the  four  succeeding  years  was  signed  and  paper  for  the  new  contract  was 
arriving.  The  initial  requirements  of  the  post  offices  throughout  the  country  called  for  the 
printing  of  an  enormous  quantity  of  air  mail  envelopes,  so  it  is  probable  that  printing 
started  before  the  first  of  the  year,  but  that  shipments  were  not  made  from  Dayton  until 
January,  for  the  following  reason. 

The  price  paid  the  Contractor  for  envelopes  is  set  in  each  contract  and  is  determined 
by  the  size,  paper  and  type  of  envelope.  The  1925  contract  made  no  provisions  for  air  mails 
but  they  were  in  the  1929  contract,  hence  regardless  of  when  printing  started,  shipment 
did  not  start  until  the  contract  providing  for  them  became  effective.  First  day  covers  bear 
the  date  of  January  12,  1929. 

The  8c  envelopes  were  issued  September  26,  1932,  three  months  and  four  days  before 
the  1929  contract  expired,  and  continued  in  use  until  the  6c  rate  went  into  effect  July  1, 
1934.  Despite  the  fact  that  the  1929  contract  terminated  three  months  after  the  first  8c 
envelopes  were  issued,  the  majority  are  printed  on  the  1929  paper.  The  1933  paper  is 
comparatively  scarce.  This  reflects  the  fact  that  air  mail  was  little  used  during  that 
period,  so  the  initial  printings  lasted  for  most  of  the  time  this  rate  was  in  effect.  The  next 
revision  in  rate  was  downward  to  6c,  the  8c  envelopes  could  no  longer  be  used  and  all 
were  called  in  by  the  Department. 

The  6c  papers  are  as  would  be  expected  from  the  time  the  envelopes  were  issued,  July 
1,  1934,  until  late  in  1943  or  early  in  1944.  Those  issued  under  the  1933  contract  are  on 
paper  with  watermark  33,  then  watermark  36  for  the  1937  contract  and  watermark  39  for 
the  1941  contract. 

By  late  1943  the  demand  from  the  armed  forces  abroad  had  become  tremendous  and 
also  other  factors  were  entering  the  picture,  shipping  weight,  space  and  the  paper  shortage. 
A trial  run  was  made  using  twelve  substance  unwatermarked  paper.  The  presses  at 
Dayton  would  not  handle  this  light  weight  paper  economically,  production  was  slowed  down 
approximately  fifty  per  cent  and  this  paper  went  into  the  discard.  Then  the  specifications 
w’ere  changed  and  standard  quality  paper  was  reduced  from  twenty-four  to  twenty  sub- 
stance. No  change  was  made  in  the  watermark  as  was  done  when  the  substance  was 
changed  from  twenty-two  to  twenty-four  on  January  1,  1930. 

Copies  of  two  letters  from  the  Department  follow. 


Post  Office  Department 
Third  Assistant  Postmaster  General 
Washington  25,  D.  C. 


Mr.  Frank  D.  Collins, 
P.  O.  Box  1 1, 

Gary,  Indiana. 


June  15,  1944. 


(4)  Introduced  Jan.  1,  1930. 
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My  dear  Sir: 

Your  letter  of  June  2,  and  the  two  6c  air  mail  envelopes  which  accompanied  it  are  being  herewith 
returned. 

In  connection  with  the  recent  report  coming  to  your  attention  with  regard  to  the  experimental  pro- 
duction of  6c  air  mail  envelopes  produced  from  a light  weight  paper,  you  may  be  informed  that  such 
stamped  paper  has  been  manufactured  though  not  issued  to  postmasters. 

A trial  run  was  made  employing  twelve  substance  paper  stock,  which  disclosed  that  either  the  equip- 
ment of  the  stamped  envelope  contractor  was  unsuitable  for  the  production  of  such  envelopes  or  that  paper 
of  this  weight  cannot  be  handled  with  equal  facility  since  the  rate  of  production  was  reduced  to  approximately 
fifty  per  cent,  which  would  not  permit  the  Department  to  provide  the  necessary  supply  of  air  mail  envelopes 
for  our  overseas  forces. 

The  samples  you  have  submitted  have  not  been  tested  to  determine  their  relative  weights,  however,  it 
should  suffice  to  say  that  a reduction  in  the  specifications  of  standard  and  extra  quality  paper  has  been 
authorized  from  24  and  28  substance  to  20  and  24,  respectively. 

It  is  not  possible  at  this  time  to  furnish  a definite  answer  to  your  inquiry  as  to  the  exact  quality  of 
air  mail  envelopes  when  they  are  again  available  for  civilian  use.  In  all  probability  the  paper  will  be 
watermarked,  ‘which  is  not  true  of  the  experimental  run,  and  should  they  not  be  available  until  after  the 
new  contract  has  been  let,  the  date  of  the  watermark  at  least  will  be  revised. 

Very  truly  yours, 

(signed)  Ramsey  S.  Black. 

Third  Assistant  Postmaster  General. 


Post  Office  Department 
Third  Assistant  Postmaster  General 
Washington  25,  D.  C. 


Mr.  Frank  D.  Collins, 
P.  O.  Box  1 1, 
Gary,  Ind. 


June  21,  1944. 


My  dear  Sir: 

Replying  to  your  inquiry  of  June  17,  with  regard  to  the  experimental  run  of  light-weight  air  mail 
envelopes,  you  may  be  informed  that  none  of  this  stock  has  been  issued  to  postmasters  or  Army  post  offices 
abroad. 

In  all  probability,  the  destruction  of  these  envelopes  will  be  directed  in  the  near  future. 

Very  truly  yours, 

(signed)  Ramsey  S.  Black, 

Third  Assistant  Postmaster  General. 


The  author  wishes  to  extend  his  thanks  to  Thomas  D.  Perry  and  David  H.  Burr  for  constructive 
criticism  offered  in  the  preparation  of  this  article. 


Additions  and  Corrections 

Envelope  Dies  and  tlie  U»  S.  Air  Mail  Envelopes 

By  Frank  D.  Collins,  E.  P.  S.  258. 

Journal  No.  4,  Page  186 — the  seventh  word  in  the  first  line  under  the  illustration 
should  he  electros  instead  of  electrodes. 

Page  187 — The  first  line  under  the  illustration  reads; 

Fig.  1.  Originally  Engraved  Master  Die. 

It  should  read. 

Fig.  i . Original  Hub  Die. 

Page  189 — sixth  line  on  the  page,  insert  the  word  air  so  that  the  line  will  read; 
that  reason  the  air  mail  master  die,  etc.,  etc. 
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POSTAL  CARD 
ESSAYS  AND  PROOFS 


By  Clarence  W.  Brazer,  D.Sc. 

(Copyright  1945  by  the  Author.  All  Publication  Rights  Reserved.) 

(Continued  from  Journal  No.  4,  page  225.) 

Note — All  italics  used  are  editorial  by  the  Author  for  emphasis. 

Essay  and  Proof  numbers  are  based  on  Scott’s  U.  S.  Catalogue. 

On  June  28,  1872  eight  essay  “models”  were  submitted  by  the  NATIONAL  BANK 
NOTE  COMPANY  of  New  York,  as  shown  by  the  following  letters.  In  his  letter  of 

July  6,  J.  Macdonough  calls  them  “designs”  which  “if  engraved  are  intended  to  be 

produced  on  hardened  steel  dies”  and  typographed,  on  a delicate  bright-buff  tint  card 
which  should  be  watermarked  “P.  O.  D.”  These  eight  essays  were  therefore  probably 
only  drawings  and  may  possibly  include  the  five  illustrated  as  UXIE-J,  K,  L,  M and  N. 
No  other  designs  at  this  period  have  yet  been  seen  by  the  author.  No  selection  of  a 
design  was  made  and  no  engraving  done  until  after  July  17.  We  reserve  O,  P,  Q,  R,  S, 
T,  U,  V for  these  eight  designs  which  may  turn  up  later. 


National  Bank  Note  Company, 

New  York,  June  28,  1872. 

Sir:  In  the  absence  of  our  Secretary,  Mr.  James  Macdonough,  I send  you  by  this  day’s  mail  a package 
containing  eight  models  of  postal-cards,  some  one  of  which  I sincerely  hope  may  meet  with  your  approval- 
Wishing  the  package  safely  at  hand,  I am  yours,  very  respectfully, 


Hon.  W.  H.  H.  Terrell, 

Third  Assistant  Postmaster-General, 
Washington,  D.  C.” 


A.  D.  Shepard,  Treasurer 


The  reply  was  as  follows: 

“To  National  Bank  Note  Company. 

Post-Office  Department, 

Office  of  Third  Assistant  Post-Master  General, 
Washington,  D.  C.,  June  29,  1872. 

Sir:  Yours  of  yesterday,  with  designs  for  postal-cards,  is  received.  I congratulate  you  on  the  taste  and 
beauty  with  which  they  are  gotten  up. 

Please  inform  me  whether  the  cards  can  be  surface-printed,  and  whether  the  plates  are  made  by  the 
“transfer”  process,  from  steel  dies;  whether  they  will  be  printed  from  steel  transfer-plates,  or  from  ordinary 
electrotype  plates,  or  otherwise. 

Before  making  our  selection,  we  must  understand  the  process  by  which  the  cards  are  to  be  printed.  Any 
information  you  may  give  on  this  point,  or  as  to  cost  of  printing  per  thousand,  will  be  confidential  between 
the  Postmaster-General  and  myself. 

Mark  your  reply  to  this,  “Personal.” 

Answer  early. 

Very  truly  yours, 

W.  H.  H.  Terrell 
Third  Assistant  Postmaster-General 

A.  D.  Shepard,  Esq., 

Treasurer,  National  Bank  Note  Company, 

No.  1 Wall  Street,  New  York.” 
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“From  J.  Macdonough,  (National  Bank  Note  Company) 

New  York,  July  6,  1872. 

Dear  General : Mr.  Shepard  hands  me  this  morning  vour  favor  of  29th  ultimo.  In  reply  to  the 
questions  contained  therein,  I would  state  that  the  designs  for  postal-cards  sent  for  your  examination , if 
engraved,  are  intended  to  be  produced  on  hardened  steel  dies,  to  be  set  up  as  type,  and  printed  from  the 
surface. 

Of  course,  after  the  original  die  was  made,  it  could  be  electrotyped,  and  the  electrotypes  printed  from, 
but  we  should  prefer  our  own  process  of  transferring  and  hardening,  that  the  great  risk  of  intrusting  any 
portion  of  so  important  a work  to  outside  parties  be  avoided.  The  hardened  steel  dies  would  cost  more 
at  first,  but  would  prove  far  more  economical  than  electrotyping  before  even  the  first  order  was  completed. 

I think  the  cards  should  not  be  printed  by  any  other  process  than  surface,  (type;)  for,  if  well  printed 
from  plate  or  stone,  they  will  cost  too  much  to  allow'  a margin  to  the  Department,  and,  if  cheaply  printed, 
the  work  must  necessarily  be  rapidly  and  poorly  done,  and  will  never  be  satisfactory  to  you  or  the  public; 
but  the  best  of  surface-printing  from  good  clean-cut  dies  or  type  will  always  be  handsome  and  acceptable. 
I would  suggest  a delicate  bright-buff  tint  as  a distinguishing  color  for  the  card,  being  pleasant  to  write 
upon  and  handle,  improving  the  appearance  of  the  printing,  not  showing  dirt  so  readily  as  white,  and 
being  more  likely  to  excite  remark  if  purchased  by  other  parties  than  the  Department  or  contractor;  or  a 
card  tinted  on  one  side  only,  and  that  a distinct  water-mark,  “P.  0.  D.,”  should  appear  in  whole  or  in  part 
on  every  card. 

Very  respectfully,  See., 

J.  Macdonough 

General  W.  H.  H.  Terrell,  Washington,  D.  C.” 


Post-Office  Department, 

Office  of  Third  Assistant  Postmaster-General, 
Washington,  July  8,  1872. 

J.  Macdonough,  Esq., 

Secretary  National  Bank  Note  Company,  New  York.” 

Dear  Sir:  You  have  placed  the  Department  under  great  obligations  to  you  by  the  valuable  suggestions 
about  postal-cards,  made  in  your  letter  of  6th  instant.  Accept,  also,  my  personal  thanks. 

The  Postmaster-General  is  absent,  but  upon  his  return,  the  latter  part  of  this  week,  he  will  at  once 
overhaul  the  information  I have  collected,  with  a view  of  issuing  an  advertisement  for  proposals  to  furnish 

the  cards;  probably  dividing  the  work  into  two  parts,  and  letting  the  same  separately. 

1.  The  card-board  or  paper. 

2.  The  printing,  banding,  boxing,  labeling  or  addressing,  and  delivery  to  the  post-office  for  mailing. 

/ fully  agree  with  you  as  to  the  style  of  surface-printing  from  a hardened  transferred  steel  die,  as 

being  safer  and  better,  and  cheaper  “in  the  long  run,”  than  any  other  method.  Regular  steel-plate  work 
would  be  more  elegant,  but  the  great  cost  puts  the  adoption  of  that  style  out  of  the  question. 

I also  agree  with  you  as  to  the  delicate  bright  buff  (amber)  tint  for  the  card-board,  and  the  water-mark. 

Now,  you  can  render  the  Department  a further  important  service  if  you  will  tell  me,  as  near  as  you 
can  estimate,  what  the  printing,  &c.,  of  the  cards  will  cost  on  your  plan  per  thousand,  the  card-board  to  be 
furnished.  The  Postmaster-General  will  desire  to  form  an  idea  of  the  depth  of  the  water  before  he 
plunges  in.  The  information  shall  be  confidential,  and  will  not  be  communicated  to  rival  establishments  or 
bidders. 

Base  your  estimates  on  50,000,000  the  first  year,  with  an  increase  of  at  least  5 per  cent,  for  each  year 
thereafter,  the  contract  to  last  at  least  two  and  not  more  than  four  years. 

From  the  great  favor  with  which  the  announcement  has  been  received  that  a postal  card  is  to  be  issued, 
I will  not  be  surprised  if  100,000,000  are  called  for  the  first  year.  To  be  safe,  however,  I have  made  my 
estimate  of  the  number  low'. 

Hoping  to  hear  from  vou  at  your  earliest  convenience,  I remain,  very  truly  yours, 

W.  H.  H.  Terrell, 

Third  Assistant  Postmaster-General. 


General  W.  H.  H.  Terrell, 
Washington,  D.  C.” 


NATIONAL  BANK  NOTE  COMPANY, 
New'  York,  July  15,  1872. 


Dear  Sir:  Your  note  of  Saturday,  (‘A’)  to  Mr.  Macdonough,  has  my  attention.  I have  made  as 

close  an  estimate  of  the  cost  of  printing,  banding,  boxing,  labeling,  addressing,  and  delivering  the  postal 
cards  as  I can  make  without  actual,  practical  experience,  and  think  that  I have  come  very  near  the  point, 
and  it’s  the  bottom  point,  it  appears  to  me,  at  which  they  can  be  done  under  such  safeguards  as  our  company 
throw  around  its  manufacturing  operations,  and  the  figure  is  fifty  cents  per  each  thousand  cards.  1 here 
would  be  a profit  to  the  contractors  on  such  a figure,  if  the  work  was  properly  done. 

It  appears  to  me  that  if  the  whole  thing,  card-paper  and  all,  can  be  faithfully  furnished  to  the 
Government  at  about  ninety  to  ninety-five  cents  for  each  thousand,  the  Government  should  be  satisfied. 

There  is  an  immense  amount  of  labor  and  responsibility  in  the  work,  with  very  little  profit.  \\  e wish  very 

much  to  supply  the  postal  cards,  and  trust  to  do  so,  and  are  willing  to  do  it  at  a very  low  profit. 

1 write  this  confidentially. 

With  much  respect,  yours,  very  truly, 


A.  D.  Shepard. 


The  Essay-Proof  Journal 


35 


“To  National  Bank  Note  Company. 

Post-Office  Department, 

Office  of  Third  Assistant  Postmaster-General, 
Washington,  D.  C.,  July  17,  1872. 

Sir:  Your  confidential  letter  of  15th  instant  is  received.  I am  greatly  obliged  to  you  for  the  information 
it  contained.  The  Postmaster-G  eneral  and  myself  have  just  had  a full  and  exhaustive  conference,  and  have 
decided  upon  the  general  features  of  the  postal  cards  so  far  as  the  style  of  printing,  size  and  quality  of  card- 
board, is  concerned. 

I find  it  will  be  necessary  for  me  to  again  visit  New  York  to  perfect  the  design  and  get  up  a plate 
(or  die)  for  steel-surface  printing,  and  also  to  have  some  card-board  made  specially  for  printing  the  sample 
designs,  upon  which  bids  for  the  whole  work  will  be  based.  If  your  company  will  undertake  to  get  up  the 
design  and  die  or  plate,  and  will  print  the  samples,  the  D e partment  will  not  look  elsewhere  to  have  the 
work  done,  and  will  pay  reasonable  for  it,  the  die  or  plate  to  be  the  property  of  the  Government,  and  to  be 
used  by  the  successful  (lowest)  bidder. 

None  of  the  designs  submitted  are  exactly  satisfactory,  but  I think  if  Mr.  Macdonough  will  consent 
to  take  the  matter  personally  in  hand,  he  and  I can  soon  fix  upon  something  that  will  be  entirely 
acceptable.  From  what  I learned  of  his  ability  and  taste  when  w'e  were  jointly  engaged  in  getting  up  the 
new  series  of  postage-stamps,  I feel  certain  that  we  can  very  soon  agree  upon  the  design.  If  he  is  not  in 
the  city,  cannot  he  be  requestd  to  return  by  Saturday  next,  so  that  I may  personally  confer  with  him?  I 
telegraphed  you  this  afternoon  to  the  above  effect,  as  it  is  important  I should  know  whether  I can  see 
Macdonough  on  Saturday  or  not  before  I leave  here.  My  arrangements  are  to  leave  Friday,  at  1 o’clock, 
for  New  York,  and  will  stop  at  the  Gilsey-House.  An  answer  to  this  will  reach  me  on  Friday  morning. 
Mark  it  “Personal,”  and  I will  get  it  without  delay. 

In  great  haste,  truly  yours, 

W.  H.  H.  Terrell, 

Third  Assistant  Postmaster-General. 

A.  D.  Shepard,  Esq., 

Treasurer  National  Bank  Note  Company, 

No.  1 Wall  Street,  New  York.” 


“From  J.  Macdonough,  National  Bank  Note  Company. 

New  York,  July  17,  1872. 

Dear  General:  I saw  this  morning,  in  answer  to  yours  of  13th,  a copy  of  Shepard’s  personal  reply,  and 
beg  to  say  that  I agree  with  him  in  his  “bottom”  and  other  conclusions. 

By  inquiry  among  printers,  I find  that  from  seventy-five  to  eighty  million  cards  per  annum  can  be  got 
from  each  Hoe  press  of  the  kind  best  adapted  to  this  work;  and  that  the  ink  for  the  printing  will  cost  $3 
per  pound.  The  ink  manufacturers  say  one  pound  will  print  15,000  cards;  the  printers  think  one  pound 
will  print  about  30,000. 

It  will  require  two  guillotine  cutters  at  constant  work  to  cut  and  trim  the  cards;  so  you  will  see  that 
the  expenses  for  printing  and  material,  handling,  drying,  pressing,  cutting,  banding,  boxing,  boxes,  (paper 
and  wood,)  labels,  pasting,  clerk-hire,  &c.,  will  bring  the  cost  up  to  what  Shepard  stated. 

I am  told  that  you  will  have  bids  presented  as  low  as  two  cents  per  thousand  for  printing  only. 
7 have  not  calculated  how  many  cards  a printer  would  have  to  “loot”  to  get  square,  because  the  reported 
difference  in  the  cost  of  ink  alone  being  between  ten  and  thirty  cents  per  thousand,  I do  not  know  on  which 
figure  to  base  the  calculation. 

I am  convinced  that,  unless  the  greatest  precautions  are  taken,  the  Post-Office  Department  will  carry  a 
great  many  more  than  they  will  sell.  The  inducement  to  counterfeit  will  be  very  great,  as,  after  the 
cards  are  no  longer  a novelty,  very  few  persons  will  examine  them,  and  the  cards  will  be  on  sale  in  every 
store,  and  be  bought,  borrowed,  or  begged  from  everybody. 

Very  respectfully,  yours, 

J.  Macdonough. 

General  W.  H.  H.  Terrell,  Washington,  D.  C.” 


Apparently  General  Terrell  then  visited  the  National  Bank  Note  Co.  and  with  J.  Mac- 
donough evolved  designs.  At  least  four  designs  exist  which  were  engraved.  The  final 
design  was  engraved  and  transferred  by  August  10,  as  the  letter  of  that  date  so  states.  The 
first  design  for  the  “stamp”  appears  to  be  similar  to  the  then  current  one  cent  adhesive 
postage  stamp  being  produced  by  the  N.  B.  N.  Co.  The  head  of  Liberty  was  then  sub- 
stituted on  the  same  rather  ungainly  card  design.  A different  Liberty  head  “stamp” 
design  with  diagonal  lower  corners  was  tried  before  the  final  Liberty  head  in  the  oval 
lathework  frame  was  adopted  and  later  perfected. 

General  Terrell’s  suggestion  in  his  letter  of  July  17,  that  the  N.  B.  N.  Co.  undertake 
to  prepare  the  design,  die  and  plate  to  become  the  property  of  the  Government  and  to  be 
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used  by  the  successful  bidder,  was  answered  in  Macdonough’s  letter  of  July  29.  This 
latter  letter  from  the  N.  B.  N.  Co.  is  most  important  as  it  states  “the  custom  of  the  com- 
pany, which  has  obtained  the  approval  of  the  United  States  authorities  ” — “that  all  dies, 
rolls,  and  plates,  when  taken  from  the  custody  of  the  company,  are  only  delivered  cancelled, 
so  that  no  responsibility  or  danger  can  attach  to  the  company  from  an  improper  use  of 
engraved  work,  after  the  plates,  etc.,  are  out  of  our  hands.”  The  “cancellation”  no  doubt 
refers  to  the  socalled  “secret  marks”  as  on  the  1862  2 cent  and  1873  issue  of  adhesive 
postage  stamps.  From  this  custom  of  the  N.  B.  N.  Co.,  which  was  a condition  to  be 
acceded  to  before  they  would  proceed  with  the  work,  it  is  probable  that  there  may  be  a 
“cancellation  mark”  on  the  regularly  issued  postal  cards  that  should  not  be  found  on  the 
proofs  (UXiP),  but  so  far  we  have  not  been  able  to  locate  it.  General  Terrell’s  reply  of 
August  16,  promises  an  official  letter  to  protect  the  N.  B.  N.  Co.  for  departing  from  its 
established  rule,  but  no  such  letter  has  been  found  in  the  correspondence,  which  appears 
otherwise  complete. 

National  Bank  Note  Company, 

New  York,  July  29,  1872.  (Received  August  15,  1872.) 

Sir:  Referring  to  your  letters  of  8th  and  17th  instant,  on  the  subject  of  preparing  designs,  and  engraving 
dies  or  plates,  and  printing  samples  of  postal  cards,  “the  die  or  plates  to  he  the  property  of  the  Government, 
and  to  be  used  by  the  successful  (lowest)  bidder,”  we  beg  to  say  this  company  will  engrave  and  furnish  to 
the  Post-Office  Department,  to  be  used  as  they  may  direct,  hardened  steel  dies  or  plates  of  postal-cards,  made 
after  designs  selected  and  approved  by  the  Department;  provided  that  such  action  shall  not  prejudice  the 
custom  of  the  company,  which  has  obtained  the  approval  of  the  United  States  authorities,  and  of  the 
patrons  of  the  company  who  require  engraved  securities  of  whatever  nature,  viz : that  all  dies,  rolls,  and 
plates,  when  taken  from  the  custody  of  the  company,  are  only  delivered  canceled,  so  that  no  responsibility  or 
danger  can  attach  to  the  company  from  an  improper  use  of  engraved  work,  after  the  plates,  &c.,  are  out 
of  our  hands. 

If  this  condition  is  acceded  to,  the  company  will  proceed  with  the  work,  without  any  conditions  in  regard 
to  printing,  and  will  charge  the  same  price  for  the  work  as  would  be  charged  to  any  other  customer;  but 
should  the  company  prove  to  be  the  successful  bidder  for  printing  and  furnishing  the  cards,  they  will  then  make 
no  charges  for  engraving  the  plates. 

Hoping  this  will  meet  with  your  approval,  I am,  very  respectfully,  See. 

J.  Macdonough,  Secretary. 

General  W.  H.  H.  Terrell, 

Third  Assistant  Postmaster-General,  Washington,  D.  C.” 


National  Bank  Note  Company, 

Cooper  Union,  New  York, 

August  10,  1872 — 10.5  o’clock  a.  m. 

Dear  General  : I beg  to  report  the  satisfactory  hardening  of  the  roll,  and  that  the  first  transfer  is  now 
nearly  made,  and  will  be  ready  for  cleaning  away  the  blank  metal  within  an  hour.  I have  no  doubt  this 
will  prove  as  great  a relief  to  you  as  to  myself.  All  the  danger  seems  to  be  past.  I send  by  bearer  a pack- 
age containing  three  packs  of  the  card-paper,  which  was  made  for  you;  each  pack  contains  about  fifty  cards, 
and  on  the  wrappers  you  will  find  the  weight  of  the  contents,  as  nearly  as  they  could  be  ascertained  at  a 
grocer’s.  The  cards  are  roughly  cut,  but  average  3 by  5 Vk  inches. 

I shall  remain  at  this  place  until  11:30  o’clock. 

Yours,  respectfully, 

J.  Macdonough.” 


National  Bank  Note  Company, 

No.  1 Wall-street,  New  York  City: 


Post-Office  Department, 

Office  of  Third  Assistant  Postmaster-General, 
Washington,  D.  C.,  August  14,  1872. 


The  following  telegram  was  this  day  sent  you,  viz: 

“The  Postmaster-General  is  well  pleased  with  the  design  for  postal  cards.  His  solicitude  is  great  to 
get  the  finished  proof-cards  with  the  least  possible  delay,  as  the  public  from  every  quarter  are  sending  in 
requisitions  in  thousands.  The  specimens  of  card-board  are  entirely  satisfactory.  I fear  you  have  met  with 
some  serious  mishap  which  will  delay  the  issuing  of  advertisement  for  proposals  still  longer.  You  will 
confer  an  especial  favor,  which  the  Department  will  appreciate,  by  pushing  the  thing  with  all  energy.  Write 
me  fully  as  to  progress  and  prospects. 

"W.  H.  H.  Terrell, 

“Third  Assistant  Postmaster-General.” 
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“From  National  Bank  Note  Company. 

(Telegram  by  Western  Union  Telegraph.) 

New  York,  August  14. 


W.  H.  H.  Terrell, 

Third  Assistant  Postmaster-General : 

Have  had  some  difficulty.  All  right  now.  Proofs  to-night  or  to-morrow.  Letter  by  mail. 

A.  D.  Shepard.” 


National  Bank  Note  Company, 

New  York,  August  14,  1872. 

Dear  Sir:  Although  I on  Saturday  morning  conveyed  to  you  my  belief  that  we  had  overcome  all  the 
difficulties  in  preparing  the  postal-card  plates,  I found  during  the  day  that  part  of  the  roll  had  given  way, 
and  have  since  been  occupied  in  getting  the  transfers  right. 

The  work  is  now  on  the  press,  being  printed,  and  some  of  it  will  be  forwarded  this  afternoon  if  possible, 
or  all  of  it  tomorrow,  together  with  blank  sheets  of  the  card  paper  or  board. 

I should  say  that  this  board  is  made  from  “bond- paper”  stock;  cotton  and  linen  mixed;  the  fiber  beaten 
out  long ; not  cut  up  short  as  in  writing-paper. 

Referring  to  the  conversations  we  have  had  in  relation  to  the  conditions  on  which  this  company  would 
undertake  the  engraving  of  the  work,  and  deliver  the  original  die  and  roll  and  transferred  plates,  all  hardened, 
to  the  custody  of  your  Department,  I beg  to  say  that  I wrote  a letter  in  which  the  conditions  you  had  already 
considered  were  embodied,  but  that,  from  some  oversight,  it  was  not  handed  to  you.  I therefore  inclose  it 
herewith,  and  would  be  pleased  to  have  your  response  to  place  on  file. 

I assure  you  that  not  a moment  has  been  lost  since  you  left  us,  and  that  the  delay  was  unavoidable. 

Very  respectfully, 


J.  Macdonough, 

Secretary. 


Hon.  W.  H.  H.  Terrell, 

Third  Assistant  Postmaster-General,  Washington,  D.  C.” 


Post-Office  Department, 

Office  of  the  Third  Assistant  Postmaster-General, 
Washington,  D.  C.,  August  16,  1872. 

Sir:  Referring  to  your  letter  of  14th  instant,  (inclosing  letter  of  29th  ultimo,  which  by  oversight  you 
omitted  to  forward  until  day  before  yesterday,)  I beg  to  say  that  as  soon  as  the  tedious  and  roublesome  job 
you  now  have  in  hand  of  preparing  a die,  roll,  and  transferred  plates  for  the  new  postal  cards  is  completed, 
I will  send  you  an  official  letter  which  I think  will  fully  protect  your  company  against  prejudice  or  unjust 
criticism  for  departing  from  your  established  rule  not  to  let  dies,  &c.,  engraved  by  you,  go  out  of  your 
custody.  You  shall  be  entirely  satisfied  and  protected  on  this  point. 


Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 


J.  Macdonough,  Esq., 

Secretary  National  Bank  Note  Company, 
No.  1 Wall  Street,  New  York.” 


W.  H.  H.  Terrell, 

Third  Assistant  Postmaster-General 


By  National  Bank  Note  Co. 


July,  1872. 

UX1E-W.  One  Cent. 

Size  of  design  at  corners  131x7  8 mm. 

Size  of  stamp  design  2 0.5x2  6 mm. 

Design  attributed  to  James  Macdonough. 

Typographed  from  a pentograph  engraving. 

a.  On  hard  white  wove  paper  .005"  thick  137x84  mm.  (rare) 

1-/1  dim  red 

11  i/ 2 dull  deep  orange  (brown) 

3 7 i / 2 dull  deep  g-b-green 
47  m/0  dusky  g-b-blue 
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UXIE-Xa. 

Illustration  1.5  normal  size. 


X'X1E-X.  One  Cent. 

a.  Size  of  die  61  plus  x 75  mm. 

Design  attributed  to  James  Macdonough. 

Typograph  in  reverse  from  a pentograph  engraving. 
Die  sunk  on  India  paper  on  cardboard,  (very  rare) 


71  o/ 5 black 
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UXIE-Xb. 


Size  of  card  design  at  corners  131x78  mm. 

Size  of  stamp  design  20.5x2  6 mm. 

Typograph  from  a pentograph  engraving. 

Design  attributed  to  James  Macdonough. 

1).  On  hard  white  wove  paper  .005"  thick  137x84  mm.  (rare) 

1-/1  dim  red 

11  i/ 2 dull  deep  orange  (brown) 

21  d/ 4 smoky  pale  o-y-yellow  (gray) 

4 7 m/2  dull  dusky  g-b-blue 


UX1E-Y. 


UX1E-Y.  One  Cent. 

Size  of  stamp  design  21x25  mm. 

Size  of  colorless  background  23.5x2  7 mm. 

Size  of  die  (solid  color)  51x7  5 mm. 

Design  attributed  to  James  Macdonough. 

Typographed  from  an  engraved  steel  die. 

n.  On  19  f/2  dull  faint  y-o-yellow  wove  paper  .004"  thick,  (rare) 

5 a/1  dim  v.  vivid  o-o-red 
3 5 k/0  dark  green 
45  k/1  dim  dark  b-g-blue 
71  o/5  black 
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UX1E-Z.  One  Cent. 

a.  Size  of  die  (solid  color)  45x49  mm. 
Designed  by  James  Macdonough. 
Typographed  from  engraved  steel  die. 

On  glazed  white  wove  paper  .0  05"  thick. 

71o/5  black 


UXIE-Zb. 


b.  Size  of  stamp  design  24x28  mm. 

Size  of  die  (solid  color)  5 6x7  6 mm. 
Designed  by  James  Macdonough. 
Typographed  from  engraved  steel  die. 
On  glazed  white  wove  paper  .005"  thick. 


35  -/2  dull  green  (signed  by  J.  Macdonough). 
red  violet 

71  o/5  black  (signed  by  J.  Macdonough). 


UXIE-Zc. 


(To  be  continued.) 
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Report  of  Auction  Sales  of  Proofs 


H.  It.  Hamier,  London,  Sale  Sept.  25,  26,  1944.  R.  B.  Yardley  Collection 

The  stamps  of  each  country  were  preceded  by  essays  and  proofs. 

ANTIGUA 


1862  lp  black  die  proof  on  card  ab.  27x29  nun 58.00 

6p  black  die  proof  on  card  ab.  27x29  mm 54.00 

6p  black  plate  proof  creased  block  of  four  and  two  green  horizontal 

pairs  pen  cancelled  25.20 

BAHAMAS 

1859  lp  black  die  proof  on  India  paper  stuck  on  card  ab.  42x50  mm 52.00 

lp  black  plate  proof  corner  block  of  5x4  = 20  on  India  paper  on  card  84.00 

lp  black  plate  proof  corner  block  of  4x2  = 8 on  card 37.80 

1859—62  lp,  4p,  6p,  Is  third  type,  normal  color  proofs  on  glazed  card, 

SPECIMEN 70.00 

1861  4p  black  plate  proof  on  card,  corner  block  5x4  = 20  stained 104.00 

6p  black  plate  proof  on  card,  corner  block  5x4  = 20  creased  92.00 

BARBADOS 

1852  Design  Al  black  die  proof  on  card  ab.  33x56  mm 132.00 

1859  Design  A2  blank  value  label,  black  die  essay  on  card,  stained 58.00 

Design  A2  blank  value  label,  black  plate  essay  on  card,  horizontal  pair  35.00 

Is  black  die  proof  on  India  paper  on  card  ab.  28x41  mm 74.00 

Is  black  plate  proof,  marginal  horizontal  pair  and  a single 21.00 

1873  3p  black  plate  proof,  corner  block  5x4  = 20  140.00 

5s  black  plate  proof,  horizontal  pair  60.00 

5s  dull  rose  plate  proof,  bottom  margin  horizontal  pair 96.00 

1874  V2p  black  die  proof  on  India  paper  on  card,  stained 84.00 

y2p  black  plate  proof,  bottom  marginal  block  of  20,  creased 108.00 

lp  black  die  proof  on  India  paper  on  card  ab.  28x31  mm 7 2.00 

lp  black  die  proof  on  card,  tiny  stained  spot 48.00 

1875  4p  black  die  proof  on  India  paper  on  card  ab.  34x42  mm 100.00 

4p  black  die  proof  on  card 52.00 

4p  black  plate  proof,  corner  block  5x4  = 20  (one  damaged)  116.00 

BERMUDA 

1865  lp,  2p,  6p,  Is  normal  color  proofs  on  glazed  card,  SPECIMEN 92.00 

1900  lp  black  essay  model  from  two  dies  mounted  on  card  dated  Dec.  10, 

1900  64.00 

BRITISH  GUIANA 

1853  lc  black  (2),  4c  black  (4 — 2 retouched)  plate  proofs  22.00 

1860  4c  black  die  proof,  figures  in  corners  framed 27.00 

4c  black  die  proof,  with  7 additional  value  labels,  including  a 7 2c  . . 92.00 

1863  6c  black  die  proofs,  with  additional  value  labels  below  for  24c  and  48c  62.00 

18  76  Design  A13  blank  value  label,  black  essays,  2 states  of  die 27.0  0 

Essays  of  vignette  only  on  glazed  card.  Before  and  after  hardening  ....  30.00 

Essay  of  vignette  only  on  glazed  card 15.00 


BRITISH  HONDURAS 

1865  lp,  6p,  Is  and  1872  3p  normal  color  proofs  on  glazed  card  SPECIMEN  68.00 

DOMINICA 

187  4 Is  essay  blank  value  label  on  glazed  card,  also  lp,  6p  normal  color  im- 


primatur plate  proofs,  all  overprinted  SPECIMEN 55.00 

GRENADA 

1861  6p  black  die  proof  on  card  ab.  32x41  mm 70.00 

6p  dull  red  plate  proof  on  horizontal  laid  paper,  vertical  pair 24.00 

6p  dull  red  plate  proof  on  horizontal  laid  paper,  vert,  pair  perf. 

(1  torn)  13.50 
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JAMAICA 


1860  3p  black  die  proof  on  white  enamel  card 44.00 

4p  black  die  proof  on  white  enamel  card 42.00 

Is  black  die  proof  on  white  enamel  card 44.00 

lp,  2p,  4p,  6p  normal  color  imperf.  proofs  on  card,  SPECIMEN,  also 

4 fiscal  proofs  50.00 


ST.  CHRISTOPHER 

1870  lp,  6p  die  essays  with  blank  value  labels  SPECIMEN  (normal  colors?)  35.00 

ST.  LUCIA 


1860  black  die  proof  on  India  paper  on  card  ab.  45x58  mm 128.00 

1863  lp  pale  lake  proof  on  glazed  card  overprinted  SPECIMEN 31.00 

ST.  VINCENT 

18  68  4p  black  die  proof  on  card  with  2 mm.  margins  about  design,  stained  7 4.00 

Is  black  plate  proof  corner  block  of  four 7 6.00 

Is  black  plate  proof  horizontal  pair  with  top  margins 46.00 

1880  5s  black  die  proof  on  India  paper  on  card  ab.  44x48  mm 124.00 

5s  dull  red  die  essay  unfinished  design  on  thin  wove  paper 27.00 

1881  V2  p black  plate  proof  block  of  four  from  top  of  sheet 44.00 

18  97  2 y2v  milky  blue  die  essay  with  value  painted,  on  CA  watermarked 

paper  ab.  33x31  mm.  84.00 

TOBAGO 

1880  6p  stone  die  proof  on  glazed  card,  cracked 11.00 

18  85  Design  A2  carmine  die  essay  with  blank  value  label,  on  CA  w’m’k. 

paper  perf 30.00 

TRINIDAD 

1859  lc  black  die  proof  on  India  paper  on  card  ab.  37x55  mm 74.00 

1869  5s  rose  proof  on  enamelled  card  overprinted  SPECIMEN 22.00 

TURKS  ISLANDS 

1867  lp  black  die  proof  on  card  ab.  33x43  mm 68.00 

lp  black  die  proof  on  India  paper  on  card,  stained 24.00 

lp  black  plate  proof  block  4x3  = 12,  2 damaged 62.00 

6p  black  die  proof  on  card  ab.  3 2x3  6 mm 37.80 

Is  black  die  proof  on  India  paper  on  card  ab.  3 2x3  6 mm 5 2.00 

Is  black  plate  proof  block  of  12  with  top  and  bottom  sheet  margins  . . 120.00 

VIRGIN  ISLANDS 

1866  lp  black  die  proof  on  card  ab.  35x42  mm 66.00 

6p  black  die  proof  on  card  ab.  35x43  mm 66.00 

lp  deep  blue,  gray-lilac,  6p  gray-blue,  milky  blue,  green  (stained)  . . 42.00 

lp  and  6p  green  printed  together  on  thick  wove  paper 25.20 

lp  and  6p  brownish-lilac  printed  together  on  thick  wove  paper 19.00 

lp  and  6p  gray-green  printed  together  on  thick  wove  paper 19.00 

1867-68  4p  gray-black  die  essay  “Virgin  with  Twelve  Lamps”  on  card  ab. 

76x9  8 mm 68.00 

4p  green ditto 16.80 

4p  brownish-lilac  ditto 16.80 

4p  chrome-yellow  and  gray-green  with  2 mm.  margins,  ditto,  also  Is 

carmine  plate  proof  42.00 

1886  4p  chestnut  perf.  stamp  essay  model  with  Antigua  label  barred  and 
below  (under?)  “VIRGIN  ISLANDS”  stuck  on  paper  (creased 

and  one  perf.  gone)  7 4.00 

1867-68  Is  dull  red  essay  without  vignette  (solid  color)  similar  to  Design 

A 4 with  additional  scalloped  border,  cut  close  to  design 74.00 


Eugene 

1870 


N.  Costales,  N.  V.  Sale  Sept.  2( i,  1944.  UNITED  STATES. 


147TC1  3c  olive-green  trial  color  proof  die  sunk  on  card  . . 

3c  ultramarine  ditto 

3c  ultramarine  ditto  


13.50 

13.50 

13.50 
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1885  E1P3  10c  blue  Special  Delivery  hybrid  India  plate  proof  on  card  ....  10.25 

1888  E2P1  10c  blue  Special  Delivery  die  proof  on  India  sunk  on  card  ....  14.00 

1862  74P3  3c  scarlet  plate  proof  on  India  paper 7.00 

1869  121P3  30c  blue  and  carmine  plate  proof  on  India  corner  block  of  four  31.00 

1894  262P4  2.00  blue  plate  proof  on  card,  Plate  No.  block  of  six 60.00 

Cosmos  Stamp  Co.,  N.  Y.  Sale  Oct.  17,  1944.  UNITED  STATES. 

1908  331P2-342P2  lc  to  1.00  set  of  small  die  proofs  on  white  wove 550.00 

1898  285E-E  to  293E-D  set  of  9 bi-color  essays  die  sunk  on  large  cards  ....  107.50 

1861  63P6  lc  indigo  on  thin  crisp  paper  with  yellow-brown  gum  perf.  block 

of  four  41.00 

18  67  79E-Cm  3c  lake  plate  essay  grilled  all  over  but  points  up,  imperf.  . . . 3 6.00 

3c  black  plate  essay  grilled  all  over,  on  very  thin  paper 17.00 

1865  63E-Be  lc  red  cupon  essay  imperf.  pair  on  thin  tissue  o.  g 19.50 

63E-Bh  lc  red  cupon  essay  perforated,  o.  g 8.80 

63E-Bi  lc  blue  cupon  essay  perf.  but  imperf.  between  cupon 8.10 

63E-Bj  lc  red  cupon  essay  perf.  but  roulette  between  cupon 7.65 

1867  83E-Ag  3c  red  typographed  grilled  all  over  o.  g 6.30 

1864  85E-Ea  3c  green,  orange-brown  (2)  decalcomanias  on  onionskin  ....  2.60 

85E-Eb  3c  bright-blue  pair,  one  showing  washed  fugitive  ink 5.7  5 

3c  green  pair  one  pen  cancelled  other  showing  irremoval  ....  4.90 

85E-Ed  3c  brown  pair  partly  blued  by  experimental  removal  of  ink  . . 5.90 


H.  R.  Harmer,  London.  Sale  Oct.  30,  31,  1944.  R.  B.  Yardley  Collection. 

The  stamps  of  each  country  were  preceded  by  essays  and  proofs. 

GREAT  BRITAIN 


18  40  Charles  Whiting  embossed  essay  in  black,  perf.,  design  Queen’s  head 
to  right  and  top  label  blank — also  a similar  but  smaller  essay  in 

ultramarine  with  “PAID”  above  head 14.50 

Mulready  lp  wrapper,  composite  essay 70.00 

lp  black  die  essay,  first  rejected  die,  State  III,  on  India  paper  on  card 
ab.  41x4  7 mm.  showing  head  in  detail  and  background  completed 
around  head,  inscribed  “POSTAGE  ONE  PENNY”  at  bottom  . . . 50.00 

lp  yellow-green  (pair),  rose-red,  reprints  of  above  37.80 

lp  black  “OLD  ORIGINAL”  (in  reverse)  and  “1”  below  design  die 

proof  with  lower  corners  blank,  on  India  paper  ab.  60x53  mm.  . . 96.00 

lp  black  “NEW”  (in  reverse)  and  “3”  below  design,  reprinted  die 

proof  (corner  damaged)  80.00 

lp  indigo — ditto  88.00 

lp  ultramarine- — ditto  88.00 

lp  black,  red-brown  proofs  from  “Rainbow  series” 30.00 

lp  black  plate  proof,  Royal  reprint  with  inverted  w’m’k.,  o.  g 37.80 

1841  lp  red  imprimatur  plate  25  with  top  sheet  margins  and  another  from 

reserve  plate  2 32.00 

2p  blue  plate  essay  without  letters  in  corners,  complete  sheet  of  12  on 

small  Crown  w’m’k.  paper 112.00 

18  47  Embossed  die  essay  of  Queen’s  head  on  green  octagonal  background, 
on  Dickinson  gummed  paper.  Head  engraved  by  Wyon  in  1840  for 

stamped  envelopes 74.00 

Similar  to  above  in  yellow 72.00 

185  8 lp  red  plate  91  imprimatur  proof  with  sheet  margin  at  top 16.00 

1866  lp  black  plate  103  proof  for  Paris  Exposition,  pair,  (creased)  37.80 

lp  rose-red  plate  103  and  2p  blue  plate  9 proofs  for  Paris  Exposition 

each  with  sheet  margin  at  right  showing  part  inscription 48.00 

18  58  2p  orange-brown  Die  II  essay  with  blank  lower  corners  and  showing 

“NEW  DIE  1”  above  design  and  “34”  below  (in  reverse)  die 

sunk  on  thin  paper  ab.  48x60  mm 124.00 

2p  bright  olive-yellow — ditto 120.00 

2p  olive-green — ditto  124.00 

1856  6p  lilac,  green  (3)  plate  proofs  all  with  trial  cancellations 48.00 

1862  3p  pale  carmine  rose  plate  proof  imperf.,  the  rare  “white  dots”  variety, 

o.  g 64.00 

9p  straw  with  hair  lines  plate  3 imprimatur  proof  with  b.  margins  . . 17  6.00 

1865  4p  dull  red  die  essay  with  blank  corners  on  glazed  paper  ab.  31x34  mm  42.00 

6p  mauve  plate  10  imprimatur  proof  top  sheet  margin 80.00 

1870  V2V  black  die  essay  with  blank  corners,  on  India  paper  on  card 34.00 

y2  P black  die  essay  with  blank  corners  on  India  paper 34.00 


(To  be  continued.) 
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The  E*P  Society  Catalog  of 
Essays  and  Proofs 

Actually  Seen  by  tlie  Catalog  Committee 

Clarence  W.  Brazer,  Chairman 
415  Lexington  Ave.,  New  York  17,  N.  Y. 


All  essay  and  proof  numbers  are  based  on  Scott’s  Standard  Postage  Stamp  Catalogue 
numbers  with  suffix  of  E for  Essay  and  P for  Proof,  plus  a capital  letter  for  each  design 
and  a small  lower  case  letter  for  varieties. 

Our  Definitions.  See  Journal  No.  i,  p.  31. 

Color  numbers  are  from  Ridgways  Color  Standards,  with  Brazer’s  color  names.  See 
Journal  No.  i,  p.  34. 

Values  where  given  are  about  20%  above  current  retail  prices. 

4 he  Committee  will  welcome  any  information  as  to  values  of  items  listed  and  submis- 
sions for  listing  and  illustration  of  all  foreign  essays  and  proofs  not  previously  listed 
herein,  and  also  any  U.  S.  essays  and  proofs  not  now  listed  in  Brazer’s  nor  Scott’s  U.  S. 
catalogs.  Submissions  should  be  sent  by  registered  mail  with  self  addressed  and  stamped 
envelope  for  return.  It  is  hoped  that  we  may  gradually  accumulate  a list  of  all  known  in 
private  ownership. 

Identifications  may  be  given  by  number  only,  thus — 87E-A  3 i/i  which  can  be  trans- 
lated into  correct  color  name  by  use  of  chart  on  page  38  of  Journal  No.  i. 


ABBREVIATIONS 


E — Essay 
P — Proof 

TC— Trial  Color  proof 
N — Normal  color  proof 

S — Specimen  overprint,  plus  type 
A,  etc. 

v. — vertical  reading  up 
h. — horizontal 

d. — diagonal  lower  1.  to  upper  r. 
t. — top 

b.  — bottom 

c.  — center 

SPECIMEN. 

S-A. 

SPECIMEN.  20.8x2.5  mm. 


1. — left 
r. — right 

1 —  die  print  large  margins 

2 —  die  print  small  margins 

3 —  plate  print  on  India  paper 

4 —  plate  print  on  cardboard 

5 —  plate  print  on  stamp  paper 

imperf 

6 —  plate  print  on  stamp  paper 

perf. 

7 —  plate  print  on  experimental 

paper 

SPECIMEN. 

S-B. 

SPECIMEN.  23x3  mm. 


Province  of  Canada 

By  Bradbury,  Wilkinson  & Co.,  London. 

1851. 

laE-A.  1 Penny. 

Size  of  engraved  design  19x22.5 
mm. 

b.  O11  hard  wove  bond  paper  .004" 
thick  stamp  size,  imperf.  (scarce) 

7 m/0  dusky  r-orange  (brown) 

c.  On  white  cardboard  .008"  thick, 
stamp  size 


71  o/5  black 
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By  Rawdon,  Wright,  Hatch  & 
Edson,  N.  Y. 

IPS.  3 Pence. 


Size  of  plate  10x20  = 200. 

5 i/0  deep  o-o-red  (N)  25.00 

5 i/0  block  of  four  125.00 

5 i/0  double  transfer  No.  4 7 

lP3S-Ahb. 

5 i/0  SPECIMEN  in  dark 

green  15.00 

5 i/0  SPECIMEN  in  dark 

red  15.00 

1TC3. 

15  i/0  deep  y-orange  20.00 

71  o/5  black  25.00 

1 TC3S-Ahb.  71o/5  SPECIMEN  in 

orange  15.00 

d.  71o/5  SPECIMEN  in  deep 

red  12.50 


By  Bradbury,  Wilkinson  & Co.,  London 


2E-A. 


Viking’s  Head. 

2EA.  6 Pence. 

Size  of  engraved  design  19x24  mm. 

c.  On  white  wove  paper  .004"  thick, 
stamp  size  (rare) 

5 i/0  dim  o-o-red  

d.  On  white  cardboard  .009"  thick, 
stamp  size  (rare) 

71  o/5  black  

By  Rawdon,  Wright,  Hatch  & Edson, 

N.  Y. 

2P3.  6 Pence. 


69  k/5  SPECIMEN  in  deep 

red  17.50 

69  k/5  SPECIMEN  in  orange  20.00 
69  k/5  SPECIMEN  in  dark 

green  22.50 

69  m/5  SPECIMEN  in  deep 

red  20.00 

69  m/5  SPECIMEN  in  orange  20.00 


2TC3-SBd. 

69  k/5  SPECIMEN  in  deep 
red 

69  k/5  block  of  four 


S-C. 


15.00 

75.00 


SPECIMEN.  12x2.5  mm.  Handstamp. 
2TC3S-Ch. 

69  k/5  SPECIMEN  in  deep 

red  


3P2. 


3P2.  12  Pence. 

Scarred  die  proof  on  grayish  wove 
bond  paper  .002"  thick  about  28x3  0 
mm.  Scar  in  top  of  CE  of  PENCE 
(exists  on  all  die  proofs  seen) 


Size  of  plate  20x10  = 200. 

61  m/2  dull  dusky  v-r-violet 


(Scott’s  violet)  30.00 

2TC3. 

3 1/1  dim  v.  dark-o-red  27.50 

15  i/0  deep  y-orange  20.00 

4 5 m/4  smoky  dusky  b-g- 

blue  25.00 

69  k/5  dark  neutral  gray  2 7.50 
69  m/5  dusky  neutral  gray  30.00 

2TC3S-Avr. 

45  m/4  SPECIMEN  in  deep 

red  20.00 


69  m/ 5 dusky  neutral  gray 
71  o/5  dusky  carbon  gray 

3P3. 


71  o/5  black  125.00 

3P3S-Avr. 

71  o/5  SPECIMEN  in  dark 

red  60.00 

71  o/5  block  of  four  300.00 

71  o/5  SPECIMEN  in  dark 

green  7 5.00 

Ad. 

71  o/5  SPECIMEN  in  deep 

red  40.00 
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3TC2.  Scarred  die  trial  color  proof 
with  scar  in  top  of  PE  of  PENCE. 
There  is  also  a diagonal  scratch 
in  border  below  lower  left  12. 

a.  On  India  paper  with  16TC2  10c 
14  mm.  to  right  (very  rare) 

5 i/0  deep  red  

b.  On  bluish  white  wove  paper  .005" 
thick  (rare) 

3  5 m/0  dusky  green  

c.  Scarred  die  proof  on  v.  faint  cream 
wove  bond  paper  .003"  thick 
about  2 8x2  8 mm. 

69  k/3  dismal  dark  r-violet- 

red  


7E-A. 

1855. 

7E-A.  10  PENCE. 

Size  of  design  is  18x23  mm. 

a.  Incomplete  die  essay.  Without  ruled 
background  in  corners.  On  India 
paper  (very  rare) 

71  o/5  black  

7P3.  Size  of  plate  12x10  = 120 

48  n/0  v.  dusky  g-b-blue  (N)  25.00 

7TC2a.  Small  die  trial  color  proof  on 
bond  paper  .004"  thick  probably 
cut  from  A.  B.  N.  Co.  sheet  of 
examples  of  their  work. 

37  k/1  dim  dark  g-b-green  20.00 

7TC2b.  Small  die  proofs  on  17  g/ 2 v. 
faint  o-yellow  soft  wove  paper. 
.0025"  thick  cut  from  A.  B.  N.  Co. 
sheet  of  examples  of  their  work. 


5 -/3  dismal  o-o-red  15.00 

5 i/2  dull  deep  o-o-red  15.00 

13-/3  dismal  o-y-orange  12.50 
17  b/4  smoky  light  o-yellow  12.50 
4 5 d/ 5 gloomy  pale  b-g-blue  12.50 
49  b/4  smoky  light  blue  15.00 

57  -/ 2 dull  v-b-violet  15.00 

65  -/4  smoky  r-r-violet  15.00 

69  i/3  dismal  deep  r-v-red  15.00 


7TC2c. 

Lithographed  on  17  g/2  v.  faint 
o-yellow  wove  paper  .003"  thick 

1 k/2  dull  dark  red  

7TC3. 


13  i/0  deep  o-y-orange  20.00 

15  i/0  deep  y-orange  17.50 

71  o/5  black  25.00 

7TC3S-Avr. 

4  8 n/0  SPECIMEN  in  deep 

red  2 0.00 

71  o/5  SPECIMEN  in  deep 

red  20.00 


7TC3S-Bd. 

71  o/5  SPECIMEN  in  orange  20.00 

7TC5. 

a.  On  hard  wove  .005"  thick  bond  pa- 
per imperf.  gummed,  (rare) 

71  o/5  black  50.00 

b.  On  white  wove  paper  .005"  thick 

perf.  12,  gummed. 

13  n/3  dismal  v.  dusky  o-y- 

orange  (brown)  50.00 

35  k/1  dim  dark  green  50.00 

1857. 

8TC2a.  Penny. 

Small  trial  color  die  proof  on  bond 
paper  .004"  thick  probably  cut  from 
A.  B.  N.  Co.  sheet  of  examples  of 
their  work. 

3 d/1  dim  pale  orange-red  25.00 
5-/3  dismal  o-o-red  2 5.00 

3 7 k/1  dim  dark  g-b-green  20.00 

8TC2b. 

Small  die  proofs  on  17  g/2  v.  faint 
o-yellow  soft  wove  paper  .0025" 
thick  cut  from  A.  B.  N.  Co.  sheet 
of  examples  of  their  work. 


1 d/1  dim  pale  red  20.00 

5  d/2  dull  pale  o-o-red  20.00 

5 i/2  dull  deep  o-o-red  20.00 

9-/3  dismal  o-red-orange  15.00 

17  i/ 2 dull  deep  orange-yel.  15.00 
19  k/0  dark  y-o-yellow  15.00 

19  i/2  dull  deep  y-o-yellow  17.50 

33  b/4  smoky  light  g-y-green  12.50 

35-/5  gloomy  green  15.00 

55  m/2  dull  dusky  blue-violet  17.50 
61-/3  dismal  v-r-violet  15.00 

8P3.  Size  of  plate  12x10  = 120 

71  i/1  dim  deep  v-r-red  (N)  17.50 

1 h/1  dim  m.  deep  red  17.50 

1 i/1  dim  deep  red  17.50 

3 i/1  dim  deep  orange-red  17.50 
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8P3S-Avr. 


1 i/1  SPECIMEN  in  dark 

green  12.50 

1 i/1  SPECIMEN  in  deep 

red  12.50 

8TC3. 

1 i/0  deep  red  17.50 

1 k/1  dim  dark  red  17.50 

15  i/0  deep  y-orange  15.00 

71  o/5  black  17.50 

8TC3S-Avr. 

17  m/2  dull  dusky  o-yellow 

SPECIMEN  in  deep 
red  15.00 

71  o/5  SPECIMEN  in  deep 

red  12.50 

8TC5. 

On  hard  wove  .00  5"  thick  bond  pa- 
per imperf.,  gummed. 

5 k/1  dim  dark  o-o-red  5 0.00 

49  m/ 2 dull  dusky  blue  40.00 

71  o/5  black  50.00 

8TC6a.  On  white  wove  paper  .005"  thick 
perf.  12,  gummed. 

35  m/1  dim  dusky  green  50.00 


3 9 m/1  dim  dusky  b-b-green  50.00 

8TC6b.  Lithographed  on  white  wove  pa- 
per .0035"  thick  perf.  12,  gum- 
med. (rare) 

1 k/1  dim  dark  red  

OPS.  7 Pence. 

Size  of  plate  12x10  = 120 

3 7 m/1  dim  dusky  g-b- 

green  (N)  2 5.00 

9TC3. 

15  i/0  deep  y-orange  20.00 

71  o/5  black  25.00 

9TC3S-Avr. 

71  o/5  SPECIMEN  in  deep 

red  15.00 


1 4TC2. 

1879(?)  Small  die  trial  color  (Goodall) 
proofs  on  India  paper  on  cardboard 
with  cross  hatching  outside  design. 


5 i/0  deep  o-o-red  25.00 

15  m/1  dim  dusky  y-orange 

(brown)  2 5.00 

45  m/2  dull  dusky  b-g-blue  25.00 

14TC3. 

13  i/0  deep  o-y-orange  15.00 

13  i/0  block  of  four  75.00 

71  o/5  black  17.50 

15P3.  5 Cents. 

5 i/0  deep  o-o-red  (N) 

(Scott’s  vermillion)  20.00 


15P3S-Alib. 

5 j/0  SPECIMEN  in  black  15.00 
151(2. 

1879(?)  Small  die  trial  color  (Goodall) 
proofs  on  India  paper  on  cardboard. 

5 i/0  deep  o-o-red  25.00 

15  m/1  dim  dusky  y-orange 
(brown) 

45  m/2  dull  dusky  b-g-blue  25.00 
15TC3. 


13  i/0  deep  o-y-orange  17.50 

15  i/0  deep  y-orange  17.50 

15  i/0  block  of  four  85.00 

7 1 o/5  black  17.50 

71  o/5  block  of  four  85.00 


16TC2.  10  Cents. 

Trial  color  die  proof. 

a.  On  India  paper  with  3TC2  12p. 

14mm  to  left,  (very  rare)  

9 m/1  dim  dusky  o-red-or- 

ange  (brown)  

b.  On  bluish  white  wove  paper  .005" 
thick  (rare) 


1859.  By  American  Bank  Note  Co.,  N.  Y. 
14P3.  1 Cent. 

Size  of  plate  10x10  = 100 

1 k/1  dim  dark  red  (N) 

(Scott’s  rose)  17.50 

14P3S-Avr. 

1 k/1  SPECIMEN  in  black  12.50 

14P5. 


5 i/0  deep  o-o-red  

16P3.  Size  of  plate  10x10  = 100 

17  n/3  dismal  v-dusky-o-yellow  (N) 
(Scott’s  black-brown)  17.50 

16P3S-Avr. 

17  m/3  SPECIMEN  in  dark 

red  15.00 

16P3S-Bd. 


On  wove  paper  .004"  thick  imperf. 
(Scott’s  14a) 


17  m/3  SPECIMEN  in  dark 

red  12.50 


1 k/1  dim  dark  red  (N) 


40.00 


(To  be  continued.) 
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The  Goblin’s  Scales 

Legend  has  it  that  once  upon  a time  there  was  a goblin  who  made  an  annual  visit  to 
the  people  in  his  province  at  the  beginning  of  the  new  year,  weighing  out  their  thoughts 
and  deeds  on  his  own  special  scales. 

Rumor  has  it  that  he  is  still  making  his  rounds.  Now  this  goblin  had  heard  about  a 
breed  of  people  known  as  philatelists,  and  he  wondered  just  how  much  their  hobby  was 
worth.  So  he  took  his  scales  and  started  to  find  out. 

He  stopped  in  first  at  the  New  York  office  of  a downtown  business  man  who  had  (it 
was  said)  a very  fine  collection  of  proofs — only  no  one  ever  saw  it  because  he  kept  it 
locked  in  a safe.  The  goblin  waited  his  chance,  and  when  the  safe  was  open,  he  quickly 
stepped  in  and  weighed  the  volumes.  But  he  found  they  weighed  nothing  at  all. 

Then  he  turned  uptown  and  stopped  in  at  a well-known  stamp  auction  room.  He 
was  just  in  time  to  see  a famous  die  proof  knocked  down  to  a bidder  who  beamed  with 
pride.  “Why  so  happy?”  asked  the  goblin.  “I’ve  just  acquired  the  last  I needed  die  proof 
of  this  issue,”  the  collector  said.  “Now  I own  them  all.”  He  sounded  so  impressed,  the 
goblin  borrowed  this  valuable  die  proof  to  weigh  it,  but  on  his  scales  it  weighed 
nothing  at  all. 

The  goblin  shook  his  head.  Perhaps  they’d  know  more  about  this  thing  at  the  Col- 
lector’s Club.  When  he  got  there  the  Essay-Proof  Chapter  was  holding  their  monthly 
meeting.  Around  a table  were  gathered  a group  of  men  exchanging  views  and  exhibiting 
essays  and  proofs  for  the  enjoyment  and  enlightenment  of  their  fellow  members.  The 
goblin  weighed  all  these,  and  at  last  he  found  some  philatelic  items  that  weighed  something. 

But  still  it  wasn’t  enough.  At  the  main  post  office  at  Thirty-fourth  Street  he  brushed 
by  a man  hurrying  to  the  parcel  post  window.  “What  have  you  there?”  asked  the  goblin. 
“Oh,”  said  the  man,  “I’ve  gathered  together  some  duplicate  stamps  and  essays  from  my 
collection  and  I’m  mailing  them  to  Ernie  Kehr  for  the  STAMPS  FOR  THE  WOUND- 
ED.” “Mind  if  I weigh  them?”  asked  the  goblin.  They  weighed  TONS. 

“It  is  the  things  we  always  hold 
That  we  will  lose  some  day 
The  only  things  we  ever  keep 
Are  what  we  give  away.” 


New  Year’s  Gifts 


In  Roman  times  it  was  customary  to  give  gifts  at  the  beginning  of  the  new  year.  It 
was  thought  that  an  auspicious  start  would  mean  a favorable  twelve  months.  My  Christ- 
mas greeting  to  you  all  this  year  suggested  that  the  “gift”  to  the  Society  of  a new  member 
this  year  would  not  only  double  your  own  enjoyment  in  your  hobby  but  double  our  member- 
ship as  well.  The  larger  our  membership  the  greater  can  be  our  service  to  each  individual 
member  and  to  the  cause  of  philately  in  general.  Yes,  a good  beginning  will  make  a good 
ending  to  our  year. 


What  Are  Essays 

Can  you  describe  them  easily  to  the  uninitiated?  Well,  Dr.  H.  H.  Lane,  Curator  of 
Museums  of  the  University  of  Kansas  faced  that  problem  when  his  seven-year  old  grand- 
daughter watched  him  arranging  some  philatelic  items.  She  wanted  to  know  what  they 
were.  When  he  replied  “essays,”  she  asked,  “What  is  an  essay?”  The  explanation  was 
lengthy  and  learned.  The  youngster  listened  intently.  “Oh,  I see,  she  said.  “ 1 hey  are 
stamps  that  might  have  been  hut  never  were.” 
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February  7 

Mark  this  date  on  your  calendar  right  now.  It’s  our  night  at  the  Collector’s  Club  of 
New  York.  The  Essay-Proof  Society  has  been  invited  by  the  Club  to  take  over  the 
program  for  that  night.  The  invitation  has  been  accepted  by  your  President  and  now  it’s 
up  to  us  to  make  the  most  of  this  opportunity.  Those  of  you  who  would  like  to  partici- 
pate are  earnestly  requested  to  get  in  touch  with  me  so  a frame  can  be  reserved  for  your 
exhibit.  Twenty  large  frames  are  available  in  the  main  exhibition  room  of  the  club — 
each  frame  holds  16  Oriel  size  album  pages. 

Here’s  a chance  to  talk  about  your  specialty — what  you  collect  and  why.  This  is  a 
real  opportunity  for  our  Society  to  make  a profound  impression.  Large  groups  of  general 
collectors  usually  attend  these  meetings  ...  a fertile  field  for  new  members  if  we  can 
make  our  enthusiasm  about  essays  and  proofs  contagious.  Even  those  who  are  not  proof 
specialists  can  enhance  a general  collection  of  specialized  countries  by  a group  of  related 
essays  and  proofs. 

So  leaf  through  your  collection  now  and  let  your  president  know  as  soon  as  possible 
what  you  will  show  and  be  prepared  to  discuss.  Remember  the  date:  8.30  P.  M.,  February 
7th,  1945  at  the  Collectors  Club,  22  East  35th  Street,  New  York  City. 


Our  Next  Convention 

At  the  December,  1944  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  they  accepted  an  invitation 
from  the  Essex  Stamp  Club  to  hold  our  next  Essay  Proof  Society  Annual  Convention  at 
the  Essex  Hotel,  Newark,  N.  J.  on  Tuesday,  August  21,  1945. 

The  American  Philatelic  Society  will  hold  its  Annual  Convention  in  the  same  hotel 
from  August  15  to  18  and  the  Society  of  Philatelic  Americans  will  also  hold  their  Annual 
Convention  there  from  August  22  to  25.  From  August  15  to  25  the  host  club  will  have 
an  Exhibition  in  the  same  hotel.  They  have  advised  us  that  a special  section  will  be 
provided  for  exhibits  exclusively  of  essays  and  proofs.  The  Brazer  Trophy  will  again 
be  the  special  award  for  the  Best  Competitive  U.  S.  Essay  & Proof  Exhibit  and  our 
Treasurer  Thomas  F.  Morris  has  donated  a trophy,  probably  for  the  Best  Competitive 
Foreign  Essay  & Proof  Exhibit.  The  Essay-Proof  Society  will  sponsor  the  usual  awards 
and  medals.  We  hope  that  many  of  our  members  will  enter  exhibits  and  attend  our 
Annual  Convention,  as  well  as  one  or  both  of  the  larger  conventions. 


New  York  Oiupter  No.  1 

The  regular  second  Wednesday  meeting  of  the  Essay-Proof  Chapter  No.  i was  called  to  order  on 
October  iith  by  the  secretary  Julian  Gros,  at  eight  o’clock  at  the  Collectors  Club  located  at  22  E.  35th  St. 
Due  to  the  exhibit  of  the  prize  winning  display  of  our  president  Chester  Smeltzer,  a good  turnout  was  on 
hand.  Ten  members  of  the  Chapter  were  present.  Welcomed  as  a visitor  was  Elmer  C.  Betts. 

Mr.  Smeltzer  spoke  briefly  on  his  collection,  giving  a resume  of  the  years  he  had  spent  acquiring  some 
of  the  outstanding  pieces  of  the  prize  winning  exhibit,  and  the  details  of  the  mounting.  As  he  was  leaving 
on  a trip  to  the  West  Coast,  he  informed  the  Chapter  it  was  his  intention  to  form  with  the  help  of  some 
coast  Essay-Proof  enthusiasts  an  additional  Chapter.  This  expansion  of  the  society  was  warmly  welcomed. 
Mr.  Smeltzer  also  asked  Clarence  Brazer  to  do  the  honors  and  explain  the  highlights  of  his  collection  to 
the  gathering. 

Frank  Rosell  had  a volume  of  his  collection  with  him,  and  Clarence  Brazer  was  also  kind  enough  to 
exhibit  and  point  out  the  highlights. 

The  regular  second  Wednesday  of  each  month  meeting  was  called  to  order  at  the  Collectors  Club  on 
November  8th  at  eight  o’clock  by  the  chairman  Thomas  Morris.  A roll  call  showed  ten  members  present. 

The  feature  exhibitor  of  the  evening  was  our  own  Tom  Morris  who  showed  his  collection  of  1898 
T rans-  M ississippi  Trial  Color  die  essays  and  proofs.  The  British  North  American  Proof  Collection  of 
Olaf  J.  Olson  was  displayed  by  Clarence  W.  Brazer. 

The  regular  second  Wednesday  meeting  was  called  to  order  on  December  13th  at  eight  o’clock  by  the 
Chairman  Thomas  Morris  at  the  Collectors  Club,  with  eighteen  members  present. 

Chairman  Morris  proposed  a collection  be  made  to  present  a Christmas  Bonus  to  Mrs.  Kilboy  for  special 
cleaning  services  during  the  year.  This  motion  was  seconded  and  carried,  and  a collection  of  $17.00  was 
made  by  Secretary  Gros. 

The  exhibitors  of  the  evening  were  H.  R.  Harmer  and  Jacob  Glaser.  Mr.  Harmer  displayed  proofs  of 
New  South  Wales  and  the  U.  S.  1847  5c  and  10c  Reproduction  Sheets  of  50  each  on  regular  stamp  paper, 
and  gave  the  very  interesting  history  of  these  unique  items. 
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Official  Business 
Section 


The  Essay^Froof  Society  Incorporated 

We,  the  undersigned,  for  the  purpose  of  forming  a non-profit  corporation  under  and  pursuant  to  the 
provisions  of  Chapter  309,  Minnesota  Statutes  for  1941,  do  hereby  associate  ourselves  together  as  a body 
corporate  and  adopt  the  following  Certificate  of  Incorporation : 

ARTICLE  I. 

The  name  of  this  corporation  shall  be  The  Essay-Proof  Society,  Incorporated. 

ARTICLE  II. 

The  general  purpose  shall  be:  The  promotion  of  collecting,  study  and  research  upon  essays  and  proofs 
for  the  postage  and  revenue  stamps  and  paper  money  of  all  nations ; authorization,  sponsorship  and  en- 
couragement of  exhibitions  and  displays  thereof ; granting  of  honorary  awards  in  connection  with  such  ex- 
hibitions or  displays;  the  publication  of  a journal  and/or  books  upon  this  subject;  and  such  further  activities 
as  may  aid  towards  the  ends  here  set  forth,  including  the  acquisition  and  maintenance  of  a library  and/or  a 
museum.  No  profit  shall  inure  to  any  member  through  the  operations  of  this  corporation. 

Its  plan  of  operation  is  as  follows:  Through  meetings  of  the  membership  and/or  groups  thereof  in 
various  localities,  subject  to  the  control  of  the  Board  of  Directors. 

ARTICLE  III. 

The  location  of  this  corporation  shall  be  in  the  city  of  Minneapolis,  County  of  Hennepin,  State  of 
Minnesota. 

ARTICLE  IV. 

The  terms  of  admission  to  membership  in  this  corporation  shall  be  as  follows:  Proposal  of  name  by  a 
member;  approval  of  application  upon  investigation  of  references,  by  the  Board  of  Directors ; together  with 
payment  of  dues  for  the  fiscal  year  or  remaining  fraction  thereof,  w'ithin  w'hich  a person  is  admitted  to 
membership. 

ARTICLE  V. 

The  amount  of  the  annual  dues  required  to  be  paid  by  each  member  shall  be  not  less  than  $1.00  nor 
more  than  $5.00. 

ARTICLE  VI. 


This  corporation  shall  have  no  capital  stock. 

ARTICLE  VII. 


The  time  for  the  commencement 
duration  shall  be  perpetual. 


of  this  corporation  shall  be  the 
ARTICLE  VIII. 


27th  day  of  December,  1944,  and  its 


The  names  and  places  of  residence  of  the  persons  forming  this  corporation  are: 

Clarence  W.  Brazer,  4x5  Lexington  Ave.,  New  York,  N.  Y. 
Eugene  N.  Costales,  99  Nassau  St.,  New  York,  N.  Y. 

Horace  F.  Hartwell,  2325  Cass  Avenue,  Detroit,  Mich. 
Clarence  Hennan,  841  East  63rd  St.,  Chicago,  111. 

Walton  I.  Mitchell,  398  Vassar  Ave.,  Berkeley,  Calif. 
Thomas  F.  Morris,  60  East  42nd  St.,  New  York,  N.  Y. 

John  N.  Myer,  435  Riverside  Drive,  New  York,  N.  Y. 
Stephen  G.  Rich,  118  Sunset  Avenue,  Verona,  N.  J. 

Frank  W.  Rosell,  90  State  St.,  Albany,  N.  Y. 

Chester  A.  Smeltzer,  71  Murray  St.,  New'  York,  N.  Y. 
Hans  C.  Zervas,  40  Worth  St.,  New'  York,  N.  Y. 


ARTICLE  IX 


and 


The  management  of  this  corporation  shall 
not  more  than  13  members.  The  names  an 


be  vested  in  a Board  of  Directors  composed  of  not 
d addresses  of  the  first  Board  of  Directors  are: 


less  than  9 
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Chester  A.  Smeltzer,  New  York,  N.  Y. 
Clarence  Hennan,  Chicago,  111. 

Stephen  G.  Rich,  Verona,  N.  J. 

Hans  G.  Zervas,  New  York,  N.  Y. 

Vinton  E.  Sisson,  Chicago,  111. 

John  N.  Mver,  New  York,  N.  Y. 

(Street  and  number  addresses 
The  first  officers  of  this  corporation  shall  be: 


Clarence  W.  Brazer,  New  York,  N.  Y. 
Frank  W.  Rosell,  Albany,  N.  Y. 
Thomas  F.  Morris,  New  York,  N.  Y. 
Horace  F.  Hartwell,  Detroit,  Mich. 
Eugene  N.  Costales,  New  York,  N.  Y. 
W.  I.  Mitchell,  Berkeley,  Calif. 

of  these  in  list  of  incorporators) 


President,  Chester  A.  Smeltzer  First  Vice-President,  Clarence  Hennan 

Secretary,  Stephen  G.  Rich  Second  Vice-President,  F.  W.  Rosell 

Treasurer,  Thomas  F.  Morris 


All  of  the  above  named  directors  and  officers  shall  hold  their  respective  offices  aforesaid  until  the  first  annual 
meeting  of  the  corporation  to  be  held  at  its  principal  office  on  the  Second  Tuesday  in  August,  at  which  time 
and  annually  thereafter  a Board  of  Directors  shall  be  elected  from  and  by  the  members  of  this  corporation, 
and  as  soon  thereafter  as  practicable,  the  directors  shall  meet  and  elect  from  their  number,  a president,  two 
vice-presidents,  a secretary  and  a treasurer  who  shall  hold  office  until  their  successors  are  elected  and  qualified 

In  Testimony  Whereof,  we  have  hereunto  set  our  hands  and  seals 


(here  are  attached  sworn  and  witnessed  signature  form  from  each  incorporator) 
Registered  in  office  of  Secretary  of  State,  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  Dec.  12,  1944. 

Registered  with  Register  of  Deeds,  Hennepin  County,  Minn.,  Dec.  26,  1944. 


Meeting  of  Board  of  Directors,  Nov,  8,  1944 

President  Smeltzer  called  the  meeting  to  order  at  5.40  p.  m.,  Nov.  8th,  at  the  Collectors  Club,  New 
York,  N.  Y.  The  members  of  the  Board  present  were:  Messrs.  Brazer,  Morris,  Rich  and  Smeltzer;  with 
proxies  from  Messrs.  Hartwell,  Myer,  Rosell  and  Sisson. 

On  roll  call  by  the  Secretary,  a quorum  was  established. 

The  minutes  of  the  Board  meeting  of  Sept.  13  were  read  and  accepted. 

The  Treasurer  presented  his  report,  which  was  accepted,  showing  a total  in  hand  of  $484.11.  Bills  as 
presented  by  the  Treasurer,  12  in  all,  for  the  Journal  except  for  two  of  general  expenses,  were  ordered  paid. 

Editor  Brazer  reported  in  detail  on  Journal  No.  4. 

The  Secretary’s  report  was  presented  and  accepted.  The  list  of  applicants  presented  therewith  was 
accepted,  with  the  usual  restrictions  as  to  completion  of  required  times  of  posting  and  of  satisfactory  replies 
from  references. 

On  motion,  carried,  it  was  ordered  that  applications  for  membership  shall  be  acted  on  by  mail  vote  when 
the  interval  between  Board  meetings  is  more  than  approximately  one  month. 

President  Smeltzer  presented  the  resignation  of  member  S.  B.  Ashbrook  from  the  Society.  On  motion 
this  was  accepted,  the  Secretary  not  voting  and  asking  to  be  on  record  as  not  voting. 

A motion  was  unanimously  carried,  that  the  Secretary  send  a resolution  of  sympathy  to  Director  H.  G. 
Zervas  on  the  loss  of  his  son  in  action. 

Discussion  of  Sales  Department  organization  took  place.  On  motion,  the  meeting  was  voted  to  be 
recessed  until  midday,  Nov.  15,  1944,  to  resume  discussion  of  and  to  handle  the  matter  of  the  Sales  Department. 

The  Secretary  presented  incorporation  papers  for  the  Society,  with  the  necessary  copies  and  forms  for 
incorporators  to  sign.  As  previously  agreed  without  Board  vote,  all  the  Directors  are  to  be  incorporators. 

A motion  was  carried  to  congratulate  the  Editor  upon  the  high  quality  of  No.  4 of  the  Journal. 

On  motion,  the  Board  recessed  at  7 p.  m.  until  Nov.  15,  1944,  at  midday,  at  the  office  of  Editor  Brazer. 

Stephen  G.  Rich,  Secretary. 


Recessed  Meeting  of  Board  of  Directors, 

Nov,  15,  1944 

President  Smeltzer  called  the  meeting  to  order  at  12.18  p.  m.,  Nov.  15th,  at  the  office  of  C.  W.  Brazer, 
New  York,  N.  Y.  The  members  of  the  Board  present  were  Messrs.  Brazer,  Costales,  Morris,  Rich,  Smeltzer 
and  Zervas.  The  proxies  of  Nov.  8 were  declared  valid  by  President  Smeltzer. 

On  roll  call  by  the  Secretary,  a quorum  was  established. 

The  minutes  of  the  Board  meeting  of  Nov.  8 were  deferred  to  the  next  meeting  of  the  Board,  to  be 
considered  together  with  those  of  this  meeting. 

The  Board  considered  the  draft  of  rules  for  the  Sales  Department  as  drawn  up  by  Manager  George  C. 
Hahn,  a copy  of  the  rules  being  in  the  hands  of  each  director  present.  With  five  detail  changes,  to  make 
explicit  the  incidence  of  liabilities  of  various  sorts,  the  draft  rules  were  accepted. 
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On  motion,  carried  unanimously,  the  Secretary  was  instructed  to  notify  Manager  Hahn  to  proceed  with 
setting  the  Sales  Department  into  action. 

The  Treasurer  presented  an  additional  report,  separating  the  General  and  Journal  accounts  completely. 

On  motion  it  was  ordered  that  a membership  list  be  printed,  500  copies,  to  be  sent  to  members  only  and 
not  to  be  sold  or  given  to  outsiders. 

On  motion,  participation  by  the  Society  in  "‘Stamps  for  the  Wounded”  was  approved  and  the  President 
authorized  to  appoint  a delegate  thereto  for  this  Society. 

A letter  from  the  Stampex  1945  Exhibition  Committee,  Newark,  N.  J.,  dealing  with  the  establishment 
in  that  exhibition  of  a separate  section  with  its  own  medals,  etc.  for  Essays  and  Proofs,  was  read.  On  motion 
the  secretary  was  instructed  to  acknowledge  this  letter  w'ith  appreciation. 

At  1 p.  m.,  on  motion,  the  Board  adjourned. 

Stephen  G.  Rich,  Secretary. 


Mail  Vote  In  Board  of  Directors 

Mail  A ote  No.  1 of  1944-45,  Dec.  13,  1944,  on  motion  of  President  Smeltzer,  to  appoint  Clarence 
W.  Brazer  as  Examiner  in  the  Sales  Department,  was  carried  by  Dec.  22,  1944,  when  7 affirmative  votes  had 
been  received.  Mr.  Brazer  also  sent  in  his  ballot  blank;  and  up  to  Dec.  31,  1944,  2 more  affirmative  votes 
and  no  negative  votes  had  been  received. 

Stephen  G.  Rich,  Secretary. 


Meeting  of  Board  of  Directors  Dec.  27,  1944 

President  Smeltzer  called  the  meeting  to  order  at  5.25  p.  m.,  Dec.  27,  1944,  at  the  Collectors  Club, 
Newr  York,  N.  Y.  The  members  of  the  Board  present  were:  Messrs.  Brazer,  Morris,  Rich,  Smeltzer,  and 
Zervas ; with  proxies  from  Messrs.  Costales,  Hartwell,  Hennan,  Mitchell,  Rosell,  and  Sisson. 

On  roll  call  by  the  Secretary,  a quorum  was  established. 

The  minutes  of  the  Board  meeting  on  Nov.  8 and  the  recessed  Board  Meeting  on  Nov.  15  were  read  and 
accepted. 

The  Treasurer’s  report  was  presented  and  accepted,  showing  a cash  balance  on  hand  of  $698.81,  of  which 
$524.10  is  in  the  Journal  Account.  No  advertising  prior  to  No.  4 is  now  unpaid;  and  less  than  $30.00  is 
still  due  on  Journal  No.  4 advertising.  Four  bills  presented  by  the  Treasurer  were  ordered  paid. 

The  Secretary’s  report,  showing  only  8 members  delinquent  in  payment  of  the  year’s  dues,  and  that  the 
incorporation  papers  had  been  filed  and  accepted,  was  received  and  accepted. 

On  motion,  carried,  those  members  in  the  armed  forces  who  cannot  be  reached  by  mail  with  dues  notices, 
are  to  be  carried  on  the  roll  without  charge  for  the  present. 

The  list  of  applicants  presented  by  the  Secretary  was  considered,  and  those  qualified  were  elected  to 
membership  with  due  regard  to  date  of  completion  of  posting  or  completion  of  replies  from  references. 

The  Secretary  presented  the  Incorporation  Certificate,  as  received  from  the  Secretary  of  State  of 
Minnesota.  On  motion,  duly  carried,  the  Editor  was  instructed  to  publish  this  certificate  in  the  next 
number  of  the  Journal. 

President  Smeltzer  then  declared  this  meeting  to  be  the  initial  meeting  of  this  Society  as  an  incorporated 
body,  held  on  the  date  required  and  in  the  manner  required  in  the  Certificate  of  Incorporation. 

A communication  from  the  Stampex  Convention  Committee,  of  Newark,  N.  J.,  dealing  with  stamp 
conventions  to  be  held  in  that  city  in  1945,  was  read.  On  motion,  duly  carried,  the  1945  convention  of  the 
Essay-Proof  Society  was  set  for  Tuesday,  Aug.  21,  1945,  at  the  Essex  House  Hotel,  Newark,  N.  J. 

The  resignation  of  Mr.  V.  E.  Sisson  from  the  Board  of  Directors  was  accepted  with  regret.  On  motion, 
filling  of  this  vacancy  was  tabled  until  the  next  meeting. 

At  6.45  p.  m.,  the  Board  adjourned. 

Stephen  G.  Rich,  Secretary. 


Secretary’s  Meport,  Oct,  J to  Dec,  3J9  1944 

The  steady  growth  in  membership  has  continued  since  the  last  quarter.  Over  the  present  three  months, 
an  average  of  one  application  every  second  day  has  come  in  ; and  this  has  not  slowed  down  towards  the  end 
of  December.  In  all  fairness,  the  fact  that  Dr.  Brazer  has  been  the  proposer  of  all  save  8 of  these  should  be 
mentioned.  More  activity  by  the  Committee  on  Recruiting  might  well  raise  us  to  400  members  within  the 
next  quarter. 

Your  secretary  has  been  busied  with  the  routine  work  of  the  office,  with  matters  involved  in  establishing 
the  Sales  Department,  and  with  handling  our  incorporation. 

The  small  number  of  members  lapsing  for  delinquency  in  paying  the  year’s  dues  is  particularly  worth 
notice.  Only  two  notices  were  sent  to  most  members;  in  fact  less  than  40  required  a second  dues  notice;  and 
only  1 1 in  all  were  sent  third  notices.  No  doubt  some  of  the  delinquent  former  members  will  reinstate. 

Treasurer  Morris  has  rendered  much  aid  with  the  dues  notices  and  towards  following  up  delinquents; 
and  President  Smeltzer’s  fine  communications  to  members  have  materially  helped  to  hold  many  amongst  us. 


Stephen  G.  Rich,  Secretary. 
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Members  Admitted,  Oet.  1 to  Dec.  81,  1944 

239  Plotz,  David  0.,  Apt.  G-E-10,  10  Monroe  St.,  New  York  2,  N.  Y.  (No  specialty  stated) 

248  Godden,  Frank,  no  Strand,  London,  W.  C.  2,  England.  (Dealer) 

260  Johl,  Major  Max  G.,  1367  North  State  St.,  Chicago  10,  111.  (U.  S.  20th  Century) 

261  Glass,  Sol,  2310  Ken  Oak  Road,  Baltimore  9,  Maryland.  (U.  S.  20th  Century) 

282  Bellows,  Guy,  Jr.,  653  West  9th  St.,  Erie,  Penna.  (U.  S.  19th  Century;  2c  1890) 

283  Shaeffer,  J.  Wilbur,  Jr.,  202  Main  St.,  Reisterstown,  Md.  (U.  S.) 

284  Bond,  Nelson  S.,  Willow  Road,  Grove  Park,  Roanoke  17,  Va.  (Dominion  of  Canada) 

285  Wells,  Leighton  E.,  212  Washington  St.,  Rome,  N.  Y.  (U.  S.  Cut-Squares  and  Entires) 

286  Fincher,  Joe  T.,  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  Houston,  Texas.  (South  Africa) 

287  Flanders,  E.  A.,  34  Broad  St.,  Lvnn,  Mass.  (U.  S.  and  British  North  America) 

288  Jones,  Jefferson,  221  Oakwood  Road,  Hopkins,  Minn.  (Territorial  Covers) 

289  Eames,  De  Lin,  2833  S.  E.  Harrison  St.,  Portland  15,  Oreg.  (Belgium) 

290  Bluss,  Paul,  51  West  46  St.,  New  York  19,  N.  Y.  (Dealer) 

291  Cardwell,  Frederick,  32  Grand  Parade,  Castlereagh  Road,  Belfast,  Northern  Ireland.  (U.  S. 

1861-69  Essays  and  Proofs) 

292  Brunner,  Felix,  505  Fifth  Avenue,  New  York  17,  N.  Y.  (Dealer;  Austria) 

293  Deutsch,  Mrs.  Edna,  620  Fifth  Avenue,  New  York  20,  N.  Y.  (Dealer) 

294  Bosley,  M.  E.,  P.  O.  Box  1143,  Pasadena  20,  Calif.  (Dealer) 

295  Hyde,  Alexander,  884  Brooklyn  Ave.,  Brooklyn  3,  N.  Y.  (British  North  America) 

296  Rasmussen,  Andrew  P.,  1610  Metropolitan  Ave.,  New  York  62,  N.  Y.  (U.  S.  Proofs  and 

Origin  of  Design  Facsimiles) 

297  Culkin,  W.  L.,  P.  O.  Box  400,  Omaha,  Nebr.  (Dealer;  British  Oceania  and  British  North 

America) 

298  Hunter,  R.  C.,  2842  West  Grand  Boulevard,  Detroit  2,  Mich.  (Dominion  of  Canada) 

299  Krack,  Louis,  66  Tiffany  Place,  Irvington  11,  New  Jersey.  (U.  S.) 

300  Mayberry,  Frank  E.,  7 Farragut  Ave.,  Hastings  on  Hudson  6,  N.  Y.  (Denmark) 

301  Reichelt,  Otto  G.,  E38  Aradale  Road,  Paramus,  R.  D.  1,  Ridgewood,  N.  J.  (Papua,  Iceland) 

302  Adams,  Milton  A.,  117-18  222nd  St.,  St.  Albans,  L.  I.,  N.  Y.  (U.  S.) 

303  Reiner,  Ignatz,  2950  Bainbridge  Ave.,  New  York  58,  N.  Y.  (U.  S.) 

304  Stagg,  A.  C.,  622  Orchard  Ave.,  Lexington  35,  Ky.  (Bosnia) 

305  Charlat,  L.  W.,  180  Broadway,  New-  York  7,  N.  Y.  (Dealer) 

306  Cobb,  Capt.  Harold  C.,  England  General  and  Convalescent  Hospital,  Atlantic  City,  N.  J. 

(Belgian  Congo,  Belgian  East  Africa) 

307  Green,  Bert,  Box  73,  Coconut  Grove  Station,  Miami  33,  Florida.  (Cuba,  South  America) 

309  Haverbeck,  Lt.  Harrison  D.  S.,  c/o  Eugene  N.  Costales,  99  Nassau  St.,  New  York  7,  N.  Y. 

(Indian  Native  States,  Russia). 

317  Park,  J.  Alex.,  253  Lewiston  Road,  Grosse  Pointe  Farms  30,  Mich.  (Canada) 

3x8  Caldwell,  George  W.,  5512  Hadfield  St.,  Philadelphia  43,  Pa.  (Switzerland) 

319  Heizmann,  Louis  J.,  318  North  5th  St.,  Reading,  Penna.  (No  specialty  stated) 

320  Comstock,  Samuel  W.,  42  Nells  Road,  Devon,  Conn.  (No  specialty  stated) 

321  Richardson,  Dr.  H.  E.,  38x0  Northwestern  Ave.,  Detroit  6,  Mich.  (Canada) 

324  Mac  Bride,  Van  Dyk,  744  Broad  St.,  Newark  2,  New  Jersey.  (Confederate  States) 

326  Dietz,  August,  Sr.,  109  East  Cary  St.,  Richmond  19,  Va.  (Confederate  States) 

327  Witt,  Alvin  R.,  2750  Ewing  Ave.  South,  Minneapolis  5,  Minn.  (U.  S.) 

328  Wetzel,  Walter  F.,  6902  Rising  Sun  Ave.,  Philadelphia  1 1,  Pa.  (Dealer) 

329  Westphal,  Mrs.  Olive  M.,  P.  O.  Box  1243,  Joliet,  111.  (U.  S.  Proofs,  British  Colonials) 

Applications  for  Membership  Received 

During  period  Oct.  1,  1944  to  Jan.  15,  1945  and  still  pending. 

308  Abbott,  Charles  A.,  2301  Greenwood  St.,  Pueblo,  Colo.  (U.  S.,  U.  S.  Possessions,  Great  Britain) 

310  Muller,  Wilbur,  Gates  Bldg.,  New  Britain,  Conn.  (Dealer) 

31 1 Doran,  Ben  G.,  443  Beacon  St.,  Boston  15,  Mass.  (No  specialty  stated) 

312  Judd,  John  T.,  Apt.  5E,  140  East  52  St.,  New  York  22,  N.  Y.  (Brazil) 

313  Steinman,  Carl,  1892  Spring  St.,  Racine,  Wis.  (Postal  Cards) 

314  Sim,  David  R.,  8190  Munro  Road,  Utica,  Mich.  (Latin  America) 

315  Pearce,  C.  J.,  2933  N.  W.  13th  St.,  Oklahoma  City,  Okla.  (Czechoslovakia) 

316  Horwitz,  Sgt.  Wm.,  Headquarters  Co.,  Base  4,  A.P.O.  920,  San  Francisco,  Calif.  (Foreign 

Essays  and  Proofs) 

322  Dodd,  Leslie  H.,  1111  Burlingame  Ave.,  Detroit  2,  Mich.  (Canada) 

323  Muresan,  Rev.  George  C.,  4310  Olcott  Ave.,  East  Chicago,  Ind.  (U.  S.  2c  1922-27) 

325  Young,  Albert  G.,  Jr.,  34  Lowell  Road,  Wellesley  Hills  82,  Mass.  (U.  S.  and  Rocket  Stamps 

and  Covers) 

330  Tunick,  Irve,  99-45  67th  Road,  Forest  Hills,  L.  I.,  N.  Y.  (Black  Proofs) 

331  Wright,  Ira  J.,  Jr.,  Navy  V-12  Unit,  Sec.  16,  Rice  Institute,  Houston  1,  Texas.  (Bosnia,  Indian 

Feudatory  States,  Foreign  Essays  & Proofs) 

332  Pickard,  C.  W.,  P.  O.  Box  26,  Moncton,  N.  B.,  Canada.  (No  specialty  stated) 


54 


The  Essay-Proof  Journal 


333 

334 
333 

336 

337 


Ipp,  John  A.,  52  Kelsey  Ave.,  Trenton  8,  New  Jersey.  (Orange  Free  State)  , 

Schrader,  Otto  H.,  1229  West  Foster  Ave.,  Chicago  40,  111.  (U.  S.  & Possessions) 

Bond,  Frank  A.,  85  Main  St.,  North  Adams,  Mass.  (No  specialty  stated) 

Kuehne,  Frank,  P.  O.  Box  196,  Sistersville,  W.  Va.  (British  North  America) 

Gerrish,  Henry  E.,  148  N.  Whitney  St.,  Hartford  5,  Conn.  (U.  S.  Postal  Cards,  Air  Mail 
Stationery) 

Changes  in  Membership  List 


Resigned  from  Membership : 

40  Ashbrook,  Stanley  B.,  Resignation  accepted  by  Board,  Nov.  8,  1944. 


Membership  Lapsed.  (Did  not  pay  dues) 


130 

Burger,  Arthur 

57 

Burns,  A1 

48 

Gates,  Roy  W. 

142 

Strassman,  Max 

124 

Thorp,  P.  H. 

Correction 

of  Membership  numbers : 

169 

William  G.  Fenton,  not  Edson  J. 

Fifield. 

170 

Edson  J.  Fifield,  not  William  G. 

Fenton. 

Name  Incorrectly  given: 

208  Albert  O.  Hokensen.  (Middle  initial  incorrect  as  reported  previously) 


Changes  of  Address: 

191  Beals,  Major  David  T.,  Ill,  Camp  Polk,  La.,  to  3rd  Armed  F.  A.  Bn.  A.P.O.  259,  c/o  Post- 

master, New  York,  N.  Y. 

204  Bonilla-Lara,  Alvaro,  San  Juan,  Costa  Rica,  to  Apartado  686,  San  Jose,  Costa  Rica.  (Correction) 

259  Collins,  Frank  D.,  Gary,  Ind.,  to  Coronado  Beach,  Florida. 

250  Elliott,  D.  L.,  Rm.  i/c  U.  S.  N.,  San  Francisco,  Calif.,  to  321-18-30  Comtransron  17,  Fleet 

P.  O.,  San  Francisco,  Calif. 

154  Gates,  Henry,  Alliance,  Ohio,  to  160  Atkinson  Ave.,  Detroit  2,  Mich. 

13  1 Harris,  Sidney  D.,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  to  Church  Road,  Mahopac,  N.  Y. 

16  Hennan,  Dr.  Clarence,  to  Chicago  37,  III.  (Zone  number  added) 

41  Leslie,  L.,  Stamford,  Conn.,  to  Inezda  Apts.,  635  12th  Avenue  N.  E.,  St.  Petersburg,  Florida. 

74  Marks,  J.  Garland,  Butler,  Penna.  to  540  North  Monroe  St.,  Butler,  Penna. 

86  Reeves,  B.,  to  Chicago  30,  111.  (Zone  number  added) 

200  Simons,  C.  Dewar,  3rd,  Staten  Island,  N.  Y.,  to  Seagate  Road,  Staten  Island  5,  N.  Y.  (Shorter 

form  of  address) 

229  Windsor,  Percy  H.,  Horley,  Surrey,  England,  to  Westholme,  Ringley  Avenue,  Horley,  Surrey, 

England. 


List  of  Members  Contributing  to  the  Journal  Fund 


Those  whose  contributions  were  of  the  amount  required  by  the  by-laws  for  such  standing,  are  listed  as 
Contributing  Members  for  the  year  1944-45  on  their  membership  cards  and  in  the  Membership  List  published 
separately  and  supplied  to  each  member.  All  those  who  gave  any  contribution  are  here  included. 


S.  Altman 
A.  P.  Bantham 

D.  O.  Barrett 

F.  C.  C.  Boyd 
C.  W.  Brazer 

K.  Burroughs 
S.  J.  Caraher 
C.  T.  Church 


H.  M.  Clark 
T.  J.  Clarke 

E.  N.  Costales 
P.  Dammann 
V.  Domanski  Jr. 
C.  L.  Donohugh 
C.  B.  Ermentrout 
j D.  Funk 


L.  W.  Gerber 
J.  S.  Glaser 
J.  F.  Gros 
R.  P.  Hackett 

G.  R.  Harmer 

H.  F.  Hartwell 

F.  J.  Kovarik 
H.  A.  Lederer 


A.  F.  Lichtenstein 

M.  Marlowe 
T.  F.  Morris 
M.  F.  Percival 
F.  W.  Rosell 
J.  D.  Saunders 
V.  N.  Sisson 
C.  A.  Smeltzer 


A.  H.  Wilhelm 
J.  Windner 
P.  Wise 

N.  D.  York 
H.  G.  Zervas 


Blanchard,  J.  55 

Bluss,  Paul  60 

Brazer,  Clarence  W.  Front  Cover 

Charlat,  L.  W.  56 

Cosmos  Stamp  Co.  56 

Costales,  Eugene  N.  59 

Economist  Stamp  Co.  Inc.  — 56 

Fenster,  M.  J.  58 

Fox,  John  A.  57 

Harmer,  H.  R.,  Inc.  63 


Advertisers  Index. 


Harmer,  Rooke  & Co.  62 

Harris,  H.  E.,  & Co.  61 

Heiman,  Irwin  Inside  Back  Cover 

Kelleher,  Daniel  F 57 

Laurence  & Stryker  57 

Morris,  Thos.  F.  5 5 

Mozian,  Yahan,  Inc.  55 

Nassau  Stamp  Co 60 

New  York  Stamp  Co.  58 


Pelander,  Carl  E.  55 

Regent  Stamp  Co.,  Ltd. 

Back  Cover 

Rich,  Stephen  G.  56 
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Obsolete  Bank  Notes 
of  Philatelic  Interest 

CENTENARY  OF  NEW  YORK  POSTMASTER’S 
STAMP 

Just  100  years  ago,  in  July,  1845,  Robert  H.  Mor- 
ris, postmaster  at  New  York,  issued  his  famous  5c 
stamp,  the  first  of  the  so-called  “postmasters’  pro- 
visionals.” 

Quoting  from  Scott’s  “Catalogue  of  United  States 
Stamps,  Specialized”: 

“Die  for  the  head  of  Washington  on  the 
then  current  Bank  Notes  was  made  use  of 
in  the  preparation  of  the  central  portion  of 
the  stamp.  It  had  a small  flaw  extending 
from  the  corner  of  the  mouth  down  the 
chin,  which  is  quite  visible  in  the  paper 
money  but  which  was  corrected  for  the 
stamp.” 

What  better  item  could  be  had  to  mount  with  this 
historic  old  stamp,  especially  for  exhibitions  during 
the  present  year? 

A few  specimens  of  these  rare  notes,  with  the  imprint 
of  Rawdon,  Wright,  Hatch  & Edson,  are  available 
for  connoisseurs,  and  selections  will  be  sent  on 
approval,  upon  request. 

Many  other  fine  and  interesting  notes  having  close 
philatelic  association  can  also  be  supplied.  Inquiries 
are  invited. 

J.  Blanchard 

1 Sheridan  Sq.,  New  York  14,  N.  Yr. 


AUCTION  SALES 

Jan.  26  and  27,  1945 

GENERAL  FOREIGN 
Including  Proofs 

Sales  also  in : 

March  and  April. 

Dates  to  be  Announced. 

Send  for  Catalogs 

Carl  E.  Pelander 

545  (J)  Fifth  Avenue 
New  York  17,  N.  Y. 


DeLuxe  Auction  Superb 

Interested  in 

UNITED  STATES  COLLECTION 

PURCHASING 

of  a Retired  Colonel. 

347th  Sale  February  1 & 2,  1945 

Essays  and  Proofs 

MAGNIFICENT  COLLECTION  OF 

<r 

of 

ENCASED  POSTAGE  STAMPS 

U.  S.  & FOREIGN  AIR  POST  STAMPS  and 

Canada,  New  Brunswick, 

RARE  TRANS-OCEAN  FLIGHTS 

including  De  Pinedo,  Columbia,  Balbo,  Lindbergh, 

Newfoundland, 

Autographs,  Earhart,  Mattern,  Post,  etc. 

Nova  Scotia, 

A Superb  Collection 

MINIATURE  & SOUVENIR  SHEETS 

and 

OF  THE  WORLD  — USED  & UNUSED 

Prince  Edward  Island 

including  Wipa,  Belgium  1941  Musical  Chapel, 

Czechoslovakia,  Music  Sheets,  Vaduz,  etc. 

Illustrated  Catalogue  Free  on  Request. 

\ ahan  Mozian,  Inc. 

Thos*  F.  Morris 

505  (J)  FIFTH  AVENUE 

60  (J)  East  42nd  Street 

NEW  YORK  17,  N.  Y. 

New  York,  17,  N.  Y. 
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Airmails  Wanted 

EXCLUSIVELY 

63rd  Public  Sale 

Scheduled  to  take  place  January 

O 

30th  and  31st,  this  outstanding 
sale  features  Western  Express 

Offers  of  proofs,  Essays,  and 

Covers,  choice  U.  S.  including  rare 

specimens  of  Airmails  invited. 

20th  Century  Bluish  Papers  and 

Please  give  particulars  and 

complete  5c  Imperf  Error  in  large 

nri  rp 

plate  number  blocks  with  unusu- 

U 1 Iv  v • 

ally  fine  representation  of  Reve- 

Do  not  submit  until 

nues.  Also  included  are  select  For- 

requested. 

eign  with  many  great  rarities  of 
Europe.  Well  illustrated  descrip- 

• 

tive  catalogue  sent  gratis  to  inter- 
ested collectors  not  already  on  our 

L.  W.  CHARLAT 

mailing  list. 

Airmails  Exclusively 

COSMOS  STAMP  CO. 

180  Broadway 

116  (J)  Nassau  Street 

cfflkNew  York  79  N.  Y. 

New  York  17,  N.  Y. 

COMING 

EARLY  IN  1945 

THE  CANADA 

No  Proofs  or  Essays 

In  Our 

CURRENT  ISSUE 

and 

\i:wroi\iii\\ii 

Economist  Bulletin 

STAMPLESS  COVER 

CATALOGUE 

If  you  haven't  received  a copy 

we  will  he  glad  to  send  you  one. 

By  HARRY  M.  KONWISER  and 

FRANK  W.  CAMPBELL 

Pre-publication  price  $2.00. 

STEPHEN  G.  RICH 

Economist  Stamp  Co.,  Inc. 

Publisher 

Verona  New  Jersey 

87  (J)  Nassau  St.,  New  York  7,  N.  Y. 
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WANTED 

At  the  present  time  I am  especially- 
interested  in  buying  covers  of  all  types 
and  countries  with  the  exception  of 
cheap  first  day  and  flight  covers.  If  you 
have  any  19th  century  U.  S.  or  Foreign 
on  cover,  I would  welcome  an  oppor- 
tunity to  purchase  any  item  which  is  for 
sale.  You  will  be  agreeably  surprised 
at  the  prices  I can  afford  to  pay  for  early 
western  express,  Civil  and  Spanish 
American  War  Patriotics,  illustrated 
corner  cards  of  all  types,  college  covers, 
Expositions  and  fairs,  Confederate  cov- 
ers, Foreign  mail  cancellations,  stamp- 
less covers  and  any  unusual  cancella- 
tion on  cover. 

Also  needed  are  good  collections  or 
singles  showing  interesting  cancella- 
tions. If  you  have  any  better  grade 
19th  century  U.  S.  with  minor  defects  I 
have  an  outlet  for  this  type  of  material. 
Immediate  cash  at  all  times  and  a reply 
by  return  mail  to  any  inquiry. 

JOHN  A.  FOX 

116  (J)  NASSAU  STREET 
NEW  YORK  7,  N.  Y. 


Boston  Auction 


I hold  auctions 
regularly  in  Boston 
and  would 

be  glad  to  send 
Catalogs  to 

any  Collector 
applying  for  them. 

DANIEJL  F,  KELEEHER 

7 (J)  Water  Street,  Boston  9,  Mass. 


Monthly  Auction  Sales 

At  The  Collectors  Club  in  New  York 

• • • 

SPRING  AUCTIONS 
NOW  IN  PREPARATION 

We  Will  Be  Happy 

to  communicate  with  col- 
lectors desiring  to  take 
advantage  of  the  present 
high  price  market. 

WRITE  FOR  CATALOGS  TO 

Laurence  & Stryker 

7 (J)  East  42nd  St.,  New  York  17,  N.  Y. 


Proofs  Specimens 

U.  S.  A.  TAX  PAIDS 

I have  a small  remaining  stock  of 
these.  A voucher  copy  of  each  phase  $2.50 

COTTON-CUSTOMS 

Revenues  (Civil  War) 

on  metal  and  parchment 


Cotton,  Brass  Dart  $2.00 

Cotton,  Parchment  Tag  $2.00 

Customs,  Brass  label  form  $2.00 


Inquiries  solicited. 

I have  many  foreign  revenue  specimen 
and  proof  varieties. 

E.  R.  Vanderhoof 

339  (J)  GRAND  AVENUE 
LONG  BEACH  4,  CALIFORNIA 
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You  Will  Save  Time  and  Money 

with 

AMERICA’S  LARGEST  CATALOGUE 

OF  SETS 

1944  Edition  (200  Pages  Illustrated) 
offering  over  8800  sets  of  the  world 

(Airmails,  Commemoratives,  Semi- 
Post.,  Miniature  sheets,  Regular  issues, 
Br.  Col.,  Jubilees,  Coronations,  Fr.  Col., 
Dutch  Colonials,  America’s,  Var.  Collec., 
packets,  etc.,  etc.) 

Send  15c  for  your  copy,  (to  cover  for- 
warding charges)  and  deduct  from  first 
$1.00  order. 

NOTE:  Of  course,  when  the  War  is  over, 
we  will  be  the  headquarters  for  Essays 
& Proofs  of  European  and  other 
countries. 

Anew  york  stamp  co.,  inc. 

559J  Fifth  Ave.,  New  York  17,  N.  Y. 


I Want  To  Buy 

Anything 

that  is  not  listed  in 
Scott’s  Catalog 

☆ ☆ 

GENUINENESS 
does  not 
have 
to  be 

GUARANTEED. 

☆ ☆ 


PAUL 


WISE 


POSTAGE  STAMPS 
505  (J)  Fifth  Avenue 
New  York  17 9 N.  A7. 


WANTED 


Letters 


by 

Asher  B„  Durand 

or 

Cyrus  Durand 

WHAT  HAVE  YOU? 

Frank  W.  Resell 

90  State  Street 
Albany  7,  New  York 


II.  S.  Essays 
E.  S.  Proofs 

I have  in  stock  a nearly  COMPLETE 
line  of  U.  S.  plate  proofs,  on  Card  Board 
and  India  Paper  in  singles  and  Blocks 
of  4.  Also  Die  Proofs.  Also  an  extra- 
ordinary stock  of  Essays,  including 
complete  line  of  the  small  numeral  18  69 
essays  in  singles  and  blocks  of  4.  The 
Atlanta  Trial  Colors  Nearly  Complete 
in  Singles.  Also  a complete  stock  of 
postage,  departments  and  newspapers 
overprinted  “SPECIMEN”  and  “SAM- 
PLE.” Carry  a most  complete  stock  of 
REVENUE  PROOFS. 

Would  be  glad  to  submit  on  approval 
selections  of  above  at  very  attractive 
prices. 

“Oldest  specialized  dealer  in  Essays  & 
Proofs  in  the  United  States.” 

M.  J.  FENSTER 

115  (J)  Columbia  St.,  Elmira,  N.  Y. 


The  Essay-Proof  Journal 


59 


AUCTION  SALE 

COL.  E.  II.  II.  GREEN  COLLECTION 

Pari  XIX 

Feb,  19,  20,  21,  23,  24,  1945 

Very  Fine  Offering  of 

Essays  and  Proofs  of 

w 

NICARAGUA  and  SALVADOR 

including  ETnique  Artists  Models,  and  drawings,  die  proofs  of  various 
stages  of  the  engraving,  plate  proofs,  trial  colors,  etc. 

Also  many  rarities,  and  unusual  items  in  the  stamps  of 

The  United  States,  and  Possessions,  Latin  America, 

China,  Offices  in  China,  New  Republic,  New 
Zealand,  Roumania,  Shanghai  and  Transvaal. 

Catalogues  Free  on  Request. 

EUGENE  N.  COSTALES 

99  Nassau  Street,  New  York  7,  N.  Y. 


NOW  ON  SALE 

1945  EDITION 

United  States  Stamp  Catalogue 

(Specialized) 

Price  $3.00 

ORDER  FROM  YOUR  DEALER 

SCOTT  PUBLICATIONS,  INC. 

I (J)  West  47th  Street  New  York  19,  N.  Y. 

WHOLESALE  ONLY 
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APPROVAL  SERVICE 

WANT  LIST  SERVICE 


FOREIGN  STAMPS  EXCLUSIVELY 

Avail  yourself  of  our  enormous  stock.  Whether  your  Collection  is 
general  or  specialized,  you  will  find  items  of  interest  in  our  Special  Series 
of  Books  by  Countries. 

These  are  mounted  and  priced  to  please  the  average  Collector  and 
contain  the  cheaper  stamps  as  well  as  the  more  expensive  ones. 

Your  request  for  more  information  will  be  cheerfully  answered,  and 
we  will  be  glad  to  give  you  all  the  information  that  you  require. 

NASSAU  STAMP  COMPANY 

68  (J)  NASSAU  STREET  NEW  YORK  7,  N.  Y. 

MEMBER  A.S.D.A  A.P.S.  S.P.A. 


PHILATELIC  LITERATURE 

Bluss  Philatelic  Literature  News  No.  4 

in  the  Making 

Send  for  your  free  copy. 

The  American  Philatelist  Scott's  Monthly  Journal 

Collectors  Club  Philatelist 

and  most  British  Periodicals  now  sorted. 

Will  be  glad  to  fill  Want  Lists. 

If  in  46th  Street  stop  in  and  Browse  in  our  Stock  of  over 

70,000  Books  and  Periodicals. 

Will  purchase  Handbooks  and  Libraries.  What  have  you  to  offer? 

PAUL  BLUSS 

PHILATELIC  BOOK  STORE 

51  (J)  WEST  46th  STREET  NEW  YORK  19.  N.  Y. 
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VALUABLE  PUBLICATIONS 


mm  STftTCS  STfifflPS 

t > rest«ssi»i»s  m 

ums*  nof* i h imiRK* 


UNITED  STATES,  U.  S.  POSSESSIONS 
& BRITISH  NORTH  AMERICA 

Complete  except  for  the  great  rarities,  this  104-page 
catalog,  with  more  than  1,000  illustrations  for  your  con- 
venient reference,  lists  and  prices  all  major  varieties  of 
the  countries  included.  It  serves  not  only  as  a valuable 
check  list  and  guide,  but  also  as  a reliable  source  of  supply 
for  these  popular  stamps  at  economical  prices.  Every  col- 
lector needs  this,  useful  and  authoritative  catalog.  Send 
for  a copy  today  if  you  do  not  already  have  one. 

Sent  for  10c  to  Cover  Mailing 


STAMPS  OF  MODERN  EUROPE 

With  128  pages,  informative  write-ups,  and  beautiful 
illustrations,  this  comprehensive  catalog  lists  and  prices 
one  of  the  most  attractive  of  all  special  groups  : The  20th 
Century  Issues  of  Modern  Europe.  Here  you  will  find  — 
from  Andorra  to  Vatican  City  — those  attractive  stamps 
which  tell  so  vividly  the  story  of  our  own  times,  and 
which  have  enjoyed  such  rapidly  increasing  popularity  in 
recent  years.  Send  for  a copy  today  and  see  for  yourself 
why  “Modern  Europe”  is  one  of  the  most  interesting  and 
important  stamp  catalogs  ever  published. 

Sent  for  Only  3c  Postage 


tetrage  Stomp*  of  me 

BRITISH 
. E MPI  RE 


BRITISH  EMPIRE  STAMPS 

Devoted  to  one  of  the  most  popular  of  all  the  special 
groups,  this  beautiful  illustrated  112-page  catalog  lists  — 
from  Aden  to  Zanzibar  — the  20th  Century  Issues  of  the 
British  Commonwealth  of  Nations.  So  far  as  we  know, 
it  is  the  only  publication  of  its  kind  in  the  world  ; and 
since  it  is  backed  by  what  we  believe  to  be  the  most 
comprehensive  existing  stock  of  British  20th  Century 
issues,  we  feel  certain  you  will  find  it  invaluable : both  as 
a reference  list,  and  as  a convenient  source  of  supply  — 
at  favorable  prices  — for  these  none-too-plentiful  stamps. 

Sent  for  Only  3c  Postage 


AIRMAIL  STAMPS 

“Quite  the  finest  thing  in  the  airmail  line  to  appear  in 
the  U.  S.  A.” — George  Van  Den  Berg.  “Best  presentation 
yet  made  of  the  fascinations  of  collecting  airmail  stamps. 
A must  for  every  collector.” — Stamps  Magazine.  “One  of 
the  finest  volumes.  ...  In  effect,  a complete  priced  catalog 
of  the  world’s  airmail  stamps.” — Linn’s  Weekly  Stamp 
News.  “Attractive  prices.” — Camden  Courier-Post.  “Most 
beautiful  price  list  of  airmail  stamps  we  have  ever  seen. 
...  A valuable  guide  and  check  list,  well  worth  a dollar.” 
— Weekly  Philatelic  Gossip. 

Sent  for  10c  to  Cover  Mailing 


IF  YOU  HAVE  STAMPS  TO  SELL 

To  replenish  our  extensive  retail  stocks  we  are  constantly  buying — at 
generous  prices — collections  and  accumulations  of  postage  stamps,  provided 
they  are  worth  $50  or  more.  . . . Our  free  appraisals,  good  prices  and  prompt 
payments — with  no  haggling  or  delays — have  made  us  innumerable  friends 
among  collectors  with  stamps  to  sell.  . . . Send  for  our  free  booklet  of  val- 
uable information,  “If  You  Have  Stamps  to  Sell,”  and  read  it  for  your  own 
protection  before  disposing  of  your  collection.  Free  on  Request. 

H.  E.  HARRIS  & CO.  • Transit  Bldg.  ■ BOSTON  17,  MASS. 
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RECORD  AFTER  RECORD 

HARMER,  ROOKE  & CO.  continue  with  the  “finest  series  of 
auction  sales  ever  held.”  In  the  past  few  months  more  records  have 
been  broken  than  ever  before  in  philatelic  history.  The  staggering 
total  of  approximately 

$450,000.00 

has  been  realized  at  our  auction  sales  in  just  over  two  months’  time. 
We  believe  this  to  be  an  all-time  world  record  for  any  firm  of  phila- 
telic auctioneers.  Chief  item  among  the  many  thousand  sold  during 
this  period  was  the  block  of  8 United  States  24c  air  mail  inverts 
which  brought  $27,000.00,  while  scores  of  ”lesser  lights”  exceeded 
the  $1000.00  mark. 

The  moral  is  that  if  you  have  fine  stamps  to  sell  — you  cannot  do 
better  than  sell  through 

HARMER,  ROOKE  Cr  CO. 

It  costs  no  more,  and  whether  your  collection  is  worth  $1000.00  or 
$100,000.00  the  same  scrupulous  care  and  attention  is  given 
your  stamps. 

★ ★ * 

All  Enquiries  to  — 

HARMER,  ROOKE  & CO. 

560  (J)  FIFTH  AVENUE  NEW  YORK  19,  N.  Y. 
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A Brilliant 
Formula 


E+CW 


(B+S)  N 


SC 


Efficiency  plus  Careful  IV atch 
over  Buyers’  and  Sellers’  Needs 
equals  Satisfied  Clients 

THAGORAS  probably  had  a name  for  it — although  stamps 
were  rarer  in  his  time  than  ours.  But  each  man  to  his  trade. 
Pythagoras’  theorem  that  the  sum  of  the  squares  on  two  sides 
of  a right-angled  triangle,  &c.,  leaves  H.  R.  Harmer  stone  cold.  And 
further,  H.  R.  H armer  can  tell  you  much  more  about  Cape  Triangu- 
lars  than  Pythagoras’  simple  dismissal:  “Isosceles!” 

But  there  is  a Pythagoras-like  precision  in  the  methods  of  the  H.  R. 
H armer  Stamp  Auctions,  and  every  prospective  Seller  and  every 
Collector  who  seeks  fine  stamps  is  invited  to  prove  the  formula  for 
himself.  Buyers  will  have  excellent  opportunities  in  the  following: 


FORTHCOMING  SALES 


FEBRUARY  6,  7,  8,  13,  14,  15 

UNITED  STATES — An  Ultra  Superb  Collection  with  Outstanding  Rarities, 
Magnificent  Cancellations,  Handsome  Blocks  (both  centuries) — All  in  Splendid 
Condition. 

FEBRUARY  20,  21 

GENERAL  Collection  of  the  late  George  H.  Stuart  III  of  Villa  Nova,  Pa. 
Strong  in  British  Empire,  with  Cape  Triangles.  Also  U.  S.  and  a collection  of 
early  Foreign  Covers. 

MARCH  6,  7 

CANADA — A Very  Fine  Specialized  Collection,  both  centuries.  Magnificent 
“Pence”  Issues,  on-off  cover,  multiples,  plate  varieties,  proofs.  An  array  of  the 
1859  Issue,  with  shades,  blocks,  varieties,  proofs.  Strong  showing  of  1868-99 
Issues. 

Send  Today  for  Catalogues! 


Full  details  of  our  facilities,  commission  terms  and  insurance 
arrangements  are  given  in  our  leaflet,  “Best  of  Two  Worlds.” 


H.  R.  HARMER,  INC. 

32  (J)  EAST  57th  STREET  NEW  YORK  22,  N.  Y 

Established  over  50  years 
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The 

PROOF 

Is  Here 

You  can  make 

a simple  experiment  . . . 
prove  to  yourself  that  Scott 
is  one  of  the  best  places 
to  get  proofs. 

Here’s  how  to  go  about  it  . . . 

Just  send  us  your  want  list 
(with  references  if  it’s  your  first). 

We  may  not  have 

everything  you  want,  but 
we  think  we  can  prove  to  you  that 
Scott’s  Stock 
is  remarkably  good  and 
that  prices  are  O.  K. 

Scott  Stamp  & Coin  Co.,  Inc. 

1 (J)  West  47th  Street,  New  York  19,  N.  Y. 


® Public  Auction  is  the  modern  way  to  sell  your 
collection. 

# Present  realization  prices  are  the  highest  they 
have  been  in  years. 

® We  are  Auction  Specialists  exclusively,  and 
cur  efficient  and  up-to-date  service  assures  the 
maximum  in  results. 

O If  you  contemplate  disposing  of  your  stamps 

©r  pjoefs  the  opportune  time  is  now. 

© We  can  offer  early  dates  and  attractive  terms 
— liberal  advances  pending  sale.  Deluxe  catalogs 
plus  expert  supervision  of  ail  material  by  experi- 
enced philatelists. 

INFORMATION  CHEERFULLY  GIVEN 


IRWIN  HEIMAN 


WEST  Kith  STI5EET  A NEW  VOIIk  IJ>.  X.  V. 


THE  PHILATELIST 

(EDITED  BY  ROBSON  LOWE) 

The  Leading  International  Monthly 
for  Intelligent  Stamp  Collectors 

and  includes  regular 
contributions  on 

ESSAYS  & PROOFS 

* ★ * 

Special  Exclusive  Articles 

\ i I by  ; : 

Leading  British  Writers 

including 

SAMUEL  GRAVESON  GLYNN  GRYLLS  E.  F.  HURT 

CHAS.  JEWELL  DENNIS  WAY 

L.  N.  and  M.  WILLIAMS 


Price  Five  Shillings  Per  Annum 

Post  Free  Specimen  Copy  Sent  On  Request 


Published  on  the  First  Friday  in  each  month  by 

The  Regent  Stamp  Company,  Ltd* 
50  Pall  Mall  % London,  S.  W.  1 

ENGLAND 


